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I. Jesus told his friends to find him in the propets (Lk.24:25-27; 44:47)
A. So, we are in the Minor Prophets, listening for Jesus’ voice.

II. Micah 1:1-9.
A. God’s indictment of Israel and Judah
B. The grief of the prophet himself. 8-9

III. Previously in the prophetic story…
A. God’s plan for Israel was to have a loving covenant with them.   Deut.6:1-6  .

A.1. He gave them his Word.
A.2. He initiated a covenant with them (married them)
A.3. But it was a very hard marriage for the Lord…

B. Israel never actually did this consistently. (Acts 7. Stephen’s farewell speech)
B.1. They rebelled at Sinai (Golden calf)
B.2. They rebelled in the desert. 
B.3. They refused to enter Canaan.
B.4. When they finally did go into Canaan  they caved into chaos and paganism (Judges)
B.5. When their kings came along thy still didn’t really walk with God

B.5.a) Saul was a failure 
B.5.b) David was chosen, but flawed Though he was the high point because, though he was 

flawed, he loved the Lord supremely, repenting and grieving over his sin.
B.5.c) Solomon started well but ended in idolatry.

B.6. When Solomon died, they had a civil war. (930BC)
(B.6.a.1) Samaria/Ephraim/Israel in the north. Completely idolatrous

(B.6.a.1.a)Except for the remnant kept by grace 
(B.6.a.2) Jerusalem/Judah in the south. Temple, priesthood, Davidic kings, but massively 

influenced by idolatry.
C. So God sent the prophets to interpret the history and bring the people back into the word.

C.1. The prophets had basically three jobs:
C.1.a) Call them back to the Deuteronomic Covenant of Love and Trust. 

(C.1.a.1) This was something of a suicide mission for the prophets, but it had to be done.
C.1.b) Warn them that real judgment was coming because of their evil.

(C.1.b.1) Samaria fell in 722 to Assyria
(C.1.b.2) Jerusalem fell in 586 to Babylon

C.1.c) Promise them that God would save them. (What?)
(C.1.c.1) Micah especially brings the message of judgment and salvation almost in the same 

breath. 
C.2. Micah spoke to Israel and Judah in the 8  th   cent BC.

C.2.a) Wealthy and idolatrous time 



IV. Four things the Lord is saying to Israel.
A. Your heart has gone to your Self instead of to Me. 1:7 (idols are Self-Salvation)

A.1. The idols were fertility gods—profit gods in an agrarian society. 
A.1.a) A Wall Street God, promising wealth without moral responsibility.

A.2. They offered superstitious security and moral autonomy. That is Self-worship.
A.3. Baal said, You make your sacrifices and I’ll make you rich. 
A.4. YHWH said, you repent and come to me and I’ll make you just and good

B. Your Self has led you to oppression, injustice, and doom.
B.1. Oppression. 2:1-3
B.2. Victimization. 3:1-3; 9-12
B.3. Abuse of power. 6:9-16
B.4. How you treat others is the measure of your actual faith/idolatry.

C. Your evil means that your sacrifices will not save you.   6:6-8
C.1. You cannot save yourselves by your own sacrifices
C.2. And neither will trying to obey 6:8 without Christ!!!

D. But Your Lord will save you… your King is coming…5:1-5
D.1. He will be born in Bethlehem. 5:2
D.2. He will restore Israel and the world. 4:1-5
D.3. He will fulfill justice, kindness, and humility. 6:8 (Jesus fulfills the Law. Matt.5:
D.4. Because He will be the Firstborn who is sacrificed for the sins of the faithful. 6:7

V. Come to this King—Jesus Christ. 
A. We come to Jesus, not Moses. Heb.1:1-3
B. He fulfills the demand for justice, kindness, and humility. Matt.5:17
C. He fills us with His Spirit to live in the reality of Micah 6:8. He is the source of our justice, kindness 

and humility. 
VI. If you belong to this King, this Saving Lord. Then his character is yours.

A. Justice (what is right for all people); Kindess (Hesed, covenant love); Humility before God (Phil.2:1-
13)
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