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Hebrews 5:11-6:12 

Hearing Impaired 

 

I. Jesus forced his friends to know what they believed and believe what they know. John.6:66-71 

A. Jesus questions his disciples for their own sakes. 

1. He already knew who was his and who wasn’t.  

B. His goal is to get them to believe based on knowledge of Him.  

1. Peter says it exactly in v69. We have believed and come to know who you are. 

C. The author of Hebrews wants his friends to think hard about what they say they know. And whether 

they want to leave the Lord and go back to Judaism (or Egypt).  

D. He has told them again who Jesus is (ch 1-4) introducing the subject of Melchizadek. 

E. Now he gives a spot exhortation, a good pastoral challenge and warning. 

II. The Hebrews author says five things in 5:11-6:12 

A. There’s more to learn, but you have become sluggish in your ability to receive it. 5:11-14 

1. You should be sharp and able to help others understand. 

2. But you have allowed yourselves to become hearing impaired. 

a) Dullness = nothroi = sluggish, lazy.   

b) The idea of flabby thinking.  Mental and spiritual atrophy. 

3. You have forgotten the very basic realities of  God in Christ. 

B. So, let’s be moved on from the basics to maturity in Christ. 6:1-3 (3 sets of 2) 

1. Repentance and faith in God: Through Christ Mark.1:15; Jn.14:6 

a) Repentance from dead works (lit. works that lead to death. 9:14) 

b) Faith toward God (basic to understanding anything!) 

(1) Throwing ourselves on His mercy and grace. 

2. Cleansing and Connection: Instructions about baptisms and laying on of hands Through Christ. 

Col.2 

a) Baptisms (baptismoi) = the idea that humans need spiritual cleansing, symbolized in water 

baptism. 

(1) Jewish faith had many “baptisms”  “Ablutions”,  

(2) These are fulfilled in Christ and Christian baptism. 

b) Laying on of hands = the idea that in prayer we are spiritually connected as one organism, 

symbolized by physically touching. 

(1) Prayer for various things, anointing for ministry, etc. 

3. Resurrection and judgment: In Christ Jn.5:28-29 

a) Resurrection for both the just and the unjust.  

b) Eternal judgment. This age is meaningful and linear 

(1) What we do matters. We will answer for all our evil.  

4. He does not mean that the gospel itself is “elementary” and that we are supposed to “outgrow it.” 

a) He means building on what we know of the kingdom and the King. 

b) He means becoming therefore more confident and assured of the truth of the gospel. 

c) He means deepening in our practical appreciation and application of the gospel, interpreting 

all of life through Christ as the king.  

C. Because true apostasy is irreversible. 6:4-6  

1. In the case of one who has rejected Christ after coming to him… 

2. There is no other means of salvation 

D. But you are not apostates. 6:9-10 

1. There is real evidence of your salvation. 

E. So, maintain and press on in the promised hope. 6:11-12 

1. Not “sluggish” nothroi, see 5:11 dull of hearing 

  



 

III. Five stunning implications about Reality. 

A. Faith is Knowledge: Faith in God through Jesus Christ is knowledge of Reality. 5:12 

1. The facts of reality begin with God. Pr.1:7 

a) Stoichaia = basic principles of knowledge of Ultimate Reality 

b) We are not taught this at all in our culture. We are taught that “We think, therefore we are.” 

2. Knowledge of God tells us what is Real and what is Right.  

a) I Am, Therefore you think… Gen.1:1; Prov.1:7 

3. Jesus Christ is the interpretive key to all knowledge. Col.2:1-5 

a) Our world simply does not believe that to be true. Not knowledge of reality. 

B. Knowledge is Moral: This knowledge has a moral dimension because God is good. 5:13-14 

1. Holy Love is at the center of the universe, essential to it like energy, gravity, physics.  

2. Moral facts are more real than scientific facts. What is Real and what is Right 

3. Our culture has separated morality from knowledge of reality.  

a) Knowledge is science and research. Morality is values and opinions. 

b) But morality is not factual knowledge of reality in our culture. Wrong. 

C. Maturity is Cooperative: Maturity in this knowledge is a process God does, but we cooperate with. 

6:1-3 

1. It is by Grace. Go on to maturity = passive verb. lit. “Be moved forward”  

2. We allow God to work in us, pressing us forward. Eph.2:8-10;  

a) God is in charge of it “if God permits” 3 

3. But we submit ourselves to the process. Let us be moved on… Phil.2:12-13 

a) Rom.12:1-2. A command to allow the Lord to do something in us.  

D. Rejection is Fatal: Rejection of this knowledge is suicide. 6:4-8 

1. Rejecting any knowledge of realty will have practical ramifications in keeping with the power of 

the reality represented.  

a) Rejecting the knowledge of gravity will injure or kill you 

b) Not believing what you know is true is a recipe for disaster.  

(1) You know you will not win the lottery, right? Yet, you still spend the money on the 

ticket. Rejecting your knowledge of the reality costs you the money. 

2. So, rejecting the knowledge of God will cost you your eternal life.  

a) The moral law of God is ultimately inviolable. Like gravity. Defy it at your peril. 

b) The eternal goodness in God will judge the evil in us if we do not come to the grace he offers. 

E. Reception is Rescue: Reception of this knowledge is eternal life—salvation. 6:9-12. 

1. It is actually reception of the Person of God in Christ as your Saving Lord. Because Christ has 

actually saved us singlehandedly at the Cross 

2. So that we will have hope and assurance and press on. 

IV. What are you doing with God’s Knowledge in Christ? John 6:68; 20:30-31 

A. Resting and moving forward in the gracious relationship? 

 

 


