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Romans 1:18-32 

No Excuses 
 

I. Matt. 10:28. Jesus warned people not to fear this world, but God’s wrath. What??? 
A. Jesus was totally realistic about the human condition. (Jn.2:23-25) 
B. He warned consistently about the coming wrath of God. Mk.9:42-50. 

1. He talked about hell a lot. 
II. But I believe in a God of love, not a God of anger…Really? 

A. In a fallen world, love must be holy, or it is just sentimentalism.  
1. Unholy love is an oxymoron.  
2. Loving an unholy person (as God loves us) requires an interface between anger and 
love/compassion. Only at the Cross… 

B. Therefore, in a fallen world love and anger almost always coexist in the same heart. 
1. When someone we love does evil on purpose should it not anger us? 

III. This is the theological backstory to the Good News. Romans 1:15-17 
A. The wrath of God is his personal, legal, righteous opposition against all Evil. 1:18-3:20 
B. The context of this whole section (1:18-3:20) is an explanation of the need for the Gospel. 3:19-20 

IV. Why is God angry? Four Reasons: Rom.1:18-32. (the same reasons we are angry?) 
A. Culpable Ignorance. Deliberate Suppression of the truth of God’s presence. 18-20 

1. Culpable Ignorance = ignorance we decide to embrace. 
a) Internal perception, Intuition: “clearly perceived” (ESV) “evident within them” (NAS); 
being understood (noew).  

(1) People understand more than they let on. 
b) External Evidence: Creation.   

(1) The cosmological and teleological arguments. 
2. God is a Fact. “The Reality is God; Worship or Flee” (Peterson) 

a) The shift from this reality to secularism (that God is our idea) is what has happened to 
western society over the last 300 years since the enlightenment. 

B. Criminal Evil. Actions that are evil. 18 (described in the next verses) 
1. If we get angry at the evil people do, why should God not get angry?  
2. Unrighteousness = adikia = disregard for what is right, injustice, crime, evil, wrong-doing of all 
sorts—just plain badness. 

C. IP Theft. Refusal to acknowledge God’s Authorship. No honor, no thanks. 21 
1. IP theft of the cosmos itself. Humans don’t give honor where honor is due. 
2. We are God’s idea. He is not ours… 

D. Spiritual Adultery: 23. Worship of creation itself instead of God. 23 
1. What idolatry feels like to God: Cheating in a marriage, adultery.  

a) The OT prophets constantly used this metaphor. Hosea. 
2. The feeling of being cheated on is a particularly exquisite form of emotional torture. This is how God feels about 
us. He loves us and we have cheated on Him. 

 

  



 
V. What is God doing? Two Things: 

A. Giving people what they want. 22-32. 24, 26, 28. 
1. He stops trying to correct their thinking. False Thinking. 21 

a) Futile in their thinking (ESV).  (2Cor. 10:5) 
(1) Human deliberating with himself, inward reasoning. 
(2) Empty, deceptive, meaningless.  

b) Darkened in their heart. 
(1) Heart is cognition, intuition, volition—the total package of the inner person, 
thinking, feeling, desiring/willing. 

2. He turns them over to Addictive Behaviors. Specifically, Sex. 24-27. 
a) The topic is not homosexuality per se, but rejection of God. 
b) He uses homosexuality here not because it’s the worst sin, but because it is the best example of the 
exchange that happens when people reject God. 

3. He lets them worship themselves. Self-Centered Ethics. 28-32. 
a) Worthless ethics. Depraved mind = a mind that fails the test, not functional 
b) All these behaviors destroy community and are anti-love. 

4. Note: he is not saying that every Gentile does all these things. These are characteristics of a society that has rejected 
God. 

B. Calling people to what they need. 1: 5-6; 16-17 
1. We need forgiveness and the gift of goodness more than self-fulfillment and the sense of autonomy. 
2. There is a real call in the gospel. Jn.10:27 

VI. What is the bottom line? The situation is extremely serious: humanity is… 
A. Without excuse. 20  

1. An excuse is a reason put forward to self-justify for a fault or offense. The dog ate my 
homework…I sinned because…  

B. But not without Hope!!! 1 Cor.6:9-11; 2 Cor.5:18-21 
1. The gospel is that God has become one of us to take the blame for all of us, the blame listed 
here!!! Our hope is in God, in Christ and the gospel. 

VII. Some pastoral advice. 
A. If you are ashamed of the gospel, think a bit more about God’s wrath.  

1. Matt.10:28. Jesus did. And he told his friends to think this way. 
2. It is OK to be scared back into God’s arms. 

B. If you are in the gospel, think about your new reality. 
1. Is God’s word the shaping reality for your personal life? 
2. Not by the world, where sex, money, and power are the realities. 

C. If you are resisting the gospel, think about why. 
1. You are making a choice to believe there is no God. To resist the intuition and the evidence that is 
right in front of you.  
2. He offers to forgive everything forever. What’s not to like about that? 

 


