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I. Jn.11:21-26. Martha asks an honest and grieving question: Where were you Lord? 
A. Jesus tells Martha she needs to get her mind off of the death of her brother and onto Him (!). 
B. Who does he think he is so say such a thing? 
C. He is the resurrection and the life and only by looking at him will we gain perspective in a truly dark 

and dying world.
II. Habakkuk is a book of personal struggle in the face of social evil. He asks God where He is.

A. Habakkuk initiates the interchange with God that results in the prophecy to the nation. 
III. Basic Info on Habakkuk. 

A. The Author: Habakkuk himself.
A.1. Not much is known except what can be seen from his writing.

A.1.a) He is well educated, articulate, poetic, sensitive, spiritual, loyal to YHWH. 
A.1.b) A godly man in a tough situation whose prayer life is brutally honest.

B. The Background for Habakkuk: End of 7th Century BC (640-609 BC)
B.1. Josiah’s good reign.  640-609 BC (31 good years)

B.1.a) Three important spiritual events happened in this period:
(B.1.a.1) Reformation was begun.  (2 Kings.22; 2Chron.34)
(B.1.a.2) Book of the Law was discovered in the Temple (2 Kings.22; 2Chron. 34)

B.2. Judah’s dire straits.
B.2.a) Spiritual Apostasy.

(B.2.a.1) After Josiah’s death, the nation quickly reverted back to its rebellion. The reforms 
faded. The elites (shepherds) were debauched.

(B.2.a.2) Religion was at best syncretistic blend of true faith with pagan superstition left over 
from Manasseh.

B.2.b) International Unrest.  
(B.2.b.1) Babylon (Chaldeans) was on the rise, destroying Assyria, overcoming Egypt.

C. The Message of Habakkuk: personal, national, international, eternal.
C.1. A personal crisis of faith for Habakkuk. 1:2-4. (Like Jonah, but better)

C.1.a) Dialogue between Habakkuk and the Lord rather than a sermon to the people.  
C.1.b) A wrestling with God about people rather than a sermon to people about God.
C.1.c) Brought on by the massive evil and injustice in the world, Israel.

C.2. A prophecy of discipline for apostate Judah. 1:5-11
C.2.a) What we “overhear” in Habakkuk is a prophecy against Judah that the Babylonians 

would soon destroy and remove the nation.
C.3. A prophecy of destruction for pagan Babylon. 2:2-20

C.3.a) Though Babylon will defeat Judah, they won’t get away with anything.
C.4. A prophecy of restoration to the entire world. 2:14

C.4.a) The knowledge of the glory of the Lord will cover the earth.
IV. Habakkuk’s Oracle. 

A. Chapter 1:1-2:1. Habakkuk sees the darkness of his world and questions God.
A.1. Where are You, Lord! How long Oh Lord! 1:1-4

A.1.a) Things are not the way they should be and God should be doing something about it.
A.1.b) Note the implied justice of God, that he should stop the evil.

A.2. I’m right here, doing more than you can imagine.  1:5-11
A.2.a) Paul quotes this in Acts 13:41 about the gospel.

A.3. What!?  How can you do that?  They’re worse than we are! 1:12-17
A.3.a) Very honest response, quite intense. Ps.88; 39

A.4. I’ll wait to see what the Lord says. 1



A.4.a) Waiting in a receptive place, really wanting to know God’s will.
A.4.b) But with a willingness to believe God’s word.
A.4.c) Are you sure you want the wisdom God’s word conveys?

B. Chapter 2:2-20. God gives him more than he expects.
B.1. OK, Habakkuk, Write this down.  Tell your friends. 2-3

B.1.a) The fulfillment will take time, though.
B.1.b) It will delay, so wait for it. (Happened within the next 20 years)

B.2. Pride will be humanity’s undoing.  4-6
B.2.a) Note that the “puffing up” is pride that stops people from even thinking they need to 

repent.
B.3. But nobody will get away with anything. 

