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Romans 6:1-14 

 
I. Jesus actually is the resurrection and the life. John 11:25 

A. It’s an odd way to put it. That he, the Person, is the metaphysical reality of resurrection. He is the future 
in the present. 

1. This would mean that he would overcome sin and death. 
2. And that he somehow personifies eternal, physical/spiritual life. 

B. Paul said a similar thing about the Lord. 1Cor.1:30. 
1. God is the source of our life in Christ Jesus—who is our wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 
redemption. 

II. Which is why Paul is not ashamed of the gospel, the message of who Jesus is. Rom.1-5 
A. It is the power of God for salvation. Rom.1:16-17.  

1. What you believe about God determines your destiny. 
B. The whole world needs salvation because we are under sin. Rom.1:18-3:20 

1. All humans are infected with sin. Both pagan and religious. 
2. All humans are dying. 

C. But God has created a new sort of eternal goodness. Rom.3:21-4:25. 
1. It originates with Him, not us. 3:21-22 

a) From outside the cosmos, into the cosmos, gathering the cosmos and redeeming it. 
2. It was accomplished by Christ’s death and resurrection. 23-27 

a) Redemption, Propitiation, Justification. 
3. It is acquired always and only by sheer faith in Christ. 3:28-4:25 

a) Not Torah (or any) works. 
b) This was even the case with Abraham 

D. So, genuine Christians are in a state of Divine Grace: a new spiritual reality. 5:1-2; 17 
1. Justification. 5:1-2 
2. Regeneration. 5:5 
3. Reconciliation. 5:6-11 

E. Because Christ permanently changes our racial identity.  5:14-19 
1. We westerners do not actually know/believe that God deals with humanity in solidarity, as a 
single organism. 

a) We believe in radical, individualized ontology. 
2. But God sees us as one living organism, a dead one. 

a) Humanity in Adam is a dead tree, a living organism that is dying. 
(1) Adam-Torah-Sin-Death  

b) But in Christ people are grafted into a new and living Vine. (Jn.15) 
(1) Christ-Grace-Righteousness-Eternal life. 
(2) Regenerated by the Spirit. 

F. And in Christ, Grace has overwhelmed all the effects of sin. Adam/Law/Sin/Death. 5:20-21 
1. like a tidal wave hitting a sand castle, God’s grace in Christ has obliterated man’s sin in Adam. 
2. So that we are not in the Old Man (Adam), but in the New Man (Christ). 

III. This is astoundingly good news for fallen humans!!! 
A. But Paul was accused of promoting sin by just “giving away” salvation for free. 
B. And if that were the case, it would be a biblical problem for sure. 
C. So…Romans chapter 6-8 



 

 
IV. Paul’s concern: That the gospel does not promote sin. Exactly the opposite. Chapter 6. 

A. Verse 1. Should we continue in sin so that Grace might abound?  Of course not! 
B. Verse 15. Should we sin because we are under grace rather than Law? Of course not!! 

 
V. Paul’s answer: Don’t you know what happened to us when we were immersed in Christ? 

A. We were immersed in His death. 1-7. 
1. Baptism: the symbol of vital, metaphysical/ontological union with Him.  
2. Body of sin done away with.  6 

a) Katargeo = to render inoperative or useless. 
b) It does not disappear yet (at death it will) 
c) But it is no longer the determining factor in life-decisions. 

B. And We were immersed in His life. 8-11 
1. Resurrection life by the Spirit.  
2. You have made the death-to-life transition along with Christ. 
3. The Old Adam association has been terminated.   

a) We are out of that organism and into the New. 
C. So that we can now be agents of goodness. 12-13. (Gal.5:19-26) 

1. Our physical selves are in the New Man and are instruments of redemptive goodness, 
righteousness. 

D. Because we are NOT under Law but under Grace. 14 
1. The opposite of legalism is not license, but Grace. 
2. The opposite of license is not legalism, but Grace. 
3. Grace forgives and dynamically enables by the Spirit 

 
VI. How can we live in the New Reality, when we also live in the Old Reality?  

A. Believe what God says about you rather than how you feel about yourself. V.11 
1. The Old is dead, even if it doesn’t look like it yet. 
2. The New is real even if you can’t quite believe or feel it yet.  2 Cor. 5: 17 New Creatures 
3. We do not have to completely understand all the dynamics of our new life in order to live in it. 

B. Obey based on His promise, rather than on your self-confidence. 
1. You will find that you can do more by grace than you thought at first. 

C. Live by faith in future grace rather than under bondage of past failures. Phil.3:13; (1 Jn.1:8-2:2) 
1. We live in the tension time between the death (past) and resurrection (future). 
2. The only way out of guilt and shame is to see ourselves in the future and under grace.  

VII. Pre-Christian friend: the only way to deal with death is to get it over with now—let Christ’s death be yours, 
so you will receive his resurrection life now. 
 


