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I. Luke 18. Parable of the unjust judge and persistent widow.
A. This is about not losing heart (in prayer).

A.1. Because losing heart happens in this age. It is a reality here.
B. This is about the relative rarity of true faith.

B.1. Because genuine faith is a true struggle at times.
C. It is hard to believe that the Lord is hearing you when things are tough.

C.1. The temptation is to go elsewhere in the world for Reality.
II. Hebrews is about the same thing. Staying faithful to Jesus Christ against the pressure.

A. The need for endurance in trusting Jesus Christ as the true Lord. 10:35-39
B. The nature of faith and the people who have exercised it. 11:1-40
C. The Author of Faith and how he is our Champion. 12:1-3

III. Today, Hebrews 11:32-12:3. The Witnesses and the One we Trust. 5 things here.
A. More people than you can imagine actually lived by faith.  32a
B. Some saw victory here and now. 32-35a
C. Some saw suffering here and now. 35a-38

C.1. Note: Jesus would be in both lists! He saw suffering and death here, and also complete and eternal 
victory in the resurrection.

C.2. This is the Lord’s promise to us. Col.1:24; John 16:33
D. All of them died looking forward to Messiah. 39-40.

D.1. Even the “victorious” ones didn’t get everything they longed for.
E. All of them bear witness to God’s faithfulness and point to Christ. 12:1-3

IV. How can an ordinary Christian endure sorrow and suffering without losing faith? 7 things. 3 things 
to remember and 4 things to decide on.

A.1. Remember   that you are precious to Him. 38
A.1.a) People of whom the world is not worthy. 

(A.1.a.1) In Christ you are precious because you have the life and love of Christ.
A.1.b) These people are better than the world. The world is not worthy of them. Because they 

are holy to the Lord by faith and faithful to the Lord because He has made them holy.
A.2. Remember   that you are not alone in the struggle. All of chapter 11 and 12:1

A.2.a) These witnesses not “watching”, but bear witness to God’s truth.  1
(A.2.a.1) Marturion = witness in the sense of bearing witness to a truth.

A.2.b) These were ordinary people with flaws and mistakes, yet they each trusted God.  
(A.2.b.1) They were just faithful at the time and place God put them.  Sort of...
(A.2.b.2) They didn’t pick their own challenges any more than you do.
(A.2.b.3) Heroes never start out to be heroes.  They almost always just say, “Hey I just did 

what was right.”
A.3. Remember   that you are part of a bigger plan. 39-40

A.3.a) They did not know when or how God would keep his promises. But they lived as thought 
He would in His timing and His way.
(A.3.a.1) When exactly God will fulfill his promise. 
(A.3.a.2) How exactly God will fulfill his promise. 



A.4. Decide   to let go of the hindrances of sin.  12:1
A.4.a) Lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which easily entangles
A.4.b) Encumbrance (NIV, everything that hinders) = onkos = extra weight or fat
A.4.c) Entangles = euparistatos = something hanging on you and keeping you from running.

(A.4.c.1) Entanglements for us include “flesh” -- Gal. 5:19-21
A.5. Decide   to stay in your own lane.  12:1

A.5.a) Run the race set before us. What is your race?
(A.5.a.1) We each have a different “agon” set before us -- a race.
(A.5.a.2) Not somebody else’s race

A.5.b) All you have to be is you, in faithful mode.
A.5.c) Comparing your track with somebody else’s is a big mistake.  You’ll think they got a 

better track than you, or you’ll think you’re a better Christian than they are, or you’ll think 
you’re faithless because you “couldn’t face what they are facing.” 

A.6. Decide   to look past this age.  12:3
A.6.a) For the joy set before him he endured…
A.6.b) The best way to endure and avoid self-pity is to look past the suffering to the 

resurrection. 
A.6.c) Jesus lived and died this faith -- looking past the cross to the Glory

(A.6.c.1) Despising = kataphroneo = ignoring, scorning thinking nothing of the 
embarrassment, the shame.

A.7. Decide   to focus on our Champion—Jesus.  12:2-3
A.7.a) Fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.
A.7.b) Consider Him. analogidzomai = think and meditate.

(A.7.b.1) Time spent thinking about Jesus
A.7.c) We become victorious by trusting in His victory rather than ours.

(A.7.c.1) Archegos = Author, originator, champion, the one who wins on our behalf.
(A.7.c.2) He is the author and perfecter of faith

(A.7.c.2.a)He brought about your faith -- the author of it.
(A.7.c.2.b) He will complete it -- Phil 1:6
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