B.3.a) Five ways the world gets what it wants and loses what it needs.   (Warning to the 
Babylonians)
(B.3.a.1) Woe to those who succeed by what is not theirs.  6-8

(B.3.a.1.a)Thievery, robbery; living on borrowed time and money.
(B.3.a.2) Woe to those who succeed by treachery. 9-11

(B.3.a.2.a)Extortion. Evil gain = any progress made by evil means.
(B.3.a.3) Woe to those who succeed by violence. 12-14

(B.3.a.3.a)Murder. People waste their time without God.
(B.3.a.4) Woe to those who succeed by manipulation. 15-17

(B.3.a.4.a)Make them drunk and take advantage of them.
(B.3.a.4.b)Schemes and plans to get what you want.  Flattery, bribery, intoxication, 

seduction.
(B.3.a.5) Woe to those who succeed by idolatry. 18-20

(B.3.a.5.a)Most common Bible word for unbelief.
(B.3.a.5.b)The worship of what humanity has made: in our day these are philosophies and 

false religions.
B.3.b) The Lord is sovereign and in his temple (present in his creation = temple).v20

C. Chapter Three.  Habakkuk’s psalm of praise. Shigionoth may be a type of instrument. (Ps.7:1)
C.1. I’m amazed and impressed with you Lord. 1-2

C.1.a) Terrifying, yet somehow comforting.
C.1.b) What a relief to be told we are wrong…

C.2. I remember your previous power: The Lord delivering Israel through the Exodus.  3-15
C.2.a) The wrath of the Lord paved the way for Israel’s escape. 3-12
C.2.b) The goal of the Lord was judgment against his enemies. 13-15

C.3. I remember my own weakness: 16 Habakkuk is thunder-struck
C.3.a) Like Isaiah, completely undone—in order to be re-done.
C.3.b) Stunned, but relieved that God is so terribly trustworthy.

C.4. I trust you now, no matter what. 17-19
C.4.a) I will trust you no matter what it looks like around me.
C.4.b) I have a firm footing on a high and safe place. 
C.4.c) Confusion has become confidence, even though the answers have not been what 

Habakkuk wanted.



V. Advice from a relieved prophet on what NOT to do in a dark world:
A. Don’t look for a second opinion—there is no other God

A.1. Habakkuk knows that God is sovereign. This is what bothers him, but it is also what keeps him 
talking to the Lord.

A.2. People often think that turning away from God in the face of trauma is the only thing they can do. 
But think again. Where will you go? (Jn.6:68)

B. Don’t give God the silent treatment—Prayer is still the way
B.1. Habakkuk is praying.He keeps talking to the Lord through the whole thing.
B.2. Staying away from prayer when things are hard will get you nowhere.

B.2.a) “I’m not getting anything out of coming to God” Well, you won’t get anything out of 
staying away

C. Don’t assume that you see it all—only God is omniscient. (2 Cor.5:7)
C.1. Habakkuk thought he was seeing it all and that its all bad. but is corrected by the Lord. 
C.2. If God is big enough to blame for not stopping evil, then he is big enough to have reasons for it 

that we cannot understand yet. 
C.3. The Cross of Christ is the ultimate paradigm of this reality

D. Don’t loosen your grip on the New Covenant. 2:4, 14; 3:2.   This is our focus and mission
D.1. Because radical faith in Him is the way into the light. 2:4. 

D.1.a) And that faith in God is faith in Christ. Jn.14:6
(D.1.a.1) This verse is the John “3:16” of the OT.

D.1.b) Rom. 1:17.  Righteousness is provided through radical faith in the Lord.
D.1.c) Gal. 3:11-12.  Faith in Christ is the way, not faith in Torah obedience.
D.1.d) Heb. 10:37-38.  Saving Faith persists.

