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I. Jesus was born at night…into the darkness. Jn.1:5; Lk.1:8 
A. He left the light of heaven for the darkness of this age. 
B. Awareness and experience of the real darkness is crucial for experiencing the light of God. Nobody 
drives around to look at Christmas lights in the daytime. 

II. The message of good news of the Savior is the Gospel = Romans. 
A. How does Christ Save us?  

1. By entering the dark and bringing light. 
2. By entering death and bringing life. 

B. His Holy Spirit within us, based on the Cross and Resurrection. 
1. Complete forgiveness. 1-3 
2. Dynamic transformation. 4-11 
3. Permanent adoption. 12-17 

a) Secure, no fear, sons rather than slaves. 
b) Heirs. Inheriting the Father’s fortune through the Son 

III. Certain Hope. 12-25  
A. The angels in Luke 1 were more excited than the shepherds, because they understood what this 
Child would do. 
B. Transform despair into certain hope. 
C. Not only did suffering not shake Paul’s faith, it actually heightened his anticipation of the future.  

IV. How so? 18-25 clarify the gospel in light of present suffering. 
A. The coming glory renders the present suffering inconsequential.  18 

1. He compared it with the glory to come and said it wasn’t even in the same category.  Heb. 12:2 
2. The sort of suffering able to be experienced here is not simply balanced by more joy in heaven.  
The glory there so eclipses this grief that they are not in the same category of experience. 

B. Because the whole creation will be resurrected 19-22. (Matt.19:28) 
1. The creation was made for humans. 

a) Not the other way around 
b) The creation (ktisis used 5 times here) 

(1) ktisis = all the material creation apart from humans 
c) That’s why it waits eagerly for the redemption of the sons of God. 

2. The fallenness is temporary. 
a) Futility = matiotes = frustration, not achieving what it was created for. Always failing to 
fulfill the original design. 
b) Bondage to decay.  

(1) Gen 3:17-19.  Cursed is the ground because of you.  Nobody asked the ground. 
3. The regeneration is certain. Matt.19:28  

a) Creation will be set free from slavery to decay 
b) The birth-pains metaphor = certainty of future life and blessing 

C. Which means we can live with endurance based on hope. 23-25 
1. The Spirit bears witness to these things in the heart of a Christian.  
2. Endurance: hupomene = bearing up under hardship 

  



 
V. Four Counterintuitive Realities of the Gospel 

A. Suffering is the most normal experience of this age. 17-18 
1. Suffering comes first…then glory. Jesus was born in the dark. 
2. So, suffering is not an indicator that God is angry with you. Remember Job. The Lord is with us 
in it. Matt.28:20 

B. Groaning is one of the genuine signs of spiritual life.  23 
1. Groan: stenadzo = to groan or sigh in deep stress or concern.  
2. We who have the firstfruits of the Spirit…groan.  
3. It means you understand the feeling of futility as anticipation.  

C. Waiting is one of the main sensations of grace.  
1. Grace is not always “fulfillment.” Sometimes it is hunger. Not having it all yet, but looking 
forward always. 
2. Hope = elpis. Not fulfillment, but anticipation.  

a) elpis = certain expectation of future tangible blessing. Not people holding lottery tickets 
and watching the numbers come up on the screen, but kids looking at Christmas presents 
and anticipating Christmas morning. Certainty that something good is coming without yet 
quite having it. 

3. Waits with eager longing. 19 
4. Waits with endurance 23, 25 

D. All because Redeemed life is better than the original creation. 
1. Not worth comparing with the glory to be revealed. A new category of life beyond our wildest 
imagination.  
2. Regenerated creation is better than old, unfallen, creation. 

a) Adam and Eve were not regenerated 
b) Eden was not regenerated 

3. Going through death and into resurrection life creates a depth of love and appreciation, an 
indestructible life and faith, an eternally joyful and good reality with no potential for fallenness 

VI. This is why the angels were happier than the shepherds in Luke 1 
A. And why we rejoice at Christmas, even when we feel the fallenness of our world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


