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I. John 14:1-6. Jesus brings encouragement to his disciples.
A. Our hearts tend to be troubled. 

A.1. He says to nip that in the bud.
B. Our faith wants to center in our own understanding.

B.1. He says to replace self-reliance with faith in the Father and himself.
C. Our current struggles tend to fill the screen. 

C.1. He says look past this life. (Col.1:1-4)
II. The Jewish Christians needed just this sort of bracing encouragement. 

A. Beginning to not trust their knowledge of God in Christ, to opt instead for something less wild and free
and risky—back to Judaism.

B.  In Judaism the rules were clear, the sacrifices were obvious (if temporary) and the religious identity 
was acceptable to the world. 

C. But Judaism, the Old Covenant, is off the table! There is no way to God through the Old Covenant (or 
any other religion or philosophy)

III. Hebrews 5:11-6:20 is God’s voice bringing 5 needed things:
A. Correction: Because immature Christians need to grow. 5:11-6:3

A.1. Growing in faith is vitally important.  
A.2. There’s more to learn, but you have become sluggish in your understanding. 5:11-14
A.3. So, let’s grow past these basics about Messiah. 6:1-3

B. Warning: Because make-believe Christians need a wake-up call. 4-8
B.1. We don’t receive eternal life by SAYING we believe, but by actually BELIEVING. 
B.2. This is a life or death issue.
B.3. If Jesus Christ is who he says he is, the whole world is under judgment and the only way into 

eternal life is by repentant faith in Christ.
C. Encouragement: Because genuine Christians need hope.  9-12

C.1. But we don’t think you are in this condition, even though we warn you this way.  9
C.1.a) He doesn’t think these people have really turned from Christ.

C.2. You have shown the fruit of real salvation:   Active Love  .  10
C.2.a) Jesus’s New Commandment: Love one another as I have loved you. Jn.13:34-35
C.2.b) God does not forget anything done in His name. (Mtt. 25:40)

(C.2.b.1) Love & loyalty to Jesus (the Name -- person and message) 
(C.2.b.2) Service to one another in the Lord.

C.3. So, be diligent in your walk with the Lord.  11-12
C.3.a) Earnestness (ESV)/Diligence (NAS) spoude = keeping your head in the game.
C.3.b) Not sluggish, nethros (5:11) but imitators of those with real faith (Heb. 11)
C.3.c) Faith and Patience -- continued trust and a willingness to wait for God’s promise.



D. Promise: Because pressured Christians need confidence in God’s Word. 6:12-18. 
D.1. Abraham simply trusted God personally. 13-16. Rom. 4:18-21

D.1.a) Abraham simply lived under the Word of the Lord as Reality.
D.2. Based on what God said verbally. 17-18

D.2.a) God’s promise to bless the world through his family. Gen.12:1-2
D.2.b) God’s promise. Blessing to his progeny. Gen.15:1-6

(D.2.b.1) Your descendants will be millions.
D.2.c) God’s promise to give Abraham and Sarah their son, Isaac, within a year. Gen.17:1-27

(D.2.c.1) Including now the covenant sign of circumcision.
D.2.d) God’s Oath to bless Abraham. Gen.22:17. When Abraham put Isaac on the altar

(D.2.d.1) Surely, certainly I will bless you.
D.3. Thus living on God’s Word literally.15 which produces:

D.3.a) Patience = makrothumia = the state of inner quietness or calm in the face of stress, 
provocation or unfavorable circumstances.

D.3.b) Faith = pistuo = trusting that God’s stated purposes will be accomplished. 
(D.3.b.1) Isaac on the Altar -- Gen. 22:14-17

D.4. The actual words of God are crucial because it means we don’t just theoretically believe God is 
there and somehow in charge, but we actually listen to his voice through his word and live 
accordingly. 
D.4.a) Many people claim to “trust God” in the same way that stoics “trust fate.” Meaning that

“whatever will be will be.”  But that is not Abrahamic Faith at all! Abraham trusted God’s 
actual Words and lived under them, letting them shape his life. Isaac!

