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I. Faith in Christ is knowledge of God personally. Amazing!
A. When you begin to trust Jesus Christ, by the power of his Spirit, you begin to know God personally. 

Matt.11:27; Jn.14:6
A.1. Not faith in God (theism) but faith in Christ. (Gospel)

A.1.a) Many people profess faith in God, by many names.
A.1.b) Theism is alive and well in the world.

B. But the environment we live in is spiritually dark. (Jn.1:1-14)
B.1. Being in denial about this, or uninformed, will set us up for apostasy.

C. And our faith will certainly be tested. Luke 22:31-32
C.1. Cultural Disapproval.Jn.17:14. The world has hated them like it hated me.

C.1.a) To be culturally disenfranchised, alienated from your home culture
C.1.b) To feel like an alien, an expat, in this world (sojourner). 

C.2. Worldly Trauma. Jn.16:33. In this world you have tribulation 
C.2.a) Physical Pain. 

(C.2.a.1) Chronic physical pain is unbearable
C.2.b) Personal Failure. Luke 22:31-32

(C.2.b.1) When we fail the Lord and those around us
C.2.c) Material Loss.

(C.2.c.1) Death, destruction, 
C.2.d) Emotional Despair. 2Cor.1:8-9

(C.2.d.1) We were burdened beyond our own strength, gave up on life itself.
C.3. Material temptation. Luke 17:1-2; Acts 5. Ananias and Saphira

C.3.a) The suggestion from the world, flesh, devil, that we should cave in to moral and ethical 
sin. 

C.3.b) That the way forward in a crisis is to violate God’s moral law in some way.
D. Which brings us to at book of the NT which was written to people being tested in their faith ... 

Hebrews.
D.1. Personal confidence in Jesus Christ to be everything you need in reality and eternity.

II. Some basic stuff about Hebrews.
A. Authorship: Anonymous. 3 things to remember:

A.1. Nobody today knows who wrote it.  (It’s unsigned) Possibilities?
A.1.a) Paul, Barnabas, Apollos, Luke (translating Paul)
A.1.b) The theology is Pauline, but the writing isn’t.

A.2. Nobody at the time doubted who wrote it.  Heb. 13:18-19, 22-25
A.3. Nobody doubts its apostolic authority today.

B. Recipients. 2nd generation Christians with Jewish background.
B.1. Around mid to late 60s, not sure where they were.

C. Issue: They were under stress and thinking of going back to Judaism.
C.1. Their faith was being tested severely.
C.2. Life was hard for all the above reasons.
C.3. We tend to want to go back to what we were converted out of.



III. Why you should cling to Christ. Hebrews gives us three reasons:
A. Because Jesus is the Supreme Revelation of God. . 1:1-10:39

A.1. Over the prophets. 1:1-3
A.1.a) Because we need more than “Bible knowledge” to have eternal life. Jn. 5:39-40
A.1.b) Scripture (what the prophets have written) will not save you.  
A.1.c) Bible knowledge can lead to salvation (2 Tim. 3:15), but doesn’t always. Sometimes it 

just leads to Pharisaism.
A.2. Over Angels 1:4-2:4 (  1:4)

A.2.a) Because we need more than just contact with spirit creatures.
(A.2.a.1) Angels (experiences with the spirit world) will not save us. 
(A.2.a.2) Even if you have seen angels.  Col. 2:18-19

A.2.b) How many cults are based on something an “angel” said that wasn’t the gospel? Gal.1:6-
10

A.3. Over Adam. 2:5-18
A.3.a) Because we need more than a dying human identity to survive this life.

(A.3.a.1) Humanity was intended to rule God’s world, but in Adam we failed, so the New 
Adam needed to come and die with and for us.

A.3.b) Solidarity with the human race will not save us.
A.3.c) This is a big thing these days. But just being in favor of human flourishing (a good thing 

indeed) is not the same as knowing the Lord.
A.4. Over Moses. 3:1-19 (  3:3)

A.4.a) Because we need more than notification of our failure.
A.4.b) Obeying Torah will not save us.
A.4.c) The Ten Commandments were never meant to save anybody. Gal.3:23-29

A.5. Over Joshua. 4:1-13 (  8)
A.5.a) Because we need more than just property in this age.
A.5.b) True Rest comes in a deeper form.

A.6. Over Aaron. 4:14-7:28.   4:14-16
A.6.a) Because we need more than a religious priesthood to bring us to God.

(A.6.a.1) Aaron’s priesthood was God’s priesthood—but it is now obsolete!!
A.6.b) There is one mediator. Jesus Christ. 1 Tim.2:5

A.7. Over the Old Covenant. 8:1-10:39.   8:6-8
A.7.a) Because we need more than the blood of bulls and goats.
A.7.b) Only Divine/Human blood will save us immediately and permanently
A.7.c) If the Old Covenant won’t save us, then nothing human will.

(A.7.c.1) Islam is a covenant of “submission” that relies on human obedience. 
A.7.d) Going back to the Old Covenant will not save us.
A.7.e) And we can’t write our own covenant (the American preference).

B. Because Faith in Christ is a form of knowledge that must be exercised. 11:1-13:25
B.1. Faith is active confidence in God’s unseen reality. 11:1

B.1.a) All God’s people through history had unanswered prayers and 
B.2. Faith is exercised and grows by focusing on Christ. 12:1-2

B.2.a) So don’t refuse Him who is speaking. 12:25-28
B.3. Faith is evidenced in relation to others. 13:1-19

B.3.a) Love, sharing, compassion, fidelity (marriage), stability, suffering, obedience, 
B.4. Faith’s fruit is the promise of God’s work in us. 13:20-21

B.4.a) Benediction and final exhortation. 
B.4.b) May the Lord bless you.



C. Because there is no life outside of Christ. Five Warnings
C.1. Don’t neglect this salvation. 2:1-4
C.2. Don’t let your heart get hard. 3:7-19
C.3. Don’t stay a baby. 5:11-6:12

C.3.a) Children grow slowly, but if they stop growing something is very wrong. 5:11-14
C.3.b) Remember the seed on the shallow soil (Lk.8:13. No root)

C.4. Don’t go on sinning deliberately. 10:19-39
C.4.a) Sinning here means turning away from Christ.
C.4.b) Not repenting of sin any more, not trusting Christ.

C.5. Don’t refuse this grace. 12:14-29
C.5.a) Do not refuse Him who is speaking…

IV. What is the state of your faith in Jesus Christ?
A. Are you on the ropes?   Ask what hit you and put you there  .

A.1. See the thing for what it is spiritually, an attack on your trust and loyalty to Christ. View things 
spiritually!

A.2. This is a trial designed to strengthen you. James 1:2-8
B. Are you on the path?   Stay focused  .   12:1-2

B.1. Keep your eyes on the Lord Himself.
B.2. Not on the failures, the wreckage, the temptations, the darkness.

C. Are you on the edge?   Realize that faith is a decision. God’s first, but yours second
C.1. Hebrews is very big on human decision. 
C.2. Make up your mind.
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