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I. Jesus consistently demonstrated power over death.
A. He raised three people (at least) from the dead.  Jairus’ daughter in Mark 5:21-43); Widow’s son at 

Nain in Luke 7:11-17; Lazarus in Jn.11
B. Plus—He Himself came back, not resuscitated, but resurrected!
C. No other religious, philosophical, or spiritual teacher ever did this sort of thing in the way Jesus did. 

And he did it all the time! With many eye-witnesses! 
D. Which is why when some Jewish Christians started thinking they should go back to Judaism, the writer

of Hebrews dictates an incredibly eloquent, theologically packed pastoral letter on behalf of the 
apostolic gospel.

II. The Gospel is the good news that God has singlehandedly restored our hope and destiny by doing 5 
things:  9-18 (note, this is a clear statement of the gospel.
A. He permanently took on complete human nature... 9, 14

A.1. He is God who became a man, not a man who became God. 
A.2. Body and soul/spirit of human, named Jesus.
A.3. The Perfect Founder/Champion (archegos) of our rescue.

B. So that He could experience all the sorrow, pain and death of being human. .. 9, 10
B.1. Through suffering of Death itself.

B.1.a) Jesus endured all the hatred, anger, alienation, desertion, physical trauma
B.2. Followed by physical resurrection. 9. Crowned with glory and honor.

B.2.a) Making Him the complete and perfect leader for us.
C. And thus create an entirely new human family...  11-13

C.1. A new kind of humanity that belongs to God specifically. (Holy, sanctified)
C.1.a) Set apart: The sanctifier and the sanctified same family. (Jn. 1:12-13)
C.1.b) Set apart, identified with God. Rom.5:12-21

C.2. Ps. 22:22 -- My brethren...
C.3. Isa 8:17-18 -- Identifying with God’s true people

D. Which is immune to the fear and power of death...  14-15.; Rev. 1:18
D.1. “Death” is used 5 times in these verses.

E. Because all sin, guilt and shame was poured out on God the Man—Jesus—the Ultimate and Perfect 
Mediator (High Priest). 17-18
E.1. With the express purpose in mind of being gracious to us -- Merciful and faithful High Priest.
E.2. Specifically to help those being tried/tested/tempted.

III. So, this morning, a meditation on breaking death’s power:
A. How does Satan “have the power of death?” 
B. How does the fear of death create life-long slavery?
C. How does the gospel set us free from that slavery?



IV. How does Satan “have the power of death?”
A. Two things to know that clarify the thoughts here

A.1. He can’t kill on his own without permission from God. (Job chapter 1)
A.1.a) Which means he never actually had all the power.

A.2.  “Destroy” (katargeo) doesn’t mean annihilated, but rendered powerless.
B. Two ways in which the devil’s power is unhinged. 

B.1. Satan’s   influence   toward sin is broken among God’s family. (Rom.1-8)
B.1.a) The entire reality of death is due to Satan’s influence toward sin. Gen.3; Rom.6:23
B.1.b) By influencing humanity, he took over the influence of the entire age. (Eph.2:1-3)

B.2. Satan’s seal of sin is broken for God’s family.
B.2.a) Unrepentant sin is what keeps humans dead.

(B.2.a.1) Like Homeland Security shipping container seal
B.2.b) The seal of death is sin. Dying in sin puts a human in the same place as Satan. 

(Matt.24:41)
B.3. But when Jesus died apart from sin—he broke the seal, destroyed the power of sin to hold anybody

who is spiritually joined to the body of Christ, in Christ.

V. How does the fear of death create life-long slavery? A slavery we aren’t even aware of? 4 ways death 
enslaves us by shortening our time in this life. (Slavery = forced to do things)
A. By making us desperate for   immediate   fulfillment—  before   it’s too late.   Lust   (epithumia)

A.1. Many people reach a certain age and haven’t achieved the “hope” of their youth. They then make 
terrible and sometimes very evil decisions because they feel they are “running out of time.” 
A.1.a) Hedonistic philosophies and religions play on this

A.2. Why are children happy generally? Because they have time, health and hope.
B. By making us angry because of   lack of   fulfillment—  because   it’s   already   too late.   Anger

B.1. Angry at God because he shortchanged our dreams. Our life “didn’t turn out the way we 
imagined.” Hope shattered—why? 
B.1.a) Because we are going to run out of time, die. And if this life is all there is, we must run 

out to find ourselves, treat ourselves, complete the bucket list, etc.
B.2. Angry at people because they “ruined our life.” (Gen.50:20)

B.2.a) Because we only have this life, and they reduced, crushed, destroyed it in some way.
C. By inducing us to despair of   any   fulfillment—because it   will be   too late.   Despair

C.1. Making us depressed about temporary fulfillment
C.1.a) This forces us into bondage of a different sort, depression, cynicism, skepticism.

C.2. Making us fall for life-denying religions and philosophies.
C.2.a) Extinguish all desire. Buddhism and Stoicism

D. By making us earn eternal fulfillment—in hopes that it   won’t be   too late.   Religion based on Fear
D.1. The fear of Coming judgment forces us into ascetic or legalistic appeasement (self-propitiating) of

God’s wrath.
D.2. Human religions are all based on human efforts to achieve “salvation.”

D.2.a) Karmic religions use reincarnation and Karma to work off the debt of evil (straight 
legalism)

D.2.b) Polytheistic religions use coercion to earn credit with the gods.
D.2.c) The other two monotheistic religions (Judaism and Islam) use religious works to achieve 

“salvation.”
E. So, the fear of death actually is behind all the bad philosophy, anxiety, sin, and anger in this age! 



VI. How does the gospel deliver us from this slavery? 5 ways:
A. It replaces Lust with Promise. 9

A.1. No desperation for immediate fulfillment because of what we know is coming.
A.2. Crowned in the next age with glory and honor, with Christ. Eph.1:7
A.3. Any satisfaction in this age is temporary and the this age cannot meet our deepest needs and 

always draws us into intoxication and addiction.
B. It replaces Fear with Hope. 15-17. (2 Cor.5:16-5:10; Phil.1:23)

B.1. Courage is not the opposite of fear—Hope is. 
B.1.a) Courage is persistence in the face of danger or opposition. But it arises not 

spontaneously but because of Hope. People face amazing trauma and struggle and grief 
because they believe it’s worth it, tangibly worth it because of something in the future. Even if 
that future is for their kids and grandkids.

B.2. Tangible Hope—Hope of Resurrection. Life like this one only perfect…
B.2.a) Hope is not wishful thinking, but confidence in future reality.

C. It replaces Judgment with Compassion. 18. 1 John 1:8-2:2
C.1. A merciful and faithful High Priest.
C.2. How can He be so gracious to repentant failures like us? Because he personally took the legal and 

moral blame for everything we did. Propitiation!
D. It replaces Religion with Relationship. Family. 11, 14. Jn.1:12-13

D.1. You don’t “work for God;” you are part of his family, immersed in that family in baptism.
E. It replaces Despair with Mission. 1 Cor. 15:54-58 (58)

E.1. Despair is caused by meaninglessness, which is a form of boredom, deadly boredom that produces
skepticism and cynicism.

VII. The Gospel of Jesus Christ removes the slavery to the fear of death! This changes everything, all our 
reasons for living.
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