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Romans 6:15-23 
True Freedom 

 
I. Matt.11:25-30. Jesus calls us to the peaceful freedom of discipleship. 

A. We start with God’s gracious initiation/revelation of Christ. 
B. We respond by coming to the sound of His voice. Jn.10:27 
C. We grow by learning how He thinks and lives.  
D. Paul had spent his whole life thinking that the way to know God was to find out what the rules were 
(Law/Torah) and obeying them. He was stunned beyond imagination to realize that God was seeking him in 
grace. 
E. So, Paul taught the supernatural gospel of radical and transforming grace. A personal discipleship to 
God in Christ. 

 
II. Gospel: radically simple, repentant faith in God in Christ, who has accomplished the rescue of our 
souls singlehandedly. Rom.1:16-17. 

A. By the time we see chapter 5, we are amazed at the gift. 
1. Justification. We have peace with God. 5:1 

a) Declared righteous before you act righteous. 
2. Regeneration. New life by the Spirit. 5:5  

a) Born from above. Jn.3:3; Titus 3:5-7; 1 Pet.1:23. 
3. Reconciliation. The enmity gone and friendship restored. 6-11.  

a) So, we do not fear God’s coming wrath. 5:8-10 
b) Because we are new creatures in Christ. 2 Cor.5:17-21 

4. Relocation. Out of Adam and into Christ, a new realm of life. 5:12-19 
a) Adam/Sin/Law/Death 
b) Christ/Righteousness/Grace/Eternal life 

 
III. But because of the grace, moralists were worried. Paul, if you tell people this, they will just run to sin. 
Chapter 6: 1, 15 

A. If you take the leg irons of legalism off, the believer will just run to sin. Right? 
B. If you do not threaten people they will not walk with God? 
C. Threats produce compliance—but not integrity. Outward conformity, but not internal change. 

 
IV. No, because the new realm is a living Discipleship. Chapter 6:1-14 

A. It is a living union. We are in Christ (favorite phrase of Paul. Some 80 times) 
1. We are baptized into Christ’s death. 1-7 
2. So that we receive his resurrection life. 8-11 
3. And we can therefore live freely in goodness and grace. 12-14 

B. Our spirit-union with Christ severs our spirit-union with Adam legally and organically/spiritually. 
1. This is the part that is so counterintuitive for us as westerners. Our organic metaphysical 
connection with Adam and his sin and correspondingly with Christ. 
2. He is the Vine, the source of our life and fruitfulness. John 15:1-5 

  



 

 
V. This Discipleship sets us free. Romans 6:15-23. 

A. A person is a slave of the master they obey. 16 
1. One obedience breeds another. The bond grows. 

B. But you have been shaped by a gracious Master. 17 
1. You used to be addicted to evil. 
2. But now you have become obedient from the heart. The New Heart. 
3. You wholeheartedly embraced the form of teaching given to you. 

C. So, keep living in the Gift. 19-23 
1. Your investment in sin produced more sin and death. 
2. Your obedience to sin “freed” you from righteousness 
3. Your obedience to righteousness frees you from sin and breeds goodness 
4. So, what dividends did you get from the investment you are now ashamed of?  Death is what 
you got.   

 
VI. A genuine believer instinctively knows these things: 

A. The cure for carnality is not legalism—it’s true gospel. Eph.2:8-10 
1. The works are in the equation – on the right-hand side. Grace + Faith = Justification + Works 
2. He has designed a life for us – a life in good works. 

B. The evidence of faith is not religiosity—it’s moral integrity. 1 Cor.6:9-11; Gal.5:16-26 
1. And real faith in Christ does have evidence. Jas. 2:14-26 

a) Justification here means vindication. (Matt. 11:19) 
2. Transformed into the character of Christ. 
3. Just being able to discern Adam-life is very clarifying. 
4. Loyalty to the Lord and loving others.  

C. The exercise of freedom is not autonomy—it’s discipleship. Matt.11:25-30 
1. Autonomy is a modernist myth. There is no autonomy. We either serve sin or God.  
2. Freedom is the desire and ability to do what is morally excellent, God’s will. (Rom.12:2) 
3. Regeneration means changing Lords, not pretending we don’t have one. 

a) There is no such thing as having no master –  
D. The deliverance from sin is not restricting—it’s reviving. Jn.10:10 

1. Sin is a pernicious predator we have been delivered from.   
2. Q, Annie Dillard: Giant Water Bug 

 
VII. Some practical advice. 

A. Christian: Walk forward into the kingdom. Don’t back in.  
1. Discipleship means following the Lord, not just resisting sin. 
2. Following the Lord will automatically mean walking away from sin. 
3. An airplane defies gravity by moving forward through the air – not by trying to fight the gravity 
itself. 
4. We do not back into heaven by simply avoiding everything on earth. 

B. Pre-Christian: If you have not defected from AdamThink and run for asylum to Christ’s kingdom, do it 
today. 

 


