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Romans 3:21-31 

The New Righteousness part 2 
 
I. Luke 7:36-50. The Pharisee, Jesus, and the Bad Girl. 

A. Service to the Lord is grounded in Love. (Jn.21:15-19) 
1. Simon didn’t serve the Lord, because he didn’t love Him. 

B. Love for the Lord is grounded in his Grace. 41-47 
1. The person who is forgiven much, loves much. 

C. Forgiveness from the Lord is received by Faith. 50 
1. Jesus forgives based on his own authority, not Moses’ authority in Temple sacrifices or Torah obedience.  
2. His authority to forgive sins is the scandalous thing. 
3. The healings were fine, but the forgiveness is a divine prerogative 

D. What’s the problem that Simon the Pharisee didn’t see? Rom.3:9 
1. He wasn’t wrong that she was a sinner. He was wrong in assuming that this awareness meant he was not a 
sinner. 

a) That he is no better off spiritually than the sinner woman. He was more presentable by 
comparison with her, but not by comparison with God. 

2. That humanity is really under sin, even (especially?) the religious and moralistic people. 
E. What if Simon the Pharisee had been converted by the risen Christ? He might have written Romans! 
Out of religion and into Messiah Jesus! 

1. Saul of Tarsus had been just like Simon the Pharisee…until Jesus touched him by grace… 

 
II. First three chapters of Romans give us the bad news;  

A. Sin is a power and a sentence of condemnation. 3:9-20. 
1. Wrath is God’s personal and righteous anger at all evil, including ours. 

B. But, there is a different sort of Righteousness, A New Kind of Goodness, available in Christ. 3:21-31 
1. Which is why Paul is not ashamed of the gospel. 1:17 

C. This is God’s own personal Righteousness given to us as a gift. 3:21-31. Phil.3:7-11 

 
III. What!!?? How can God be truly good, if he just “forgives” people? Rom.3:21-31 tells us. 

A. Fact is, true eternal grace is not just saying it’s OK—it’s declaring true and eternal righteousness based 
on real events in the spiritual and material realm.  

 
IV. Christian, these things have happened on our behalf: Five Words: 

A. A legal status has been granted to us: Justification. 24a 
1. Justification: dikaiosune = legally declared righteous before any spiritual transformation takes 
place in you. 

a) Not based on your performance of anything (this is why we don’t baptize ourselves) 
2. You have righteous status whether you feel like it or not. 

 
B. Based on an eternal price paid for us: Redemption. 24b. Col.2:8-15 (in Christ) 

1. Redemption: 
a) To pay a price to release someone,  
b) To rescue by paying a price (ransom). 
c) To deliver from bondage and danger by paying a price. Like freeing a slave, 
d) Hosea bought Gomer back out of her trafficked life. Hos.3:1-2 
e) Boaz bought Ruth back out of poverty. 

2. In the spirit realm something happened in Christ’s death that released him and us from sin’s power and penalty. 

 



C. Empowered by a divine sacrifice made for us. Propitiation. 25.  Acts 20:28. 
1. Propitiation: appeasing God’s wrath by a sacrifice and removing the sin from the sinner. 
(expiation) 
2. Mercy Seat: (Heb.9:5; Lev.16) The “atonement cover” over the ark of the Covenant. The place 
where the blood of the sacrifice was sprinkled to cover the sins of Israel. 

 
D. Given as a gift to us. Gift. Rom.6:23 

1. Gift: something given and not “paid for.”  
2. Freely given justified by His grace = He does it on his own initiative and out of His own 
goodness. 

 
E. Through a Spiritual Faith exercised by us. Eph.2:8-10; 1 Cor.12:3 

1. Spiritual faith in Jesus Christ puts one into God’s own life. (baptism). In Christ. 
a) Faith prompted by the Holy Spirit. 
b) Carnal, empty, fake faith is just “saying” you have faith (Jas.2:14).  

2. Regeneration by the Spirit immerses you in the Trinitarian Life (Matt.28:19-20). 

 
V. How can I tell if I’m NOT believing this? At least 4 (actually many more) 

A. My fear (of criticism) quenches my confidence in the gospel. (the exclusiveness of it) 
1. The gospel is universally exclusive: available universally, but only by faith in Christ. 

B. My defensiveness warps my sense of mission. 
1. We can get so angry and defensive that we lose confidence in prayer, mission, and gospel 
transformation. 

C. My gratitude for grace hardens into criticism of others. 
1. Simon the Pharisee thought he didn’t need grace and his “boast,” confidence, was in his own 
actions. 

D. My sorrow over my failures overwhelms my joy at being forgiven. Lk.7:50 
1. Repenting does not always make us “feel” better at the moment. Regrets remain, a dull ache in 
the soul.  
2. But regret and sorrow over sin, when it is touched by Grace, produces humility and wisdom—
precious virtues indeed 

 
 
 


