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Romans 1:18-25 

The Real Danger 
 

I. Luke 13:1-5. Jesus talked a lot about death after life. 
A. The real difference between the worst human and the best one isn’t that great. 

1. Compared to God, we are all in deep evil. 
B. The real threat to the human soul is not other humans, but God. Matt.10:28 

1. Perish = reference to the 2nd death. Rev.21:14-15 
C. The real issue is not better morals, but faithful repentance. Mk.1:15 

1. He doesn’t say to obey better rules. He says to repent.  
2. Repent (metanoia) = turn around and trust the Lord. 
3. Repentance and Faith are used interchangeably.  

II. This is the theological backstory to the Good News. Romans 1:15-17 
A. Ready to declare the gospel, Because he’s not ashamed of it 
B. Because it is the dynamic of God for salvation, rescue. 
C. Because in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith. 

1. God’s rightness seen; God’s rightness made available. 
D. Because something else is also being revealed—God’s anger against evil and sin. 

1. The topic from 1:18-3:20.  
III. The main reason Paul is not ashamed of the gospel: God’s Wrath. Rom.1:18-32. 

A. Read and meditate on Rom 1:18-32. 
B. This is the indictment of the Gentile world, but it extends to all humans. 

IV. The real danger to the human soul: God’s Wrath. Five things to consider:  
A. It is personal anger.  2 Thess.1:6-10. Matt.18:5-6. (Ez.5:11-13) 

1. Wrath = orge = anger, passion, fury. 
2. A sustained, cumulative, material opposition to all that is evil. 
3. He is not a neutral enforcer, but a personal avenger. 

B. It is pure justice. Rom.12:19  
1. Precise response of holiness against all that is unholy and ungodly.   

a) Not God losing His temper or overreacting. 
2. Justice must be retributive or love is meaningless. Unjust (unholy) love is an oxymoron.  

C. It is present reality.  It is being revealed  
1. Rom.8:18-25. Gen.3:15-19. The curse of the earth is an aspect of God’s wrath = his subjection 
of the fallen world to futility temporarily. 
2. Sufferings of this present time? Death, evil, all the trauma of fallen life. 

D. It becomes permanent destruction. Matt. 10:28; 25:41; Rev.21:11-15; Mark 9:42-48;  
1. If repentance and faith in Christ. 
2. Symbolic of something Short? Temporary? Painless? 

E. It is pointer to the Good News. WHAT??!! HOW SO?!!! 1 John 4:9-10 
1. People ask, How can a God of Love be wrathful against evil? The real question is, How can He 
Not be. 

V. The Cross of Christ is the good news of God’s protection from His own Justice. It is the place where the 
justice/wrath of God meets the love/mercy of God. There is no other message on earth like this. 
 


