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I. Context: The Farewell Discourse. John 14-17. Jesus’s instructions following…
A. A strange Passover meal. (last Passover and first Communion/Eucharist. 1-4)
B. A radical teaching (foot washing. 5-20).
C. A dark betrayal. (Judas left to start the process of  crucifixion. 21-30)
D. There is more going on here than the disciples could possibly know.

II. After Judas leaves, Jesus teaches.
A. My Glory is here. 13:31-33 (17:1-5)

A.1. The Cross/Resurrection reveals Glory for God in Christ.
B. My Absence must happen. 13:33

B.1. But it is not desertion! I’m going to a place you cannot follow.
C. My Love will sustain you. 13:33-35

C.1. Through one another. Great Commandment. 34
D. My Spirit will emter and fill you. 14:15-18 (Acts 2)

D.1. This is Jesus’s own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. (Trinitarian)
D.2. This Spiritual life is Christ’s own eternal life—Vine Life.

III. I Am the True Vine. 15:1-17. Two Stunning Things…(Read All)
A. I Am the fulfillment of  Israel. (Lk.24:25-27;44-48)

A.1. The Vine in the OT is Israel. 
A.1.a) Ps.80:8-19; Isa.5:1-7; Jer.2:21; Hosea 10:1-2.
A.1.b) Note: Most of  these refer to Israel’s fruitlessness. Branch in Me that is fruitless? 

A.2. This is part of  the deep connection between the Old and New Covenants.
A.3. If  we are grafted into Christ, we are the “offspring of  Abraham” spiritually and are grafted into his promises. 

Gal.3:27-29
B. I Am the only source of  life and fruit. 4-5

B.1. Our culture says we are the source. Even though we’re temporary accidents?
B.2. Fruit: Character of  God in Jesus and mission of  God together (Gal.2:19-20; 4:19)

IV. So, Abide in Me. I am your permanent Home…you have a home…
A. Abide = meno = remain, stay, be permanent, used 11 times here. 

A.1. Our world does not really comprehend permanence because we have none.
A.2. Death, the 2nd Law, all things change, pass away.
A.3. And we long for something good and permanent, that if  it changes it is always building on and improving what’s there, 

not dying. This is God’s plan…
V. How do Christians abide in Christ? Four observations and one big reason…

A. They let His Life enter and transform them.   15:4,     14:15-18. 
A.1. By releasing our life to Him, His Spirit regenerates us. John 1:12-13; 3:3
A.2. The Spirit is Christ in us. Gal.2:24
A.3. We are not born in the vine. we must be grafted in, born again.
A.4. Christians pray always for the fullness of  His Spirit, but realize it is not “ecstasy” always—sometimes it is pruning.

B. They let His Word nourish and prune them.   15:7; 14:23-24
B.1. The Word and Spirit overlap spiritually. The nourishment of  our life.

B.1.a) The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 6:63
B.1.b) The Word is the Spirit’s scalpul. Heb.4:12

B.2. Which means loving the Lord means doing what He says.   1 Jn.5:1-5
B.2.a) The primary Word to obey is the gospel. Heb.1:1-3
B.2.b) But the gospel has entailments of  holiness, service, mission.

B.3. Both of  these things mean that He
B.3.a) Enlightens and educates our minds/hearts. 1 Cor.2:10-16
B.3.b) Removes dead wood. 
B.3.c) Trims live wood for fruit.





C. They let His People include and hone them. Love one another.   14:34; 15:17
C.1. Branches are connected to each other through the vine. They are different, and yet share the life.

C.1.a) No “solo” branches; No real spiritual connections that bypass the vine.
C.1.b) Unity based on another reality besides Christ will not bear spiritual fruit.

D. They let His Love draw and motivate them.   15:7, 16;   14:13-14;
D.1. They are motivated to pray and serve because He loves them.

D.1.a) Drawn into prayer: We talk to Him (pray) because he loves us
(D.1.a.1) A mind pruned for spiritual fruit in Christ will likely pray according to God’s will.

D.1.b) Motivated to grow and serve. Fruit-bearing.
D.2. He, in personal love, has taken the initiative, choosing us as friends.

D.2.a) One of  the traps of  Satan is to convince a real Christian that God doesn’t love them any 
more. If  you need to repent, repent. But don’t think the Lord doesn’t love you.

VI. Because only His risen life can save and sustain you. 15:13 
A. He laid down his life for you (and picked it up again). The background is the Cross.

A.1. By dying and rising for us, he takes us into His life now and forever.
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