D.2. Because there is a place where wrath and mercy meet. 3:2.
D.2.a) The Cross of Christ. This is where we live

D.3. Because this evil age will come to an end and the Lord will reign. 2:14


	I. Jn.11:21-26. Martha asks an honest and grieving question: Where were you Lord?
	A. Jesus tells Martha she needs to get her mind off of the death of her brother and onto Him (!).
	B. Who does he think he is so say such a thing?
	C. He is the resurrection and the life and only by looking at him will we gain perspective in a truly dark and dying world.

	II. Habakkuk is a book of personal struggle in the face of social evil. He asks God where He is.
	A. Habakkuk initiates the interchange with God that results in the prophecy to the nation.

	III. Basic Info on Habakkuk.
	A. The Author: Habakkuk himself.
	A.1. Not much is known except what can be seen from his writing.
	A.1.a) He is well educated, articulate, poetic, sensitive, spiritual, loyal to YHWH.
	A.1.b) A godly man in a tough situation whose prayer life is brutally honest.


	B. The Background for Habakkuk: End of 7th Century BC (640-609 BC)
	B.1. Josiah’s good reign. 640-609 BC (31 good years)
	B.1.a) Three important spiritual events happened in this period:
	(B.1.a.1) Reformation was begun. (2 Kings.22; 2Chron.34)
	(B.1.a.2) Book of the Law was discovered in the Temple (2 Kings.22; 2Chron. 34)


	B.2. Judah’s dire straits.
	B.2.a) Spiritual Apostasy.
	(B.2.a.1) After Josiah’s death, the nation quickly reverted back to its rebellion. The reforms faded. The elites (shepherds) were debauched.
	(B.2.a.2) Religion was at best syncretistic blend of true faith with pagan superstition left over from Manasseh.

	B.2.b) International Unrest.
	(B.2.b.1) Babylon (Chaldeans) was on the rise, destroying Assyria, overcoming Egypt.



	C. The Message of Habakkuk: personal, national, international, eternal.
	C.1. A personal crisis of faith for Habakkuk. 1:2-4. (Like Jonah, but better)
	C.1.a) Dialogue between Habakkuk and the Lord rather than a sermon to the people.
	C.1.b) A wrestling with God about people rather than a sermon to people about God.
	C.1.c) Brought on by the massive evil and injustice in the world, Israel.

	C.2. A prophecy of discipline for apostate Judah. 1:5-11
	C.2.a) What we “overhear” in Habakkuk is a prophecy against Judah that the Babylonians would soon destroy and remove the nation.

	C.3. A prophecy of destruction for pagan Babylon. 2:2-20
	C.3.a) Though Babylon will defeat Judah, they won’t get away with anything.

	C.4. A prophecy of restoration to the entire world. 2:14
	C.4.a) The knowledge of the glory of the Lord will cover the earth.



	IV. Habakkuk’s Oracle.
	A. Chapter 1:1-2:1. Habakkuk sees the darkness of his world and questions God.
	A.1. Where are You, Lord! How long Oh Lord! 1:1-4
	A.1.a) Things are not the way they should be and God should be doing something about it.
	A.1.b) Note the implied justice of God, that he should stop the evil.

	A.2. I’m right here, doing more than you can imagine. 1:5-11
	A.2.a) Paul quotes this in Acts 13:41 about the gospel.

	A.3. What!? How can you do that? They’re worse than we are! 1:12-17
	A.3.a) Very honest response, quite intense. Ps.88; 39

	A.4. I’ll wait to see what the Lord says. 1
	A.4.a) Waiting in a receptive place, really wanting to know God’s will.
	A.4.b) But with a willingness to believe God’s word.
	A.4.c) Are you sure you want the wisdom God’s word conveys?


	B. Chapter 2:2-20. God gives him more than he expects.
	B.1. OK, Habakkuk, Write this down. Tell your friends. 2-3
	B.1.a) The fulfillment will take time, though.
	B.1.b) It will delay, so wait for it. (Happened within the next 20 years)

	B.2. Pride will be humanity’s undoing. 4-6
	B.2.a) Note that the “puffing up” is pride that stops people from even thinking they need to repent.

