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I. Luke 8:9-15. Jesus explains how it looks when the gospel is proclaimed. The heart condition sets the 
tone for the response.
A. Not all the things Jesus said were warm and fuzzy. Often he made people think hard and evaluate their 

hearts, their motives. 
B. Hardheartedness is at least one of the issues raised in this parable and that is exactly why it points to 

Hebrews chapter 3, a warning about our heart condition.
C. The Hebrew Christians in the mid-60s were facing stress and persecution and thinking of going back to

Judaism, not trusting Christ as Messiah to save them. 
II. We must Think more deeply about Jesus because (2:1). 3:1-6

A. Moses was impressive, but Jesus is transcendent. 3:1-5
A.1. Moses was a servant IN the house.
A.2. Jesus is the Creator OF the house.

A.2.a) And as such, infinitely above Moses.  No comparison.
A.3. We are the house.   God’s house ... God’s Temple
A.4. Which means that Jesus can save us and Moses can’t. 

B. So, don’t give up your joyful confidence in your hope in Christ. 3:6b
B.1. Confidence, boast, hope

III. Why is this warning important? 7-19. Because…
A. Not everyone who followed Moses actually made it to the Promised Land.  7-11

A.1. They hardened their hearts. 7-11. Psalm 95:7-11
A.1.a) “Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts ...”  
A.1.b) I was angry (prosoxthidzo)  Is God angry at any one?

A.2. Because they resisted and distrusted Him. Ex. 17:1-7; Num.14:35.
A.2.a) They complained, dragged their feet everywhere, made the golden calf, tried to fire 

Moses, tried to kill Moses
A.3. And it happened a lot. (At least 10 times)Num. 14:22.  

A.3.a) Their internal life was always crooked
A.3.b) They never learned God’s ways

B. So, pay attention to your heart. 12-19
B.1. Take care (blepete) watch out, pay attention.

B.1.a) Why? Because there is a real danger.
B.2. Encourage each other (parakaleo) in the faith regularly (daily)

B.2.a) Because sin is deceptive and leads away from the Lord.
B.3. Focus on Christ and what He has done. 12, 19 (faith, not “un-faith)

B.3.a) Not what you’re experiencing right now
B.3.b) Not on Egypt
B.3.c) Not on the giants in the land in front of you

C. Because it’s the Long Run that matters. 14 (6b)
C.1. Christian faith is a marathon, not a sprint. 
C.2. Unbelief is the cause of the apostasy and disobedience.
C.3. Un-Faith: apistis = the opposite of trusting Christ alone



IV. Let’s Pay Attention to our hearts (12) See if we have a heart condition: Here are 5 symptoms.
A. Increasing deafness to the Scriptures. 7

A.1. The Holy Spirit says. He is speaking right now. Through Psalm 95!
A.2. The Holy Spirit is speaking the Gospel through the Scriptures
A.3. If you take in the Gospel through the Scriptures on a regular basis, it will keep your heart soft 

because the Spirit will breathe life into you. 
B. Unwillingness to move forward under God’s guidance Num.14:1-

B.1. Balking at the scary borders. Unwillingness to commit to God’s purposes.
B.2. Life is filled with challenges that make us want to do something other than trust God in the 

forward direction. This is how our faith is tested and grows.
B.3. Note: Judaism is to these Christians what Egypt was to the desert generation.

B.3.a) Judaism is to Christianity what Egypt was to the First Passover Generation. All human 
religion is “Egypt” in this way

C. Growing resistance to spiritual counsel. 13
C.1. Exhort (parakaleo) counsel, warn, encourage one another regularly.
C.2. The point here is not just the ability to give counsel, but to receive it.
C.3. The ability to receive correction through the Word, through the legitimate teaching and counsel of 

the Word is a sign of real maturity.
D. Increased openness to unrepentant sin. 13

D.1. Apostasy doesn’t start with rejection of Christ, it ends with it.
D.2. Deceitfulness = apate = to cause someone to have erroneous or misleading views concerning the 

truth, to mislead, deceive. 
D.2.a) Eph.5:6. Let no one deceive you with empty words.
D.2.b) 1 Tim. 2:14 of Eve, being “quite deceived”

D.3. This is not a real Christian plagued by doubts, struggles, besetting sins, but who keeps coming 
back in repentance and faith in Christ as Saving Lord.

D.4. This is a person who never really trusted the Lord, but trusted his own appraisal of everything—
not God’s Word. 
D.4.a) Like Judas. Jn.6:63-65

E. Incipient confidence in Egypt.  Num.14 1-14
E.1. The faithless generation tried to appoint a leader that would take them back to Egypt.
E.2. The hearers of Hebrews wanted to go back to Moses!
E.3. What do we want to go back to?

V. How can I be sure I’m safe in Christ? Ask yourself where your heart-confidence is. Note: if you’re 
really concerned with these symptoms then you are not hard-hearted. A real Christian is safe and hears 
these warnings well.
A. Is it in WorldThink = starts and ends with us. 

A.1. Enlightenment Rationalism = Philosophical Naturalism
B. Is it in ReligionThink= starts with God but depends on us.

B.1.  I can and will obey the rules of God and in this way earn a righteous standing and membership in 
God’s kingdom.

