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Romans 8:12-17 
Spirit Freedom 

 
I. John 7:37-39. Jesus promises a new source of life bubbling up from within His disciples. 

A. The thirst is crucial. 
1. There is a soul-thirst that not everybody has…or do they? 
2. Water, Water everywhere and not a drop to drink.  

B. The source is Christ. Jesus. Come to Me…. 
1. Jesus Christ alone will provide this eternal Spirit Life. John 3 

C. The choice is between Jesus and everything else, especially Torah.  
1. No matter how religious or moral you are, you aren’t born with this life in you. 
2. This took place at Feast of Tabernacles (Fall) among the most religious people in the world—
and they were still thirsty. 

II. Paul rejoices in the experience of new life of Freedom in Spirit. Romans 8:1-17.  (2 Cor.3:17)  
A. Free from condemnation. 1-9 

1. Because the Law of the Spirit has set you free from the law of sin 
B. Free to live forever.  10-11 

1. The Spirit has given us eternal life and new bodies. Phil.3:21 
C. Free to do what is good: 12-13 

1. Not to the old flesh life, slavery. 
2. But freedom to do what is good, a new freedom not a new obligation. 

D. Because we are now and ever will be children of God.  14-17 
1. Not slavery and fear, but adoption and intimacy 
2. The Spirit bears witness within …  

E. Spirit Adoption is the most striking aspect of being a Christian. 
1. It is unique to the gospel.  

a) Only those in Christ have this Father/child relationship with God.  Jn. 1:12-13 
2. It is better than the state of Adam before the fall. Titus 3:5 

a) Adam and Eve were not regenerate. 
III. The Spirit brings us into Adoption. Gal. 3:23-4:7 

A. Adoption is the key to understanding the Christian life.  Fact and Feeling 
1. Intimacy and Affection.  Abba 

a) There is nothing quite like the love of a parent for a child (except a grandparent …)  Like wrestling on 
the floor with the little guys – no thought of rejection 
b) A profound feeling of belonging to God based on the real fact of vibrant faith 

2. Security and Assurance.  No longer a slave … 
a) Slaves may be sold, but a son is permanent 
b) Assurance – He bears witness within our spirit that our name for God is Daddy, Father. 

3. Development and Maturity. Heb. 12 
a) Growing up under his guidance and discipline. 
b) We grow slowly, usually by making mistakes 
c) Life today is the venue of spiritual growth and fatherly discipline from God our father. 

4. Loyalty and Family life.   
a) Loyalty to Jesus produces koinonia, Spirit-family life.  
b) We are siblings, He is our Father.  Commitment to Him and to each other is crucial to 
healthy relationships.  

5. Destiny and Honor.  Heirs of God Fellow-heirs with Christ. 1 Jn. 3:2; Phil. 3:21; Rev. 20:6 
a) Honor is your destiny as a Christian. Glorified. 

IV. Spirit Life in the Gospel of Christ. The most powerful, eternally redemptive, life-transforming message 
on earth. Do you cry Abba, Father? 
 