	B.3. But nobody will get away with anything.
	B.3.a) Five ways the world gets what it wants and loses what it needs. (Warning to the Babylonians)
	(B.3.a.1) Woe to those who succeed by what is not theirs. 6-8
	(B.3.a.1.a) Thievery, robbery; living on borrowed time and money.

	(B.3.a.2) Woe to those who succeed by treachery. 9-11
	(B.3.a.2.a) Extortion. Evil gain = any progress made by evil means.

	(B.3.a.3) Woe to those who succeed by violence. 12-14
	(B.3.a.3.a) Murder. People waste their time without God.

	(B.3.a.4) Woe to those who succeed by manipulation. 15-17
	(B.3.a.4.a) Make them drunk and take advantage of them.
	(B.3.a.4.b) Schemes and plans to get what you want. Flattery, bribery, intoxication, seduction.

	(B.3.a.5) Woe to those who succeed by idolatry. 18-20
	(B.3.a.5.a) Most common Bible word for unbelief.
	(B.3.a.5.b) The worship of what humanity has made: in our day these are philosophies and false religions.


	B.3.b) The Lord is sovereign and in his temple (present in his creation = temple).v20


	C. Chapter Three. Habakkuk’s psalm of praise. Shigionoth may be a type of instrument. (Ps.7:1)
	C.1. I’m amazed and impressed with you Lord. 1-2
	C.1.a) Terrifying, yet somehow comforting.
	C.1.b) What a relief to be told we are wrong…

	C.2. I remember your previous power: The Lord delivering Israel through the Exodus. 3-15
	C.2.a) The wrath of the Lord paved the way for Israel’s escape. 3-12
	C.2.b) The goal of the Lord was judgment against his enemies. 13-15

	C.3. I remember my own weakness: 16 Habakkuk is thunder-struck
	C.3.a) Like Isaiah, completely undone—in order to be re-done.
	C.3.b) Stunned, but relieved that God is so terribly trustworthy.

	C.4. I trust you now, no matter what. 17-19
	C.4.a) I will trust you no matter what it looks like around me.
	C.4.b) I have a firm footing on a high and safe place.
	C.4.c) Confusion has become confidence, even though the answers have not been what Habakkuk wanted.



	V. Advice from a relieved prophet on what NOT to do in a dark world:
	A. Don’t look for a second opinion—there is no other God
	A.1. Habakkuk knows that God is sovereign. This is what bothers him, but it is also what keeps him talking to the Lord.
	A.2. People often think that turning away from God in the face of trauma is the only thing they can do. But think again. Where will you go? (Jn.6:68)

	B. Don’t give God the silent treatment—Prayer is still the way
	B.1. Habakkuk is praying.He keeps talking to the Lord through the whole thing.
	B.2. Staying away from prayer when things are hard will get you nowhere.
	B.2.a) “I’m not getting anything out of coming to God” Well, you won’t get anything out of staying away


	C. Don’t assume that you see it all—only God is omniscient. (2 Cor.5:7)
	C.1. Habakkuk thought he was seeing it all and that its all bad. but is corrected by the Lord.
	C.2. If God is big enough to blame for not stopping evil, then he is big enough to have reasons for it that we cannot understand yet.
	C.3. The Cross of Christ is the ultimate paradigm of this reality

	D. Don’t loosen your grip on the New Covenant. 2:4, 14; 3:2. This is our focus and mission
	D.1. Because radical faith in Him is the way into the light. 2:4.
	D.1.a) And that faith in God is faith in Christ. Jn.14:6
	(D.1.a.1) This verse is the John “3:16” of the OT.

	D.1.b) Rom. 1:17. Righteousness is provided through radical faith in the Lord.
	D.1.c) Gal. 3:11-12. Faith in Christ is the way, not faith in Torah obedience.
	D.1.d) Heb. 10:37-38. Saving Faith persists.

	D.2. Because there is a place where wrath and mercy meet. 3:2.
	D.2.a) The Cross of Christ. This is where we live

	D.3. Because this evil age will come to an end and the Lord will reign. 2:14



