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I. Jesus said to seek first the Kingdom. Matt.6:25-34 

A. Life is complex and requires us to give attention to many things—survival. 

1. But we cannot and do not give equal weight to all things. 

2. And we cannot function with all things in random order. Just reacting to life. 

B. Yet, there must be a gravitational Center to our life or havoc results in our hearts 

1. It cannot simply be random 

2. A purpose for living, meaning in life. 

C. That Center cannot be simply the acquisition of things in this age (Matt.6:19-24) 

1. The anxiety comes from having temporal things as the Center of life.  

2. Jesus mentions anxiety (meremnao) 6 times 

D. That Center must be the Lord and what He is doing in us and the world. KingdomThink 

E. God is doing something on the earth, in time and space. There is a history happening that will lead to 

the death and resurrection of the universe and the summing up of all things in a New King—Jesus. 

(Eph.1:10) 

II. Haggai: a case study in disordered living 

A. The Background 520 BC (2nd year of Darius of Persia) 

1. After the Babylonian Exile. 605-536 

a) 70 years of discipline to bring the nation back to the Lord 

2. Time to rebuild the nation starting with the temple. 536-400. Persian period 

a) Ezra and Nehemiah serve in Judah 

b) Back in Persia -- Esther 

3. Prophets of the re-model 

a) Haggai.  520; Zechariah  520; Malachi  438 

B. The Author 

1. Known and respected in the community.  Ezra 5:1, 6:14 

2. But we don’t know much about him. 

C. The Recipients:   Spiritual and Civil leaders representing the whole nation 

1. Zerubbabel, the governor (David’s descendant)  

2. Joshua the High Priest (Aaron’s descendant) 

D. The Assignment -- Corrective encouragement to re-build the Temple 

1. Four messages over 4 months in the same year, between August and December in 520 BC 

2. A good start had been made. 

a) They started the sacrifices in the 7th month of the first year back (536) 

b) They started the temple foundation in the second month of the second year. (535) 

3. But trouble began at this point.  (535) Ezra 4:1-5 

a) Opposition.  People pressure from surrounding clans.  

(1) Samaritans to the North began to oppose the construction. 

b) Competition.  Schedule pressure. 

(1) Pressures of daily home-building took priority for many of the people. 

4. Result:  16 years of idle spirituality—temple foundation built, but not completed. 

  



 

III. Haggai’s 4 Messages.  

A. Listen up! I have a beef with you. 1:1-15 

1. Your procrastination is planned.  1:1-2 

a) The saying of the people:  “It’s not time to finish the Temple yet.” 

(1) One way to decide about a project is to decide to postpone it... 

2. Your priorities are wrong.  3-11 

a) The saying of the Lord:  “Oh really?  

(1) “Is it time to finish your expensive houses and let God’s house sit unfinished?” 

b) Take a good look at your life... 

3. Israel responds!! We’ll get right on that! 12-15 

a) Refreshing response.  12 

(1) Before the captivity prophets were not usually listened to... 

(2) The people feared the Lord (NAS, showed reverence) 

b) Divine encouragement.  13 “I am with you” 

(1) Meaning “I am on your side and will bless your efforts to obey in this.” 

B. Suck it up! I am with you. 2:1-9 

1. Be strong in the face of discouragement. 4a 

a) Remembering the former glory may discourage you. But… 

2. Stay at it. 4b 

3. Don’t be afraid. My Spirit remains in your midst. 

a) There was a lot of political pressure, danger even. 

4. I am with you. 

a) Sometimes this is all we need. Ps.34:18-19 

C. Cheer up! I will bless you. 2:10-19 

1. Cheer up—it’s much worse than you think! (Pres pastor Jack Miller) 

2. Grace has changed everything. You were hopelessly defiled and unrepentant. 

a) The OT principle was that defilement was contagious.  

3. But the presence of the temple, and their faith in the Lord at the temple puts them in Grace. 

4. I intend to bless you. 19 

D. Look up! I have a plan that centers on David’s son—My signet Ring. 20-23 

1. This is a personal Word to Zerubbabel. 

2. But it points to a future fulfillment.  

a) I intend to rock this entire world 

3. A promise of a coming, end-times descendant of David.  
  



 

Three Questions to Meditate On 

IV. Why the rebuke for not finishing the Temple? 

A. Things weren’t so bad, really—if all you were was superstitious. 

1. Sacrifices were in place; Priesthood was working; People weren’t worshipping Baal. 

B. But the Temple was God’s design for the center of Jewish Spiritual Relationship with the Lord. 

1. It was where mediation between God and humanity occurred. 

a) The human High Priest represented the people to God. 

2. It was where sacrifice for sins produced forgiveness in us. 

a) Human guild and shame were erased for covenant people. 

3. It was where God dwells with humans in the material realm. 

a) This is God’s great desire and a blessing to us that we cannot imagine. 

4. It was designed specifically by God to symbolize his relationship with his people and if it was 

unfinished it failed this purpose. (Ex.25-31) 

5. Salvation and relationship with God is designed by God—not us. Jn.14:6 

a) The people were not free to re-define the shape of worship 

V. Is the Temple still important today? Absolutely!  

A. Jesus Himself has personally replaced it. Jn.2:19 

1. His body = the Temple. Col.2:8-9 

a) Where God meets man. Jn.14:5-11 

b) The incarnation is the ultimate temple, God/Man 

c) Where sacrifice is made. 1 Jn.2:1-2; Rom.3:21-26 

d) Christ is the sacrifice 

e) Where mediation happens. 1 Tim.2:5-6; Heb. 

f) Christ is the High Priest 

g) Where grace is received. Heb.4:14-16 

h) After the sacrifice, walking away clean. 

B. We together in Christ are the Temple. Metaphors of Body and Temple 

1. The church is the Temple of the Spirit. 1 Cor.3:16 

2. The church is the Body of Christ. 1 Cor.12:12-14 

VI. How can we seek first the Kingdom in a world of distractions and priorities? 

A. Take the Measure. 1:5, 7 

1. Take time to evaluate, really look at the condition of your faith and spiritual health. 

2. Socrates: “the unexamined life is not worth living…” 

B. Listen to the Word. (They did and it changed their lives) 2:12 

1. The Gospel is the Word today. Heb.1:1-3 

2. Acts 2:42. The apostles’ teaching, koinonia, communion, prayer 

3. He stirs our spirits through his Word. 

a) Especially now in the New Covenant 

4. Don’t wait to be stirred before you listen to the Word! Listen to the Word and let Him stir you. 

C. Make the Effort. 2:5 

1. The Gospel is not against effort, but against earning. 

2. Establish a Rhythm of worship (like Israel’s Sabbath and sacrifices). Heb.10:19-25 

a) Gathering regularly with others who know the Lord 

D. Receive the Encouragement. 1:13-15; 2:5b; 2:19 

1. I am with you. Stay at it. Matt.28:20, to the end of the age. 

a) The Lord is saying this to help. 

E. Above all: come to the King.  the Greater Zerubbabel (Davidic line).  2:20-23. Matt.16:16-18 

1. Great David’s greater son. You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. 

2. Messiah fulfills both the temple imagery and the governmental reality. King Jesus saves and 

rules… 

 


