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Romans 1:16-17 part 2 

The “Shame” of the Gospel? 
 

I. What is the gospel? Rom.1:1-4 
A. The message of who Jesus Christ is (Lord), and what He did (lived, died, resurrected, ascended) 

II. Why was Paul unashamed of the gospel? Rom.1:16-17. Four Reasons. 
A. It is the power of God…1 Peter 1:23-25 
B. Which actually saves people…Acts 17:30-31 
C. By simple Faith in Christ. From Faith to/for Faith. (Hab.2:4) 
D. Based on God’s own personal Righteousness (goodness).  

III. Why did most people think he should be ashamed of it? Because the gospel is counterintuitive to 
humanity. 1 Cor. 1:18-25. Three answers from three sorts of people. 

A. For the Religious, it demonstrates the wrong sort of power. A power based on God’s strength in 
the midst of our weakness. 1 Cor.12:7-10. 

1. For the Jews, Christ’s crucifixion was the problem. They wanted power signs. 
a) The idea of a “Messiah” who gets himself crucified by the Romans was infuriating.  

B. For the Sophisticated, it is based on the wrong sort of worldview. A worldview not grounded in 
human, autonomous Reason, but on God’s Power. 

1. For the Greeks, Christ’s resurrection was the problem. Acts 17:18, 32 
a) They considered material life to be inferior. They didn’t want or believe in resurrection. 

2. Philosophy = philos (Love) sophos (wisdom), love of wisdom.   
a) Utter confidence in human mental abilities. 

C. For the Moralistic, it was declaring the wrong sort of goodness (righteousness)—A goodness 
that comes from God instead of us. A declaration of goodness before goodness was actually 
experienced. 

1. For the moralistic, Christ’s radical grace was the problem. Acts 15:1; 5, 24; Rom.3:28; 6:1, 23; 
Gal.5:1-7. 
2. Humanly speaking, vindication can only come after doing what is good and right. It is the final verdict based on 
what a person did. 

a) But Justification (God’s righteousness) is bestowed on a person in Christ the moment 
they repent and trust Christ as Lord. The verdict is declared before the deeds are done!!!!  

IV. How not to be ashamed of the gospel. 
A. Know what it is and what it isn’t. Rom.1:1-4, 

1. It is an announcement of what God has done in Christ. 
2. It is not what we do for God, not moralism, not religion. 

B. Distinguish Works from Grace/Faith. (Justification from Sanctification). Eph.2:8-10 
1. Good deeds, Christlike character, are the result of Grace through Faith in Christ—not the 
source of grace and faith!! 

C. Reject WorldThink in all its forms. 1 Cor.1:18-25; Col.2:8-9 
1. Deliberately take on a biblical worldview. 
2. Understand that the gospel is a new worldview, a new way of understanding Reality. 

D. Be willing to be controversial without being angry. Gal.1:6-11 
1. Paul was hated by most (as Jesus was), but since he knew the truth, he kept his calm and 
continued to announce the gospel. 

V. How to respond to the Gospel. 
A. Pray and Affirm that Jesus is Lord and died for your sins and came back from the dead. Rom.10:9-10 
B. Pray and ask the Lord to take over your life. 
C. Be baptized as an indicator of your faith in Christ. Matt.28:18-20 

1. This is confessing Christ as Risen and Saving Lord. 
2. Immersed in the Trinitarian Life. 

 


