
15086-D November 1, 2015 

Jesus in Obadiah  

 

I. Luke 24:25-27, 44-47 

A. The entire OT is about Jesus, points to the gospel. 

1. Even his suffering, death, and resurrection. 

B. The Bible is not a collection of stories, but one story—with a stunning conclusion 

1. Not religious instruction sprinkled with stories, but a Story sprinkled with instruction.  

a) The story is the indicative—what God is doing.  

b) The instruction is the imperative—how we should respond to what He is doing. 

2. It is not actually about us, except that we are the beneficiaries of God’s work. 

3. Reading the OT without the cross will make you think you are hearing from God, but will not 

actually be the message of God. Heb.1:1-3 

C. The Lord must open our minds to really understand the gospel and the OT. 

1. This happens when you start actually trusting Jesus as the saving Lord. 

2. The Spirit opens our understanding.  

3. Do you ask him to do this when you read the Bible? It is a supernatural experience to read the 

Word as a Christian. 

II. Background on Obadiah.  

A. The message and the players. 

1. The Author: Obadiah.  Practically nothing is known of him. 

2. Israel: victimized by their own disobedience to God, and sacked by Babylon. 

a) But also attacked by the Edomites who didn’t have a reason to attack. 

3. Edomites are the descendants of Esau, brother of Jacob (Israel) 

a) Edom is located south of the Dead Sea in a rocky part of the landscape, basically impervious 

to invasion. 

B. The Times: Israel has been attacked and sacked by enemies. 

1. Probably at or right after the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem. 586 BC. 

a) The Babylonian Captivity is a crucial marker in God’s relationship with Israel 

2. It is the ultimate fulfillment of Deut.28 where God told Israel that he was giving them their land, 

but that if they became idolaters and broke covenant with him he would discipline them by taking 

them out of the land. 

C. The way things look:  

1. God’s people (Israel) look like they are over. 

a) Babylon has taken them into captivity 

2. God’s enemies (Babylon) look like they are winning. 

a) Babylon (like a lion) and Edom (like a hyena) 

b) Edom is completely ignoring God’s covenant with Israel and treating life as though God did 

not exist. 

3. But nobody is taking God’s person and word into consideration. (Two important themes in the 

Prophets that we won’t dwell on here) 

a) God is running human history, not humans alone. 

(1) He is sovereign and active, providential and covenantal 

b) God keeps his promises 

(1) To bless humanity through the seed of Abraham. Gen.12:1-3 

(a) And he will curse those who curse Abraham’s seed. 

(2) To give Israel the promised land. Gen.15:12-20 

(3) To discipline Israel for apostasy and idolatry. Deut.28 
  



 

III. Obadiah’s Message against Edom. 1-21. 

A. A fortress of pride. 1-9. 

1. Arrogance (pride of your heart NIV) is deceptive -- v.3  

a) Arrogance = zadown = from zed = “boil”.  It is pride, hubris, arrogance. 

(1) Am I Hot or What?!! 

b) Edom was so mountainous and high in altitude that it could defend itself easily against even a 

large army. 

c) The deception is that you are “bullet-proof,” that even God can’t reach you. v.4 

d) Who will bring me down? They ask.  “I will” says God. 

2. Pride is intoxicating, like a person taking cocaine, thinking they really are the life of the party 

(1) It hurts others and makes us look stupid. 

(2) So the Lord arranges to cure us of it by the application of humility—humiliation.  

B. Produces a character of oppression.  10-14. 

1. Four aspects to the violence against Israel. 11-14 

a) Withholding help: 11 

(1) They stood by as Jerusalem was raped.  