D.4.b) To say that you love and have a relationship with someone, and to ignore or reject what 
they actually say in words, is nonsense.

E. Security: Because storm-tossed Christians need an anchor for their soul. 17-20
E.1. God’s purposes are guaranteed, unchangeable, nonnegotiable

E.1.a) His purpose is to rescue the world through the seed of Abraham: Christ. This is what 
Abraham was trusting.

E.1.b) This is the establishment of his kingdom, his King, and the ultimate New Creation.
E.2. So, the anchor of our souls rests within the veil—in the heart of God Himself. 

E.2.a) Jesus is our guarantee of salvation, a high priest in the order of Melchizedek.
E.3. Because Jesus is the forerunner on our behalf. 20

E.3.a) Not simply the one who goes ahead of us, but the one who does it on our behalf, 
representing us completely as our replacement. Jn.14:1-6

IV. Where is your soul anchored? The place where you get your identity, value, purpose?



V. How can we be diligent (5:11)? Six suggestions based on this passage.
A. We can focus more on helping each other and less on acting religious 5:10

A.1. The evidence of genuine Christian life is loving service to other Christians and to the world—not 
acting Jewish or religious. Jn.13:34-35; Matt.5:14-16
A.1.a) Love = holy love = virtue. Gal.5:22-25

(A.1.a.1) Love includes all the true virtues of holiness and goodness.
A.1.b) Work = service to others for their good. Matt.25:40

(A.1.b.1) Starting with other Christians
A.2. Among Jews, the reputation for Jewish spirituality was crucial (Matt.6). 

A.2.a) To become a Christian under such circumstances was the opposite of religious 
spirituality.

A.3. Helping includes encouraging ourselves and others. 10 
A.3.a) Sincere and hard-working believers are often NOT “convinced of better things” 

concerning other Christians. This is unjust.
A.3.b) If God is not unjust to overlook the good that even immature Christians have done, then 

we should not overlook the good that we and others have done.
B. We can imitate people who trust God rather than those who don’t. 5:12

B.1. We all have heroes, and we usually imitate them in some way.
B.2. Who are your heroes and in what ways do you find yourself imitating them. 1 Cor.11:1 Paul sets 

an example following Christ.
C. We can believe what God says instead of what the world looks like. 6:13-15

C.1. Abraham trusted God by listening to His Word, treating it as reality and living under what God 
had revealed.
C.1.a) God’s primary promises come through his Word. And they are about his kingdom coming

and His will being done on earth as it is in heaven. 
C.1.b) Abraham saw himself as a part of God’s greater plan, even though he didn’t understand it 

all. God was not part of Abraham’s plan for having kids. Abraham’s kids were part of God’s 
plan to save the world. Big difference.

C.2. God has spoken. Heb.1:1-3. God’s word reveals ultimate reality, beyond death and this age.
C.3. Time in the Word is crucial to healthy human thought. Prov.1:7; Josh.1:8-9; Ps.1

D. We can value waiting on the Lord instead of relying on ourselves. 6:15
D.1. This doesn’t mean laziness or indolence, but it does mean finding those issues in your life that 

require faith and patience—and leaning into them. 
D.2. In order for hope to function, it must wait for something important. In order for faith to grow, it 

must hope and wait for something important.
E. We can trust His promises instead of our own. 6:13-15

E.1. Abraham didn’t make promises to God. He just trusted God and lived as though God’s Word is 
ultimate reality.
E.1.a) Promise (epangalia) is used 4 times in this passage—always of God’s promises. Isa. 

40:27-31
E.2. It’s not your promise to Him that sustains you. It is His promise to you. 1 Jn.4:10   . Jer.29:11

E.2.a) People promise God all sorts of things. These usually result in some sort of failure, 
producing in turn anger, self-loathing, retreat.

F. We can flee to Him for refuge instead of working for wages in the world. 18
F.1. He is the Refuge! Flee to Him for refuge: Grace to the guilty because of the Cross of Christ. 
F.2. Refuge is relief, safety, security, hope—like being brought safely into a cabin in a great mountain 

storm.
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