C. Is it in Christ—KingdomThink = starts with God, depends on Christ, rests in the Spirit, transforms 
us. 


	I. Luke 8:9-15. Jesus explains how it looks when the gospel is proclaimed. The heart condition sets the tone for the response.
	A. Not all the things Jesus said were warm and fuzzy. Often he made people think hard and evaluate their hearts, their motives.
	B. Hardheartedness is at least one of the issues raised in this parable and that is exactly why it points to Hebrews chapter 3, a warning about our heart condition.
	C. The Hebrew Christians in the mid-60s were facing stress and persecution and thinking of going back to Judaism, not trusting Christ as Messiah to save them.

	II. We must Think more deeply about Jesus because (2:1). 3:1-6
	A. Moses was impressive, but Jesus is transcendent. 3:1-5
	A.1. Moses was a servant IN the house.
	A.2. Jesus is the Creator OF the house.
	A.2.a) And as such, infinitely above Moses. No comparison.

	A.3. We are the house. God’s house ... God’s Temple
	A.4. Which means that Jesus can save us and Moses can’t.

	B. So, don’t give up your joyful confidence in your hope in Christ. 3:6b
	B.1. Confidence, boast, hope


	III. Why is this warning important? 7-19. Because…
	A. Not everyone who followed Moses actually made it to the Promised Land. 7-11
	A.1. They hardened their hearts. 7-11. Psalm 95:7-11
	A.1.a) “Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts ...”
	A.1.b) I was angry (prosoxthidzo) Is God angry at any one?

	A.2. Because they resisted and distrusted Him. Ex. 17:1-7; Num.14:35.
	A.2.a) They complained, dragged their feet everywhere, made the golden calf, tried to fire Moses, tried to kill Moses

	A.3. And it happened a lot. (At least 10 times)Num. 14:22.
	A.3.a) Their internal life was always crooked
	A.3.b) They never learned God’s ways


	B. So, pay attention to your heart. 12-19
	B.1. Take care (blepete) watch out, pay attention.
	B.1.a) Why? Because there is a real danger.

	B.2. Encourage each other (parakaleo) in the faith regularly (daily)
	B.2.a) Because sin is deceptive and leads away from the Lord.

	B.3. Focus on Christ and what He has done. 12, 19 (faith, not “un-faith)
	B.3.a) Not what you’re experiencing right now
	B.3.b) Not on Egypt
	B.3.c) Not on the giants in the land in front of you


	C. Because it’s the Long Run that matters. 14 (6b)
	C.1. Christian faith is a marathon, not a sprint.
	C.2. Unbelief is the cause of the apostasy and disobedience.
	C.3. Un-Faith: apistis = the opposite of trusting Christ alone


	IV. Let’s Pay Attention to our hearts (12) See if we have a heart condition: Here are 5 symptoms.
	A. Increasing deafness to the Scriptures. 7
	A.1. The Holy Spirit says. He is speaking right now. Through Psalm 95!
	A.2. The Holy Spirit is speaking the Gospel through the Scriptures
	A.3. If you take in the Gospel through the Scriptures on a regular basis, it will keep your heart soft because the Spirit will breathe life into you.

	B. Unwillingness to move forward under God’s guidance Num.14:1-
	B.1. Balking at the scary borders. Unwillingness to commit to God’s purposes.
	B.2. Life is filled with challenges that make us want to do something other than trust God in the forward direction. This is how our faith is tested and grows.
	B.3. Note: Judaism is to these Christians what Egypt was to the desert generation.
	B.3.a) Judaism is to Christianity what Egypt was to the First Passover Generation. All human religion is “Egypt” in this way


	C. Growing resistance to spiritual counsel. 13
	C.1. Exhort (parakaleo) counsel, warn, encourage one another regularly.
	C.2. The point here is not just the ability to give counsel, but to receive it.
	C.3. The ability to receive correction through the Word, through the legitimate teaching and counsel of the Word is a sign of real maturity.

	D. Increased openness to unrepentant sin. 13
	D.1. Apostasy doesn’t start with rejection of Christ, it ends with it.
	D.2. Deceitfulness = apate = to cause someone to have erroneous or misleading views concerning the truth, to mislead, deceive.
	D.2.a) Eph.5:6. Let no one deceive you with empty words.
	D.2.b) 1 Tim. 2:14 of Eve, being “quite deceived”

	D.3. This is not a real Christian plagued by doubts, struggles, besetting sins, but who keeps coming back in repentance and faith in Christ as Saving Lord.
	D.4. This is a person who never really trusted the Lord, but trusted his own appraisal of everything—not God’s Word.
	D.4.a) Like Judas. Jn.6:63-65


	E. Incipient confidence in Egypt. Num.14 1-14
	E.1. The faithless generation tried to appoint a leader that would take them back to Egypt.
	E.2. The hearers of Hebrews wanted to go back to Moses!
	E.3. What do we want to go back to?


	V. How can I be sure I’m safe in Christ? Ask yourself where your heart-confidence is. Note: if you’re really concerned with these symptoms then you are not hard-hearted. A real Christian is safe and hears these warnings well.
	A. Is it in WorldThink = starts and ends with us.
	A.1. Enlightenment Rationalism = Philosophical Naturalism

	B. Is it in ReligionThink= starts with God but depends on us.
	B.1. I can and will obey the rules of God and in this way earn a righteous standing and membership in God’s kingdom.

	C. Is it in Christ—KingdomThink = starts with God, depends on Christ, rests in the Spirit, transforms us.


