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I. Luke 9:57-62. Where do we get our hope in this world as we look forward to a new year? Actually, 
not from the world itself, but from what God is doing in the world. God is calling people into 
discipleship to Christ and into the eternal kingdom.
A. Bracing advice for would-be disciples. Luke 9:57-62

A.1. Don’t come lightly.
A.1.a) Count the cost because Jesus offers no franchise in this age.

A.2. Don’t come provisionally.
A.2.a) Telling God to wait until you’re done with what is most important to you is to 

misunderstand everything about the gospel of the kingdom
A.3. Don’s come temporarily.

A.3.a) Looking back to Egypt means you don’t understand your deliverance from slavery or 
your home in God’s land.

B. Why such radical statements? Why the exhortation to re-evaluate priorities?
B.1. Because someone so wonderful and gracious and powerful and trustworthy is here that all other 

relationships and priorities simply fall in line behind Him
B.1.a) The lordship of Christ and the reality of his kingdom are actually the most important 

things in the world—though you would never know this by anything the World says or does.
B.2. Because turning away from the Lord and his kingdom only leaves death. 

B.2.a) Being a Christian is not a hobby.
B.3. Because priorities often slip without our sensing it until it’s too late.

B.3.a) This age has a spiritual undertow, a rip current that is quite strong.
C. Real faith is discipleship, and it persists. 

C.1. Which is exactly what the Hebrew Christians needed because under pressure they were thinking of
“looking back.” 

II. Hebrews 11:20-31. Because they trusted God… (11:1-3, 6)
A. The Patriarchs planned for God’s future.  20-22

A.1. Isaac blessed Jacob.  20.   Gen. 27:27
A.2. Jacob blessed Joseph’s sons.  21. Gen.48:1, 5, 16, 20
A.3. Joseph looked forward to the Exodus.   Gen 50:24; Ex 13:19 

A.3.a) Even though he didn’t know when it would happen. 
B. Moses delivered God’s people. 23-29

B.1. As a baby  , his parents’   faith sustained him. 23
B.2. As a young adult his   own   faith motivated him. 24-26
B.3. As a mature leader his   informed   faith shaped a nation.  28-29

C. Joshua (Israel) entered God’s Land.  30. Joshua 6
C.1. Though Joshua is not named. Israel’s faith under his leadership is in view.
C.2. Who ever heard of defeating a strong city by walking around it?

D. Rahab Joined God’s Family. 31. Joshua 2:9; Matt. 1:5
D.1. A Gentile, Canaanite Prostitute! Josh.2:9



III. Four radical characteristics of regenerate faith. New Life from Above. If one or more of these is not 
functioning in our faith
A. A New Focus: Forward. 20-22

A.1. The distant future sets the course for the present.
A.2. Our world focuses almost entirely on the past and the present.

A.2.a) We are seen as the product of our past only. 
(A.2.a.1) For some, this is good news. Their past was good in their mind.
(A.2.a.2) For others this is devastating because they define themselves now by traumas, 

regrets, and unchangeable events in the past.
A.2.b) We are evaluated by how happy or successful we feel right now.

(A.2.b.1) Self-actualization is the highest goal in modern psychology.
A.3. But The Lord focuses almost entirely on our future as an anchor for our present Jn.16:33.

A.3.a) The Scripture only highlights redemptive past (the Passover, the Exodus, the Cross) for 
the purpose of promising the future.

A.3.b) He sees us now as a product of His past and His Future. 2 Cor.5
B. A New Identity: Christ. 24-26

B.1. Moses rejected his previous identity in favor of God’s kingdom in Christ.
B.2. Being in Christ is an entirely new way of understanding yourself.

B.2.a) Jesus Christ is an identity. 1 Cor.1:30-31; 2 Cor.5:17-21
B.2.b) This new identity is expat. Jesus told the would-be disciples he had no home in this age.

B.3. Being in Christ means being out of Adam. Rom.5:12-21
B.3.a) Changing identities from the old to the new. Putting on the New Man

C. A New Worldview: God’s Word. 
C.1. None of these people had a generic faith in “God.” They didn’t just “believe in God” actually 

believed what God said.
C.2. They trusted God’s Word as the primary source of knowledge.

C.2.a) Joseph planned to be exhumed and moved
C.2.b) Moses’s parents decided not to abort Moses.
C.2.c) Moses himself decided to change identities and destinies
C.2.d) Israel crossed the red sea (counterintuitive)
C.2.e) Israel conquered Jericho (counterintuitive)
C.2.f) Rahab saved herself and her family by jumping on Israel’s truck

D. A New Security: The Blood of the Lamb. 28
D.1. All these people were responding to Grace, not earning it!
D.2. God’s Sovereign Grace preceded the Law.

D.2.a) The instruction follows the grace and the grace motivates the obedience.
D.2.b) Passover and Deliverance from Egypt preceded the giving of the Law. 

D.3. This security is based on what God has done in sovereign grace, not what we do in meritorious 
works.
D.3.a) The Passover and the Exodus are the primary salvation events in the OT.
D.3.b) The Cross of Christ is the ultimate fulfillment of the shadow of Passover. 1 Cor.5:7
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