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Strong Medicine 

Hebrews 6:4-12 

 

I. Jesus dislodged the confidence of his disciples from human wisdom and attached it to His Words. 

Jn.5:60-65 

A. He insists they trust his word over their understanding of things. 

1. If this bothers you what if I showed you the spirit realm? 62 

2. Are you going to trust me or your own understanding (misunderstanding) 

B. This is the age-old question: God’s Word or man’s word. Gen.3 

1. Trusting man’s understanding over God’s word is Snake-think. 

C. Hebrews speaks to people who have come under God’s Word and are thinking they might want to go 

back to man’s understanding, rejecting Christ as messiah. 

1. To reject Christ is to reject reality itself. Col.2:1-4 

II. Three phases in this pastoral passage. 

A. The telling rebuke.  5:11-6:3 

1. There’s more to learn, but you have become sluggish in your understanding. 5:11-14 

a) Atrophy of the knowledge of God. 

(1) Faith in God’s word, the gospel, is knowledge of Reality 

b) Because of neglect of the Word of God  

(1) You need someone to take you back to the Word again.  

(2)  Oracles= logion = word, revelation 

c) Resulting in ignorance of the moral law of God. 

(1) Powers of discernment trained by maturity (practice too) 

(2) The moral law of God is at the heart of the universe, more important than physics 

2. All because they didn’t build their knowledge on the gospel itself. 6:1-3 

a) So, let’s build on what we know is true of Christ and Reality.  

3. They were replacing God’s final Word (Heb.1:1-3) with human transient word (Jewish tradition 

and Law) 

a) Taking man’s word for what is Real and what is Right. 

B. The tough warning.  4-8 

1. The person in mind looks an awful lot like a Christian. 

a) Has once been enlightened;  

b) Tasted of the heavenly gift 

c) Shared in the Holy Spirit (partaker = metochos = partner, one who shares) 

d) Tasted the good word of God and the power of the age to come 

e) And then has fallen away =parapipto = slip aside, deviate from the right path 

2. The thing they do permanently separates them from God. 

a) They truly repudiate Christ and put faith in another “salvation” 

C. The tender exhortation.  9-12 

1. But we don’t think you are in this condition, even though we warn you this way.  9 

a) Note:  The author is not certain that anyone has done this... 

2. You have shown the fruit of real salvation.  10 

3. So, be diligent in your walk with the Lord 

a) Not sluggish, but imitators of those with real faith (Heb. 11) 
  



 

III. So what about this warning? 6:4-8, three things to note: 

A. The thrust of the warning is against apostasy, not just backsliding.  

1. What is in view here is not simply sin or “backsliding” -- It’s direct and permanent repudiation of 

Christ. 

2. Parapipto = slip aside, fall away, synonym of apostasia (2 Thess.2:3) 

3. When we compare all the warnings in Hebrews it does seem to be the same as apostasy. 

B. The reason this warning is controversial is that Jesus said he would lose none of his sheep. 

1. John 6:37-40; 10:25-30.  Jesus is very clear on this. 

a) Eph.1:4; Phil. 1:6. Rom. 8:29, 30. 1 Pet. 1:3-5. 

C. The explanation of the warning takes four basic forms. (I can live biblically with either of the last 

two). 

1. True Christians truly turning away from Christ, losing genuine salvation.  

a) But this contradicts the passages about Jesus keeping His people. 

2. True Christians not truly turning away from Christ, but losing genuine rewards. 

a) The “falling away” in this passage is not apostasy, but fruitlessness. 

b) The problem with this position is that the strong language implies a real apostasy even though 

the word is not used (apostasia is only used twice in the NT) 

3. “Almost” Christians turning away from Christ after sharing fellowship with the Church.  

a) Perseverance is a characteristic of genuine saving faith. 

b) The “Christians” in this passage aren’t genuine ones, just appear to be. 

c) Vain faith is well documented in Scripture.  Mtt. 7:20-23, 1 Cor. 15:2; 1 Jn. 2:18-19 

d) False Christians can look a lot like real ones ... for a while.  Sower and Seeds Mtt. 13 

4. True Christians being effectively warned against real apostasy. 

a) Persistence is a characteristic of genuine saving faith.  

b) A thing (apostasy for instance) can be possible, and never actually happen. There are many 

examples of this in real life. 

