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I. Luke 18:1-8
A. The Lord cares about whether or not we lose heart.

A.1. Life in this age makes us lose heart.
B. The answer to losing heart is not quicker and more dramatic answers to prayer. 

B.1. It is continuing to pray. 
B.2. Faith is honed on the edge of losing heart.
B.3. Prayer is faithful on the edge of losing heart.

C. Which means that endurance is more important than answered prayer.
D. Because faith is eternal and what we pray for is usually temporal.

II. The Hebrew Christians were thinking of giving up faith in Christ. Hebrews 10:19-25. 
A. Since Jesus gives us these:

A.1. The Confidence to live in God’s presence.
A.1.a) Enter the holy places. 1 Cor.3. The church is the temple.

A.2. The Compassion of an Eternal Advocate.  
A.2.a) A Great Priest of the house of God.  (1 Jn. 2:1-2)
A.2.b) God tares the curtain that separates us and reaches through to pull us in.

A.3. A Christian is always forgiven, always living in the Holy of Holies, the presence of God safely and
personally.

B. Let us do these:  Living in the presence of God is not a static or passive experience.
B.1. Draw near to the Lord.    Personal Experience, 22

B.1.a) Come on and draw close with the following realities:
(B.1.a.1) A true heart = loving God for who He is in Himself.

B.1.b)  Something you initiate after he initiates the relationship
B.2. Hold tight to the Confession.   Purposeful thinking 23

B.2.a) The Confession = Jesus is Lord—this is our hope.
B.2.b) Faith is volitional. Grasp tightly and hold on, without wavering
B.2.c) Because He who promised is faithful. 

B.3. Pull together in the faith.    Practical activity  . 24
B.3.a) Consider = katanoeo = intense thinking,
B.3.b) How to incite love in other people. 
B.3.c) Not giving up on gathering (like some have)
B.3.d) Encouraging each other.

C. Because the option is unthinkable: Hebrews 10:26-31
C.1. To reject Christ, after understanding who He is, brings unimaginable judgment. 

C.1.a) Sinning willfully = purposely turning from the Lord, rejecting him.
(C.1.a.1) Consistent, unrepentant state of unbelief = disobedience.

C.1.b) Why such judgment?   4 logical reasons
(C.1.b.1) There is no sacrifice for turning from the sacrifice. 26-27

(C.1.b.1.a) Certain, terrifying, judgment
(C.1.b.2) The same was true in Old covenant.  28. (Deut. 17:2-7)

(C.1.b.2.a) If you reject the covenant, you die in your sins.
(C.1.b.3) Apostasy is a personal attack against God. 29

(C.1.b.3.a) Trampling the Son of God, Regarding as unclean the blood of the 
covenant.

(C.1.b.3.b) Outraging the Spirit of Grace.  (Matt. 12:32)
(C.1.b.4) Justice is retributive. God pays back evil for evil.  30. 



(C.1.b.4.a) He does punish his enemies. And this is what we become if we turn from 
him.



D. But you and we are not among the faithless.  32-39
D.1. Remember the evidence of your real faith. 32-34

D.1.a) After being enlightened, you suffered greatly. 
D.1.b) You lost your own property (they took it when you were accused of crimes)
D.1.c) You knew you had a better possession, an abiding one (permanent)

D.2. And Don’t throw away your confidence.  35-38
D.2.a) Stress does not go on forever
D.2.b) There is a good reward for faithfulness.

D.3. Because we (including you) actually do continue to trust Christ.  39
D.3.a) We are not of those who shrink back
D.3.b) But of those who have genuine, persevering faith.

E. Can this happen to a real Christian?  Not “can it?”, but” will it?”   No.
E.1. Do real Christians hear Jesus’ “voice” and obey Him?  Yes.  (Jn. 10:27)
E.2. Does Jesus’ voice warn them? Yes
E.3. Will they take the warning seriously?  Yes.
E.4. Will they lose their eternal lives? No

III. Slipping in your faith?  Consider these four things:
A. You may need to understand Hell as much as you imagine Heaven. 31

A.1. Vengeance is a neglected topic.  But we should understand it.
A.2. God is retributive. He pays back evil for evil. Rom.12:19

A.2.a) He never said vengeance was wrong, only that is was His, not ours. Deut. 32:35
B. You may need to return to your first love, more than your next passion. 22. 

B.1. We never outgrow the need to live in the gospel. Simple and persistent faith in Jesus as Lord and 
Savior. Rev. 2:4

B.2. Many people drift around the religious world to whatever is “happening” now, seeking the next 
passion, the next excitement.

C. You may need endurance more than you need “revival”. 36
C.1. Endurance in faith (hupomeme) is not the same as enthusiasm.
C.2. It is far more valuable than a quick emotional fix. Jas.1:1-4
C.3. It is the real evidence of faith (Lk.18:8; Heb.11
C.4. Joshua 24:14-15. 

D. You certainly need grace more than you need religion. 23.
D.1. The confession of our hope = trusting the promise of the One who never lies = trusting the Grace 

of God the Father through Jesus Christ.
D.2. These people were considering going back to religion—the best of the religions is no better than 

paganism.
D.3. That means giving up on free and eternal grace and opting instead for a legalism that not only 

creates bondage, but cannot save. 
D.4. Because only at the cross of Jesus Christ do justice and love meet and set us free. 
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