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I. Jesus insisted that he alone saves people, through personal relationship, based on his own sacrifice 
and authority. Stunning!
A. Jesus takes the authority to save. Matt. 11:25-29. Take my yoke upon you.
B. The apostles maintain His authority to save. Acts 15:10-11. Not the yoke of the law
C. But religion beckons because it emphasizes human effort over God’s grace.

C.1. It is counterintuitive for us to trust someone else with our souls.
D. And Mosaic Judaism was the Religion par excellence. God’s own Law

II. Jewish folk would object that Jesus cannot really be the HP because he is from the wrong tribe.
A. Levi’s tribe was the Priestly line. (Beginning in 15th cent BC)
B. Judah’s tribe was the kingly line. (The line of the anointed kings, David’s line)
C. And nobody was supposed to hold both offices in Judaism.

III. Hebrews says there is a much more important Priest, who was in fact also a king. 7:1-15
A. Melchizedek was a priest long before Moses came along: Gen 14; Ps. 110

A.1. He was both a priest and a king. 1:1-2
A.1.a) The first priest mentioned in the Bible in fact.

A.2. He was not Jewish and yet he was greater than Abraham (!) 7:4-7
A.2.a) This means he was faithful, righteous, and holy, without being Jewish.

A.3. He predated the Mosaic Law by 400 years and points to a fulfillment 2000 years future  .
A.3.a) God had this type of priesthood in mind from the beginning. Ps. 110:4

IV. The Messianic Priesthood is not Aaronic, but Melchizedekian.  7:11-28 (changes everything!)
A. The Mosaic system was never intended to create perfection. 11-14

A.1. If God had intended to make sinners perfect by the Levitical priesthood, why did He prophesy 
another type of priest? 11-17

B. But a perfect priest was prophesied. 15-17 Psalm 110:4
B.1. To be indestructibly good is to be perfect. 
B.2. Melchizedek prefigures Jesus as a transcendent “forever” type of priest. 

C. And He guarantees a perfect covenant. 18-22
C.1. Bringing a Better Hope.19

C.1.a) The Hope (certainty of a good future) of eternal life
C.2. Based on Divine Oath. (Not our oath, but God’s). 20-21

C.2.a) God’s oath is the basis of this plan.  Ps. 110:4 “The Lord has sworn”
D. Because it is based on His perfect intercession 23-25. 

D.1. He saves to the uttermost = panteles = truly, utterly, completely, eternally
E. And this perfection is what we have always needed. 26-28

E.1. He is “fitting” prepo = clearly what is needed, fits perfectly.
V. Why Hebrews insists that Christ must be our only High Priest. 7:22-8:6 (Read all)

A. Because the Mosaic Covenant was weak and useless for salvation. 7:18
A.1. But Jesus Christ is a guarantor of a better covenant

A.1.a) Enacted on better promises.8:6-7 more on this next week.
A.1.b) Because they don’t rely on our promises, but God’s promises.

A.2. If the Mosaic Covenant is weak and worthless to save us (because of our inability to keep it 
perfectly), then what does that say about any and all other religions and philosophies? Jn.14:6



B. Because the Levitical priesthood was only human and thus temporary by definition. 7:23
B.1. But Jesus Christ is more than human and eternally lives a perfect resurrected life.
B.2. 7:23: He “fit” the position (meeting the need) = prepo = the right one for the job, appropriate, 

suited to the need
B.2.a) Perfect in Character.  26 (Character does matter in eternity)
B.2.b) Perfect nature—Son.  28

B.3. 8:1-2. He entered the real Presence of God (real tabernacle in heaven)
C. Because the Sacrificial system didn’t permanently fix anything. 27

C.1. But Jesus Christ is Himself the Perfect Sacrifice, once for all.  27
C.1.a) Daily Sacrifices? Really? If you had to fix a leak in a pipe every day, would you consider 

it really fixed?
D. Because the whole Torah was only the Shadow of Reality. 8:4

D.1. But Jesus Christ is the True Reality that casts the Shadow! 8:5
D.2. A copy (hupodeigma = example, outline, model ( See Allen, NAC Hebrews p.456)

D.2.a) Like a model ship.
D.3. A shadow (skia). Col.2:17. Skia/Soma

D.3.a) If you see a shadow—there really is a body there!
D.3.b) Do you then talk to the Shadow??

VI. What does this mean for us today? If you are  in Christ…
A. It means you don’t have to be your own mediator. 8:1-2. What a relief! 1 Jn.1:8-2:2

A.1. You do not have to pull yourself up by your bootstraps or balance your Karma
A.2. You don’t have to make a case for God to forgive you or be patient with you. 
A.3. You do not have to maintain the illusion of perfection.

B. It means you don’t have to rely on your own righteousness. 7:26.
B.1. You have the righteousness of your High Priest. Phil.3:9

B.1.a) The High Priest “is” the people of God in God’s Presence. That’s the whole point of the 
High Priesthood.

B.1.b) In Christ we really are new people with the life of eternity in us.
B.1.c) Regeneration (Titus 3:4-7), Born Again (Jn.3:3-8; 1 Pet.1:23)

B.2. Which means that his eternal character actually is ours.   2 Cor.5:17-21
B.2.a) Holy as a gift. 
B.2.b) Innocent by reason of forgiveness.
B.2.c) Unstained by reason of cleansing.
B.2.d) Different from the World by reason of adoption in Christ.
B.2.e) Sharing His glory because we are spiritually joined to him. In Christ.

(B.2.e.1) Phil.3:20-21; 2Cor.5:21; Jn.17:10; Rom.8:30; Col.3:1-4
(B.2.e.2) Baptized into Christ, into the Trinitarian Life

C. It means you must not  put your hope in what you see here. 8:5. 2 Cor.4:16-18; Col.3:1-4
C.1. The earthly tabernacle was a copy of something real in God’s dimension.  (9:11)

C.1.a) Heaven is a real place where the Lord is, representing you.
C.2. That dimension (heaven) is the ultimate Reality and the place where you are secure with Christ. 2 

Cor.4:16-18. 
C.2.a) We live in the copy, the shadowlands.

VII. If this free, single-handed rescue from God through Christ doesn’t sound too good to be true, then you 
are probably not understanding it. Matt. 11:30. Come to Christ right now and live in His Grace forever. 
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