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I. Jesus warned against God’s judgment as the backdrop for his message of mercy. Matt.13:36-43
A. This age ends with a final judgment. It gets worse before it gets better.
B. Very counterintuitive for westerners (not for other parts of the world). Yet this is Jesus. 

II. This theme of judgment is all through the Bible, especially in the prophets. Nahum a case in point.
A. Author.  Nahum.  (Comfort)

A.1. Not much is known of his personal life.
B. Recipients: Judah under the Assyrian shadow.

B.1. End of 7th Century BC (640-609 BC)
B.1.a) Josiah is (probably) on the throne in Jerusalem.  640-609 BC (31 good years)

B.2. Jonah preached to Nineveh about repentance 100 years previously and Nineveh repented.
B.3. But Nahum preaches to Judah about Nineveh. God is not offering grace to Nineveh here. They are

unrepentantly evil and worshipping themselves
C. Message: Nineveh will be terminated with extreme prejudice. 

C.1. Impressive and powerful capital of Assyria in late 7th century BC. Impregnable 
C.1.a) Huge walls 50-100 feet high and almost as wide, four chariots abreast.  1200 defense 

towers.  140 ft. moat, 60 feet deep.
C.1.b) Fabulous palaces, great opulence, huge army.
C.1.c) Population: Perhaps 300,000 (BKC, p. 1472 Jonah)

C.2. Brutal unrivaled superpower from 9th to 7th centuries BC.
C.2.a) Assyria = Nazism, Stalinism, ISIS, Boko Haram—but worse.

III. Nahum’s Judgment Oracle in three scenes:
A. Chapter 1. God’s character—Good, but dangerous. 

A.1. YHWH is utterly fed up with evil. 1-11
A.1.a) Every Hebrew word for anger is used in the first 9 verses!

A.2. YHWH will destroy Nineveh and rescue Judah. 12-15
A.2.a) This is the only light and hope in this entire oracle.

A.3. YHWH is both good and wrathful/dangerous? Of course! We can’t—but He must! (Love and 
anger are not mutually exclusive)
A.3.a) We already agree on this, don’t we? There is such a thing as righteous wrath. We certainly

reserve the right to think of ourselves as good and mad at the same time, don’t we? 
A.4. How do you understand God? Is he easy to manage and control? Domesticated? Tame?  

Powerful, but essentially harmless? A “safe” Lord?
B. Chapter 2. Nineveh’s fall—Inevitible and violent. 

B.1. Prepare, but it won’t do any good against God. 2:1
B.1.a) Nineveh had 40 acres of stockpiled weaponry!  Useless!

B.2. The battle is described in graphic “prophetic present”. 3-7
B.2.a) The poetry is the highest in the prophets. Extremely beautiful literature in Hebrew.
B.2.b) Remember that poetry is the language of emotion, feeling as well as fact.

C. Chapter 3. The world’s joy—Relieved and rejoicing.
C.1. Woe to the bloody city…the world claps. 3:19
C.2. Your career of evil has made you an enemy of God.  3:1-7
C.3. Your wound is incurable. Your cruelty never stops 3:18-19

D. Is there any hope? Yes, for God’s people—but not for his unrepentant enemies.
D.1. The “good news” (gospel) is for Judah. 1:15



IV. Three needed observations about Nahum’s oracle of judgment.
A. This is not discipline—it is destruction. 

A.1. Israel was disciplined, but received mercy based on a covenant of grace. Micah.7:18-20
A.2. Assyria has no covenant of grace with God. It is as evil as the gods it worships.
A.3. God disciplines his children (Heb.12:3-11). But he destroys his enemies.

B. This is not a command—it is a warning. 
B.1. Not a rationale for us to take vengeance—it is God’s work. (Rom.12:19-20)
B.2. Nahum says that God will bring vengeance, not us.

C. This is not just history—it is prophecy.
C.1. All judgment oracles in the Bible are shadows of a coming and final judgment.
C.2. There is a coming “day of the Lord.” 1 Thess.5:1-11; 2 Thess.1:5-12; Rev.19

V. How is Nahum comforting to God’s people? We cannot survive emotionally or mentally if we do not 
grasp the concept of judgment as described in the Bible. 

VI. Six good reasons to appreciate God’s judgment on evil:
A. It tells us where evil is going—to perdition.   Matt.13:36-43

A.1. The biggest question about evil is not where it came from, but where it’s going.
A.2. It means that life has meaning because evil will be judged. 
A.3. It matters that we do what is right, even when others aren’t looking.

B. It warns us to repent and seek refuge in the Lord’s grace. 1:7;   Luke 13:1-5
B.1. Judgment against all evil reminds us of our own, which draws us to the relief of repentance and 

forgiveness. 
B.2. Knowing that a terrible judgment is coming moves us back from the edge of sin.

C. It enables us to let go of our own hatred. Rom.12:19-21
C.1. The ability to forgive can only occur if we know for a fact that ultimate judgment is coming. 
C.2. A God with no wrath/hell actually encourages human vengeance. Q, Volf

C.2.a) It means that nobody gets away with anything.
D. It confirms our deep desire/intuition that love is eternal and evil is temporary.  1 Jn.4:8

D.1. We have a deep desire/intuition for love and purity of life—the absence of evil.
D.2. Love is eternal because the Trinity is reality. God is Love. 
D.3. Love is holy and holiness is loving. One without the other is meaningless.

D.3.a) “Love” without ultimate goodness (holiness) is empty and evil.
E. It means God loves us infinitely more than we can imagine.   1 Jn.2:1-2

E.1. The judgment he brings against sin is the judgment he bore for our sin. 2 Cor.5:21. John 3:16. 
God’s Love for the World.
E.1.a) He is our propitiation = He bore this judgment himself in order to save us.

E.2. The good news is for those who belong to the Lord. 1:15 (Micah 7:18-20)
E.2.a) Nahum 1:15. Good news. Shalom will follow judgment. Keep your feasts…
E.2.b) Isa. 52:7 Good news—Our God Reigns
E.2.c) Rom.10:14-15. Good news—The Lord Jesus is the fulfillment…

F. It moves us into mission and service.   Rom.10:11-15
F.1. Jesus said he came to seek and save the lost (Lk.19:9-10)
F.2. Jesus told us to tell everyone to repent and be forgiveness in Him. Lk.24:46-48
F.3. We are part of something bigger than our own lives, and our labor is not in vain in the Lord. 1 

Cor.15:58
VII. Some pastoral Advice.

A. Let the judgment of God stabilize your faith and increase your awe of God.
B. Let the redemptive gospel of God prioritize your life and bring relief to your guilt and shame.
C. Let the grace of God draw you to Christ and the kingdom, today
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