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I. Matt.11:25-30. Jesus says it’s really all about Him.
A. But if that’s true, then moving away from Him is always moving into death.

II. Context.  Hebrews has made three points:
A. God has been speaking all along.

A.1. Communicating through words in the Old Covenant prophets
B. He is now speaking directly and personally through His Son. 

B.1. Who is the very Person of God among us as a human!
B.2. Superiority of the Son over all other revelation. 1:1-2

C. His personal appearance has relativized all other messages and messengers.
C.1. Transcendence of Son over creation, visible and invisible. 1:3-14 
C.2. Jesus transcendent, incomparable

D. This prompts him to get practical and warn his hearers.
III. The pastoral warning. 2:1-4 (yes, pastors do warn people)

A. In light of what we’ve just seen (therefore), 1
A.1. The testimony of chapter 1

B. We need to pay closer attention to what we have heard (gospel) 1
B.1. This is not junk mail.

C. Because if you ignore God you will lose everything. 2-3
C.1. The judgments against human evil in the OT are clear.
C.2. How much clearer now that God’s Son has come.

D. And because the facts of the gospel are secure. 3-4.   Historical facts do not get clearer than this  .
D.1. The Words and Deeds of Jesus Himself

D.1.a) He declared the truth of who He is both before and after the resurrection. 
D.1.b) Matt. 28:18-20; Acts.1:1-8

D.2. Recorded and carried by abundant and reliable eye-witnesses. Acts 1:1-4; Luke 1:1-4
D.2.a) We heard on good authority from reliable people

D.3. Concerning actual historical events. Luke 1:1-4
D.3.a) Life and Work of Christ, all he did and said

D.4. Accompanied by innumerable and genuine miracles. John 20:30; 21:35
D.4.a) The miracles authenticated Jesus as King and apostles as His voice. 2 Cor.12:12; 

Rom.15:18-19.
D.4.b) Hebrews doesn’t appeal to current miracles being done among the people he’s writing to! 

He appeals to the historical miracles recorded in the gospels and related to the church.
D.4.c) This means that the point is not the miracles themselves but the gospel, the message of 

who Jesus is and what He did.
IV. Practical questions about drifting

A. What is it? 1-2.   Gradual, imperceptible movement from one priority to another
A.1. Symptoms of drifting:

A.1.a) The lack of confidence in Christ does not bother them.  
(A.1.a.1) They don’t care that their understanding of the gospel is clear and true.

A.1.b) Their own unrepentant sin doesn’t grieve them.
(A.1.b.1) Sin carries a sort of deadly anesthesia 



B. How does it happen? 3.   A subtle shift of desire, coupled with a crisis
B.1. Basically, something else grasps the heart’s focus, its desire and attention. Becomes the center of 

attention and real reason for living.
B.2. But the neglect is always in favor of something else—there is something else they are not 

neglecting.
B.2.a) In the case of the Hebrews, it is the desire to be a part of the culture and not be 

marginalized. 
B.3. Crisis—Then the wind blows and the faith is uprooted.

C. Why is drifting from the gospel serious?   Because God is Holy and Good  . 2
C.1. There really is only one Ultimate Reality—God. Gen.1:1; John 1:1-5

C.1.a) And He is utterly and eternally Holy and Good
C.2. And God is holy, which means he hates all forms of Evil. Rom.1:16-20

C.2.a) This is called God’s wrath = His active anger against evil.
C.2.b) This is why violation of the Law received just punishment.

C.3. And our natural state is Evil. Eph.2:1-10; Luke 11:13
C.3.a) Which is why we are referred to as “children of wrath.’ Eph.2:3

C.4. Therefore the greatest threat to the human soul is God’s hatred of sin. Rom.1:16-20
C.4.a) God is not hateful, but he is holy—which means he must hate evil. Don’t you?

V. How can we keep from drifting? What is “paying closer attention?” Three pieces of advice:
A. Take your readings on Reality from The Gospel. 

A.1. Remember:  Drifting happens when we look down and in rather than out and up.
A.2. Don’t take your reality readings from the prevailing culture—autonomous human Reason.

B. Check the compass heading of your desires.
B.1. Remember: Drifting is a product of neglect, not enmity.
B.2. What things are grasping your love and attention?
B.3. What things or people, if they were removed, would take with them your reason for living?

C. Tighten your lines of fellowship. See 10:25
C.1. Remember: Drifting is imperceptible to the drifter, but not to the people on the shore.
C.2. The idea that you are the product of your own autonomous thinking is a modernist myth. We are 

all profoundly affected by the thinking of those we love and respect, those whose group we want 
to be a part of.

C.3. Disconnection from solid, committed body life is the most common first step of drifting.
VI. What happens when we pay closer attention to the gospel?   We find out how Great our salvation is  .

A. We receive clarity on the destiny of the universe.   Resurrection  .
A.1. The gospel is not just good news for you personally; it is good news for the entire created order. 

Everything will be healed and brought right—except evil itself, which will be destroyed.
B. We receive life by being drawn into the very life of God through Christ.

B.1. He is the radiance of God and we are in Him. Eph.1
B.2. This salvation is multidimensional, multi-temporal, eternal, joyful beyond words, everything this 

world promises and cannot deliver.
C. We receive hope based on His obedience rather than ours. 

C.1. Forgiveness and Righteousness as a free gift. 
C.1.a) The Cross has actually paid for all our sin and shame. 

D. We receive an eternal purpose for our temporal life. 
D.1. Missional living has eternal purpose.
D.2. We need a reason for living that transcends our own pleasures (contrary to popular belief)

VII. So, the closer you pay attention to the Gospel, the more you will see how great is our salvation, and 
that realization will be the Spirit’s way of transforming you. Gal.5:16-25
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