(2) Even though the Lord was judging Judah for apostasy, he expected Edom to help Judah 

and not act like an enemy. 

b) Gloating over the destruction: 12 

(1) They gloated over Jerusalem’s judgment.  

c) Looting the city: 13 

(1) Cashing in unjustly on another’s misfortune 

d) Victimizing the refugees: 14 

(1) Killing or selling into slavery 

C. Which brings about a universal judgment. 15-16.  

1. The Day of the Lord…all the nations…15.  

a) A decisive period of time in history in which both judgment and rescue are brought about 

by God singlehandedly in the same even or series of events.  

b) Evil is judged. 

c) Covenant life is rescued. 

d) A new reality comes into being. The Kingdom.  

e) All three of these are seen in Obadiah 8-15 

2. Three things to note about the Day: 15-16 

a) It is universal. 15 

(1) All nations will be judged, like Edom 

(2) Edom is a sort of symbol of godless human government. In Revelation it is called Harlot 

Babylon 

b) It is poetic. 15b 

(1) What you did will be done to you. Poetic Justice.  

(2) Edom was destroyed as a civilization sometime in mid-6th century BC 

c) It is nearer than they think. 15a 

(1) Nearer than we think, as in the time of Noah. Mtt.24:36-39 

D. Which amazingly results in restoration and peace for God’s people. 17-21 

1. Israel will have a remnant that will survive. 17 

a) Edom will be destroyed. 18 

2. Israel will be re-gathered from exile. 20 

3. Israel will possess the land it has lost. Deut.1:7 

a) These place-names are important and point to God giving the land he promised back to Israel 

in a perfect environment—the Kingdom of God. 

4. The hope for the world is not our kingdoms but God’s kingdom. 21 



5. The Kingdom is the Key to seeing Christ here. He is the King in God’s Kingdom, the One who 

will take judgment into mercy and restore God’s reign in the world. 

 

IV. Why does the Lord want his people to hear about a judgment against their enemies? This is a message 

about Edom, but given to Israel. Why? Three suggestions: 

A. So that they will be on guard against their own arrogance and pride. 3-4 

1. Arrogance/pride/conceit is a worse danger than calamity. 2 Cor.12:7-12 

a) Humility is a greater virtue/value than success. Phil.2 

2. Things to know about pride/arrogance 

a) It grows in our strengths. (Edom’s rocky fortresses) 

(1) The things we’re really good at are the things we will be arrogant about. Don’t look for 

pride in an area of your life that you are not invested in. 

b) It shows in our treatment of others. (Oppression) 

(1) Anger? Who are you angry at and why?  

(2) Abuse verbally, physically, professionally? 

c) It destroys relationship with God and others around us. 

(1) Because it undermines repentance and forgiveness (grace). 

(2) Prideful people are not gracious and they do not repent. 

3. How does God deal with it in our hearts? 

a) Sorrow, grief, loss, humiliation—which then releases us to be genuinely free in grace. 

Nothing to prove or lose. Just people in Christ. 

B. So that they will trust God’s judgment and not their own. 15 

1. The day of the Lord is coming.  

a) There is a real judgment and it is crucial to understand this. 

b) Our culture doesn’t like the idea of a God who judges all human evil, but what is the option? 

c) A God who doesn’t distinguish between right and wrong is not worth worshipping. 

2. (Oddly) You must trust God’s wrath as much as his grace! Rom.12:17-19 

a) When others victimize you, you want vengeance. 

(1) If you take the vengeance you become a perpetrator. 

(2) If you can’t take the vengeance you become bitter, angry, depressed, suicidal. 

(3) The only way out is to trust the Lord to bring vengeance. Rom.12:17-19 

C. So that they will look to a coming king from David’s line. The King in God’s Kingdom in v.21. 

1. Great David’s Greater Son will be the king on God’s kingdom and He will solve the problem of 

human evil, miraculously See Amos 9:11-21 

2. But if judgment is really against all human sin, and I too am a sinner, then what hope is there for 

me to be in God’s kingdom? 

3. The Cross and the Resurrection are the best news humanity could ever receive. Luke 24:45-48 

a) Evil is killed 

b) Sins are forgiven 

c) A New Reality is in play—the inaugurated Kingdom. 

V. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the answer. The Mystery of Messiah—that he joins us in our sin, absorbing 

our evil, paying for our pride and arrogance, and then offering us his love and security forever. This makes 

us humble, forgiving, gracious, bold, serving people in a hard world. 