(1) Paul would never actually preach another gospel in Gal.1:8 

c) The question is not whether apostasy can occur, but whether it in fact will happen to any real 

believer. The answer, according to Jesus, is no. 

d) In this view the warning is real and literal and effective in every case to warn Jesus’s sheep 

and keep them from the precipice of apostasy, thus fulfilling God’s will regarding his 

redeemed people. Jn.10:25-30 

D. The warning stands whether we can figure it out or not. 

1. God is not taking a vote. And we can trust that He is doing the right thing, not turning genuinely 

repentant sinners away (Jn.6:37) or rejecting those He has already saved (Jn.10:27-30). We are 

just trying to understand and we must admit we don’t always understand everything. 

  



 

IV. Pastoral Advice. 

A. What should we do if we see this in another person? 

1. Ask them if they are a Christian.  

a) Remember, this is about apostasy, decisive and permanent rejection of Christ as Lord and 

Savior. 

b) If the answer is no, then they might be one of these people. 

c) Ask them why they are not Christians any more. 

d) If the answer is yes, that they are Christians, then at least on the surface, they are not 

apostates. Good. But the discussion may then turn to their understanding of what it means to 

trust the Lord. This will be an opportunity for you to minister to them. 

2. Remember that salvation is based on God’s initiating grace rather than our subsequent works. 

Eph.2:1-10 

a) If they really are regenerate, this rebellion will end one way or another. God is not an 

abortionist. He does not plan new life in us and then abort it because we weren’t good enough. 

3. Admit that you don’t know their destiny. 

a) Do not presume to know if they are really apostate.  

b) When we give our lives to the Lord, we’re giving everybody’s destiny to Him. 

4. Pray for God to pierce their heart. Rom.10:1 

a) As you would for anybody. Paul did, even though he affirms God’s sovereignty!  
 

B. What should we do if we see ourselves drifting? 

1. Ask ourselves the deepest question: 2 Cor.13:5 

a) Have I repented and given my life totally to the Lord, asking Him to forgive me by his 

sovereign grace? 

2. Draw near to the throne of Grace for assurance. 4:16 

a) A true Christian clings ever more tightly to the grace of Christ. 

b) Guaranteed if you come to Him, He will strengthen you with grace. 

3. Look for the signs of maturity. 6:10. There are four in this passage (and more elsewhere) 

a) Demonstrable Love in the body of Christ. 6:10. 

(1) Love produces character, service, everything, 

(2) John 13:34-35; 1 Cor.13; Gal.5:16-25 

b) Growing Desire for understanding God’s Word. 5:12; 6:12 

(1) And a willingness to think and chew meat without losing confidence in Jesus. 

(2) Exercise rather than atrophy in spiritual knowledge. 

c) Mature Discernment on moral reality. 5:14 

(1) Powers of discernment honed to understand the difference between good and evil. 5:14. 

(2) Increased aversion to evil in all its forms and desire for true goodness (message of 

righteousness) 

d) Persistent Confidence in Jesus Christ as the true Lord and Savior. 6:1-3 

(1) This is the gospel we must build knowledge on. A radical reliance on God’s grace in 

Christ. 4:16 

(2) By Grace He supplies forgiveness and a life of goodness. Eph.2:8-10 
 

V. What everybody should know about salvation: 

A. It doesn’t happen by association, it happens by personal, repentant faith. 

B. It doesn’t happen by manipulation, it happens through thoughtful spiritual conviction. The Father 

draws us, by the Spirit, to the Son. It is all about his initiating grace. 

 


