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Romans 9:25-10:13 

False Faith 
I. Matt.11:25-30. Where we left off last time. Jesus teaches us about real faith in God. 

A. He trusts the Father’s decisions about human destiny. 25-27 
1. Relying on the Father’s (and His own) wisdom in revelation. 

B. He offers His eternal life to anyone who will come. 28-30 
1. Letting go of the Pharisee weight of legalism (Matt.23) 

C. He relies on God’s revelation to a person to save them. 
1. This is not about serving God, yet. It is about trusting Him. 

D. This is the faith of Jesus: trusting God’s sovereignty and appealing to human responsibility at the same 
time. Compatibilism.  

 
II. The Gospel is incredibly good news! So why did God’s “chosen” people reject it?  

A. He promised Israel many things and they are not responding… 
B. Has God’s word to Israel failed? 9:6 

 
III. Paul answers this in three ways. Romans 9-11. 

A. Israel’s unbelief has not frustrated God’s plans. 9:1-29. 
1. God is not wringing his hands wondering what’s next or what to do. 

B. Israel’s unbelief is their own responsibility. 9:30-10:21 
1. God is not to blame for their moral decisions. 

C. Israel’s unbelief is temporary. 11:1-36 (11:29) 
1. God will bring them back because he promised that Israel would be saved. God’s gift/calling is 
irrevocable.  

D. This is a paradigm for understanding how God deals with someone he has made personal promises to. A “chosen one.” 

 
IV. Paul’s phase one answer. Four realities from Chapter 9 

A. There is more to being true Israel than being Jewish. 6-8 
1. Personal faith in God’s promise, not physical generation. 
2. The circumcised heart is what matters. Rom.2:25-29 

B. There is more to God’s work on earth than our will in it.  9-18 
1. God gets to make decisions, choices. 9,11 

C. There is more to God’s decision than He will tell us.  19-24 
1. Who are you to challenge God’s character? 

D. There are more people in God’s family than just Jews.  24-29 
1. He called from among the Jews – but also from the Gentiles! 
2. He is grafting Gentiles into the promise of Abraham, by faith in Christ. 

 
V. So, Gentiles got in and Israel missed out??!!  What’s that about?  9:30-10:13  

A. It’s about how they came. By works or by Faith. 9:30-33 
1. Jews, who had a rich history, pursued the Law and never arrived at righteousness. 
2. The Stumbling Stone is Christ. Isa.28:16; 8:14 

a) Christ was there to be built upon, but they tripped over him in their rush to the Torah. 
3. Repentant faith is very difficult for people who don’t think they need grace. 

B. It’s about what they submitted to. Torah or God’s righteousness 10:1-4 
1. We all submit to something or someone. Who or what will it be? The Torah (which we cannot 
keep anyway) or the grace of God in Christ? Matt.11:25-30 
2. Ignorant of God’s righteousness, they try to create their own.  
3. Christ is the telos, the goal and finish line of Torah.  

a) Messiah marks an entirely new era, Torah is over as a covenant guide. 

 



C. It’s about Who they trusted. Themselves or Christ? 10:5-13 
1. Moses told you that it was by faith all along. 5-8 (Deut.30:11-14) 

a) Lev.18:5 says if you do the commandments you will live by doing them. Life based on 
commandment keeping—but it’s impossible. 
b) Paul says Moses was pointing to Christ in Deut.30! 
c) 30% of all Paul’s OT quotes in all of his letters are found in Rom.9-11 

2. Expressed faith in Christ. 9-10 
a) The Person of Christ = Risen Lord God. Jn.20:28-29 

(1) God in the Flesh and Lord of the Cosmos (Matt.28:18-20) 
b) Work of Christ = God raised him from the dead.  

(1) Propitiation, Resurrection, Ascension. 3:20-28 
D. So, learn a lesson from failed religion and simply call on the name of the Lord Jesus. 11-13. 

 
VI. What can we learn here? Two things that pass for saving faith, but aren’t.  

A. Sincerity of religion is not saving faith in Christ. Jn.5:39 
1. Sincerity in religion without faith in Christ is a form of idolatry. 
2. People can be sincerely wrong in eternal matters! 
3. Being sincere and working hard at religious stuff – even the right religious stuff, the Torah – is 
not the point, and will miss the prize. 
4. In much of life, being sincere is what is important.   

a) But think about it.  Is it true that sincerity is all that counts, ever?  A sincere, 
incompetent surgeon? Pilot? 

5. It doesn’t matter how long you have been in church, if you have not actually trusted Christ as 
Lord and Savior personally, you are not born again. 

 
B.  Religious activity is not saving faith in Christ.  

1. Faith here must mean letting full weight down on God’s grace in Christ with no external help from us. A free-fall 
into Christ’s arms… 
2.  “Obedience” to God, even when it is to Christ, without absolute and exclusive trust in His 
sovereign grace becomes a form of disobedience – legalism.  
3. The symptoms of this malady? 

a) Constant fear that we have not done enough for God to make Him love us. 
b) Spiritual pride that we have done so much for God that He owes us. (Older Brother 
syndrome, Luke 15) 

 
VII. Questions to ask ourselves from this passage: 

A. Am I trying so hard to be holy that I am tripping over Grace? 
1. Is there rest in my soul?  

B. Am I basing my sense of security on my ministry and service instead of on the Lord’s sacrifice? 
C. Am I so confident of my religious membership (or spiritistic non-membership) that I will not trust 
Christ?   

 
 


