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Romans 2:1-29 

No Excuses Part 2 

 

I. Jesus is God in the flesh, speaking directly to humanity about his Lordship and Grace—but his own 

people didn’t think they needed either. Luke 18:9-14. 

A. The Pharisee was good by all external standards, but not justified. 

1. He truly believed he had not much to repent of. 

B. The tax gatherer was bad by all external standards, but was justified. 

1. Repenting and throwing himself on God’s personal mercy. 

C. The shock value here is that the bad “Gentile” was justified rather than the good “Jew.”  

D. The Pharisee in this story could be—Saul of Tarsus… 

II. The Lord transformed a Pharisee into an amazing apostle through the gospel. Paul is: 

A. Not ashamed of the gospel because it really is the power of God. 1:16-17 

1. The Gospel is the dynamic of God for rescue of any person. 

B. Because the wrath of God is the real threat.  1:18. (Matt. 10:28) 

1. God’s personal anger against sin. And his promise to judge it. 

C. Because humanity has turned away from God and toward evil.  1:19-32 

1. People know God exists and they deliberately replace him with idols (physical, theological, 

philosophical). 

2. God turns them over to their own devices, morally and mentally. 

3. They get worse as time goes on. 1:24-32 

III. There are some who agree that “those people” are bad, but exempt themselves from the need for 

repentant faith in Christ. Moralists/Religious people.  

A. Note 4 things moralistic people use to avoid the gospel. 

1. Mental agreement with the principles of righteousness. 

a) Possession of the truth in their minds 

(1) Is knowing right from wrong the same as being right? 

b) Anger against those who practice evil.  

c) Is anger at another’s sin the same as being sinless yourself? 

d) Anger is an anesthetic that dulls our awareness of our own sins. 

2. Comparatively righteous behavior. (God grades on the curve?) 

a) If I can point to my own obedience, how can God judge me? 

b) If I can point to a worse sinner than I, I must be OK? 

c) When compared with the real standard – God Himself – the difference between the 

best of us and the worst of us isn’t that much. 

3. Membership in a privileged group. (national, racial, religious (church), tribal, political) 

a) Faith in the group’s relationship with God rather than my own relationship with God. 

4. Performance of religious or spiritual rules, rituals, disciplines. 

a) Circumcision and “law-keeping” were such for many Jewish folk. (Col.2) 

IV. But this self-righteous person is also without excuse.  2:1-29 

A. Unrepentant Moralist. 1-11 

1. They have hypocritical self-confidence. 1-3 

a) Blind to their own hypocrisy. But God isn’t. 

b) Without excuse … Matt. 5:21-48 heart motives?  

2. They take God’s patience for granted.  4-5 (Ecc.8:11) 

a) Presume (ESV) Show contempt (NIV) Think lightly NAS): kataphroneo = look down 

on, despise, ignore as useless and valueless. 

b) God is amazingly kind and patient and forbearing, which is why we are still alive… 

c) But wrath is cumulative. It builds up… 

 



3. They underestimate the depth of judgment. 6-10. 

a) Judgment is according to works. (character/actions) 

(1) Thoughts. Secrets = kruptos, v.16; Heb.4:12; Matt.5:21-48 

(2) Words. Matt.12:36-37; Lk.12:1-3 

(3) Deeds. Jn.5:25-29; Rev.20:12 

b) Is this salvation by good works? No. (3:28) 

c) But it is salvation evidenced by good works. Eph.2:8-10.  

(1) Grace produces good works, but the works themselves do not produce the 

grace. 

4. They mistake hearing Truth for doing it. 11-16 

a) Fact is, the proof is in the pudding.  

b) And all humans have a record of motives and deeds.  

(1) Invisible digital recorder for our critiques of others? 

(2) Perish without the Law  

(3) Judged by the Law 

c) Is this salvation according to Conscience? Can’t be. 12 

(1) People under law and conscience both perish. 

(2) Salvation can’t come by either of these ways, only judgment does. Rom.6:23 

B. Unrepentant Religionist (Jewish). 17-29 

1. They mistake good breeding and sound theology for salvation. 

a) It’s about regeneration, not just outward conformity. 

2. They trust rituals and membership instead of grace and faith. 

a) Religious affiliation is worthless without a new heart.  

b) What is needed is the Spirit, circumcising the heart. 29 

c) Shock! Messiah-Regenerated Gentiles are better Jews than unrepentant Israelites! 

Stunning!!! 

3. Because they focus on the externals instead of the heart. 

a) Circumcision of the heart = a covenant with God in Christ in which your actual nature 

is cleansed and changed. 

V. Verse 29 is Key. The Gospel alone changes the heart—by the Spirit in Christ. (Deut.30:6) 

A. Because Jesus Christ took the blame for all the evil we think, say, do. 

1. He regenerates us by His Spirit. Jn.3:1-15 

VI. Shocking spiritual therapy for struggling religious moralists. Matt.11:25-30 

A. Consider repenting of your elitism and trusting Christ alone. 

1. Pride, Spiritual elitism, Pharisaism sets in among “mature” Christians—and is a huge weight 

to bear. 

2. The Big Brother syndrome (Luke 15). 

3. Do I have a fruitful life, or just an empty profession? 

B. Consider repenting of your religion and trusting Christ alone.  

1. If any religion could save you, it would be Judaism. But it can’t.  

2. Do I have a circumcised heart, or just a fossilized theology? 

C. Consider repenting of your best efforts and trusting Christ alone. 

1. Repent of my goodness? Yes. Stop trusting your own goodness. 

2. We tend to trust our efforts for salvation rather than Christ’s sacrifice. Our works are crucial, 

but they are evidence of salvation, not source of salvation. 

 

 


