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Romans 3:21-31 

The New Goodness part 1 
 
I. Matt.19:16-26. Rich, Young, Religious (in a religious world).  

A. His problem was not his wealth. It was his self-confidence. 
1. Created by a combination of religion (morality) and wealth/success. 
2. In that world, wealth was thought to be God’s earned favor. 
3. So, a wealthy religious person didn’t need to repent. 

B. His salvation would not be his achievement. It would be God’s. 26 
1. What should I do to inherit/achieve eternal life? 
2. With God all things are possible…Romans is Paul’s experience of this reality. 

C. Spiritual bankruptcy is crucial to entry into God’s kingdom. 
II. First three chapters of Romans give us the bad news; humans have no real righteousness: We are 
spiritually bankrupt: no eternal quality goodness (righteousness) 

A. We need Righteousness. 
1. Righteousness, noun form = eternal quality, perfect moral and ethical goodness 

a) The way God is.  His character, eternal goodness in all dimensions. 
b) The way God wants us to be.  Our actions. (Matt.5:48) 

2. Justify = Verb form of same word. 
a) Declared righteous (“Righteousized”) cleared of all wrongdoing.   
b) To be given a righteous standing with regard to the Law. 

B. But Even the best us has no real righteousness. 1:18-3:18 
1. Suppresses the truth of God’s existence. 
2. Invents other gods modeled after human thought or the creation. 
3. Agree that God exists and that there is a difference between right and wrong, but insist on 
claiming that they have no need to repent. 

C. And even God’s own Law cannot give us righteousness.  3:19-20 
1. Don’t try to get into the Kingdom of God by obeying the Ten Commandments 
2. The Law (Bible) was never meant to teach us how to earn righteousness.  It was there to 
describe our plight so we would come to Him. 

D. But Good News: there is a different sort of Righteousness, an infinitely better Righteousness, available 
in Christ. Rom.3:21-31 

1. Which is why Paul is not ashamed of the gospel. 1:17 
  



III. God’s own personal Righteousness. 3:21-31. Which means 5 Things 
A. It is distinct from Law.  21 

1. Distinct: Apart from Law = xoris = without relation to, independent of Torah. 
a) Though the Law and Prophets point to it! (Col.2:17) 

B. Which means it is not based on our ability to obey.  
1. If Torah can’t save us, no human rules can.  
2. Be careful how much you let the OT rules shape your discipleship – dietary rules, holy days, etc., 

C.  Which means it cannot be earned. 22; 28 
1. It must be received as a gift. gift = dorean = something given for no reason, freely, without 
being deserved. 
2. Grace = undeserved favor from God.  
3. Deut 7:6-8 chosen not because of our qualification, but His Grace and promise. 
4. Christians are real saints before they do anything holy. 

a) Like being awarded a degree before you take a class! 
D. Which is why faith is the only way into it. 28 

1. Faith is the active, internal reaching out to trust Christ for who He is and what He has done 
(Rom.10:9-10) 

a) Turning to the Lord and away from sin. (repentance)  
b) Receiving Him as Lord and Savior 
c) Inviting His Spirit to fill, regenerate, wash. 

E. Which is why Humility is a primary evidence of it. 27 
1. Boasting, the act of glorying, bragging. 

a) It may be in a good way (Rom.15:17; 2 Cor.7:4) proud of you in a good way. 
2. In this context, it is deep spiritual self-confidence. 
3. And it is a huge mistake. Eph.2:8-10 

IV. Closing questions to ask ourselves: 
A. Are there any events in my life that are causing me to lose self-confidence?  

1. Could these be spiritual growth? 
2. Are they producing humility and relief through grace? 

B. Are there any elements of my life that are more important to me than God’s Grace? 
1. Money, Marriage, Career, Education, all the good idols? 

C. Is there any reason I should not repent and trust Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior? 
1. What’s keeping me from this decision? 

 


