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Romans 9:1-29 

Trusting God 

 

I. Trusting the Lord is what life is all about. Jn.11:21-27 

A. Martha: If you had been here, this wouldn’t have happened. 

B. Jesus: 4 days late…Do you trust me with life (resurrection and life) 

 

II. Romans chapters 9-11 are about trusting God when things don’t look right. 9:6. 

A. Gospel promises are wonderful (Rom.1-8) 

B. But God promised Israel that she would be saved and she has not come to Messiah…Jn.1:12-13 

C. These chapters were written for two reasons 

1. To explain why Israel has not come to Messiah in light of God’s promises to them. 

2. To instill confidence in the promise and word of God for those in the new covenant. 

 

III. Paul makes three points in these three chapters. 

A. Chapter 9 -- Israel’s unbelief has not derailed God’s plan. 9:1-29 (v.6) 

1. He is sovereign and providential in salvation promises. 

2. He has preserved a remnant from Israel along with many Gentiles. 

3. This section views everything from God’s perspective 

B. Chapter 10 -- Israel’s unbelief is their own responsibility. 9:30-10:20 

1. They are in a state of rebellion and willful ignorance. 

2. This section views everything from Man’s perspective 

3. God never creates unbelief in people – it’s there by their choice. 10:21 

C. Chapter 11 -- Israel’s unbelief is partial and temporary. 11:1-35 (v.1-2) 

1. Israel will be saved. 11:29. God will turn again to His nation and draw them to Him 

sovereignly. 

2. This section views everything from God’s perspective again—he will keep his promises to 

Israel. 11:33-36 

D. So, there must be some mysterious compatibility between God’s decisions and human decisions. 

There is. And nobody really knows how it works. Compatibilism. 

 

IV. The message of Romans 9. Israel’s unbelief did not derail God’s plan. 9:6 

A. Paul’s grief is constant, but his faith is solid. He trusts the Lord, 

 

V. Paul’s grief is constant.  Romans 9:1-5 

A. In a constant state of low-level grief, a drag on his joy and a sobering reminder of the cost of sin.   

1. Like remembering some tragedy in the midst of a party. 

2. He would give his own life for them if possible. 

B. Israel had everything and squandered it. 

1. Adoption, Glory, Covenants, Law, Temple, promises, Fathers, Christ 

  



 

VI. But his faith is solid. Four shocking realities:  9:6-29 

A. There’s more to being Israel than simply being Jewish.  6-9 

1. Abraham had other children, but it was through Isaac that the covenant came. 

2. God’s Personal Promise applied to an individual person was the key, not a generic 

membership in a racial family. 

3. Isaac was Promised by God, not the result of human planning or effort. 

4. The real Israel were the faithful Jews within the larger nation – the Remnant. 

 

B. There is more to our faith than our part in it. 10-13 

1. God’s promise it central. 9-10; 4:13-16; Gal. 3:18 

a) Abraham had Ishmael and Isaac, but only Isaac was born by promise and through 

faith.  7-9 (4:16) 

b) Isaac had both Jacob and Esau, yet God chose (by promising) Jacob before they were 

even born. 10-13 

2. God’s initiation is crucial. 9.  Jn. 6:44,65 

a) God comes and announces to Abe about Sarah having Isaac. Gen. 18:10.   

3. God’s choice is determinative.  11 

a) Hate here means “didn’t choose” or ignore by comparison.  Luke 14:26 

b) Choice = from eklogay = chosen or selected.  Selected from among others.  

c) KJV renders this “election” hence the name of the “doctrine of election.” 

d) Call = from kaleo = to summon or invite   

 

C. There is more to God’s decision than He will explain to us. 14-23. (Deut.29:29) 

1. He is not unjust to make choices. 14-16 

a) Ex.33:19. Moses, I make the decision of mercy. 

b) Ex.9:16. I raised Pharaoh up to judge him. 

(1) Pharaoh wanted with all his heart to fight God. 

(2) The Adolf Hitler of Egypt 

2. We are not in a place to talk back to him. 19-20 

a) We are “Pharaoh-Clay,” enemies of God (5:8,10) Eph,2:1-3 

3. He has a right to put up with evil people in order to show mercy to those he is rescuing. 21-

23 

D. There are more people in God’s family than just the Jews. 24-29. (Jn.10:16) 

1. He is choosing from among the Gentiles! 

a) Hosea 2:23; 1:10 

b) Isa.10:22; 1:9 

  



 

VII. Four Closing Thoughts. When you give your life to Christ, you’re giving everybody’s life to him. 

Trusting that he will do what is right with all humans.  

A. This is not about predestination—it is about God. 

1. Predestination/election. These are biblical doctrines. They are true. 

2. But Paul actually just trusts God personally. That’s his presupposition. 

B. This is not about God’s power—it is about His character. 

1. Will his word/promise be fulfilled? (6) 

2. Can we trust Him for everything in Rom.1-8? 

C. This is not about our reasoning—it is about our faith. 

1. Paul does not defend God’s decision by appeal to human reasoning. In 14-15; 19-20. 

2. God is the presupposition, not human Reason. 

3. Faith is reasonable, but not if you reject God, His Word, His Character. God is God. Human 

Reason is not God. 

D. So…this is not about God answering our questions. It’s about us answering His. Will we come to 

Jesus and learn to think like He does? 

1. Will we trust the Father like Jesus did? Matt.11:25-30 

 

VIII. Matt.11:25-30. 

A. Not just faith in Jesus, but the faith of Jesus… 

B. He trusted the Father’s decisions and offered His life to everybody who wanted it.  

 


