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Romans 4:1-12 

Grace and Faith Alone 
 
I. Luke 23:39-43. Christ stunningly was gracious, even at the cross… 

A. The harshest kind of injustice. Brutality beyond measure. 
1. The gospel includes the fact that God himself experienced unbelievable human brutality. 

B. The worst kind of sinner. A true, career Criminal. 
1. Crucifixion reserved for really bad people. 

C. The highest kind of grace. Free forgiveness. 
1. Toward a terrible person in every way. 

D. The barest kind of faith. Seriously, a mustard seed. 
1. He admits his evil.  
2. He sees Jesus as a King/Lord. 
3. He expects him to in some way transcend the execution. 

a) When you come into your kingdom… 
E. If this isn’t salvation by grace through faith alone, it is nothing at all. 

 
II. This was Paul, experiencing grace through faith. Phil.3:1-9 

A. Which is why he points out to everyone, Jew and Gentile: 
1. Sin is a power and a sentence of condemnation over all of us. 3:9-20. 

a) Even among the Jews. 
2. But, a New Righteousness is available in Christ to all of us. 3:21-31 

a) God’s Own Righteousness given to us freely. 
3. And it is eternally real and legal for all of us. 3:21-26 

B. Fact is, true eternal grace is not just saying it’s OK—it is doing something in time and space, in the visible and the 
invisible realm, that tangibly supplies forgiveness, righteousness, and eternal life. 

 
III. Five profound realities for Christians: Five Words from Rom.3:21-26 

A. A legal status has been granted to us: Justification. 24a 
B. Based on an eternal price paid for us: Redemption. 24b. Col.2:8-15 (in Christ) 
C. Empowered by a divine sacrifice made for us. Propitiation. 25.  Acts 20:28. 
D. Given as a free gift to us. Gift. Rom.6:23 
E. Through a Spiritual Faith exercised by us. Eph.2:8-10; 1 Cor.12:3 

 
IV. And all of this happens instantly, eternally, and without us doing anything other than turning and 
giving our life to the Risen Lord of the Universe, God in the Flesh, Jesus the Christ. Rom.3:28, 10:9-10. 
V. You would think people would hear this as Good News. But… 

A. Many saw this as unbiblical, a rejection of the Torah. 
1. Torah specifies circumcision for Israel. Old Covenant. 

B. Many saw it as immoral, license to sin. Rom.6:1, 15. 
1. Interesting how many good people are more worried about other people sinning rather than 
themselves being forgiven. 

 



VI. Paul’s answer: Yes, it is totally biblical; Torah points directly to justification by faith alone and always 
has. Rom.4:1-12. 

A. Abraham was counted righteous faith alone. 1-5. Gen.15:6 
1. Abraham could not boast in his obedience. 1-2 
2. God justifies ungodly people? (Ex.23:7) 

B. David was counted righteous by faith alone. 6-8. Ps.32:1-2 
1. God imputed righteousness to David in spite of his works. 
2. David repented, demonstrating real faith in God.  

C. Circumcision resulted from being counted righteous by faith alone. 9-12 
1. Abraham was a Gentile when he was called. 

a) He was not “faithful” before he was called. Josh.24:2.  
2. Therefore, his saving faith preceded his covenant obedience. 10 

a) Circumcision came 14 years later. Gen.17 
3. So that he could become the father of anybody in the fallen world.  

a) (Acts 1:8; Matt.28:18-20) 

 
VII. Four ways to tell if I really don’t “get” this: 

A. I feel guilty and insecure. A heavy weight. Matt.11:15-30 
1. It gives us relief and confidence. Joy! 

B. I am angry and unforgiving. Matt.18:21-35 
1. Much more aware of other’s sins than of ours. 
2. Grace makes us humble and gracious.  

C. I refuse to do what I know the Lord wants. Eph.2:10; Jas.2. 
1. Grace and Spiritual faith motivate loyalty and obedience. 12.  
2. Abraham did obey by being circumcised (Gen.17) and offering Isaac (Gen.22) 

D. I think coming to Christ will make me “religious.”  
1. Religion is what we do. Gospel is what God has done. Coming to Christ doesn’t make us 
religious, it introduces us to God personally. 

 


