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I. John 13:21-30. The Darkness of false faith. Judas
A. The Hebrews were being tempted by trials to turn from Christ.
B. The Author is encouraging them to strengthen their faith in Christ.

II. Last week. Hebrews 12:1-13. Four reasons why we should not shift our faith back to ourselves or the 
world when life is hard.
A. Because Jesus was trained and He is now glorified.  1-4

A.1. Even Jesus “learned” obedience through the things he suffered -- Heb. 5:7-8
A.1.a) He had never been in a state of personal conflict about doing the Father’s will

B. Because our Father is training us, not destroying us.  5-9
B.1. Hardship/endurance is a form of   training     7

B.1.a) Endure hardship as discipline NIV (it is for discipline that you endure NAS)
B.2. Training   is a sign of love. 5-6 (Prov. 3:11-12.)

B.2.a) Do not take lightly = don’t ignore it.  
B.2.b) We ignore it by not thinking He’s doing anything productive in our trial.

C. Because the peace we are looking for is the result of His training.  10-11
C.1. The training is for holiness. 10

C.1.a) Holiness is God’s character, Christlikeness, living in our lives.
C.2. The character change is where the peace is.  11 (Matt. 11:29)

D. Because the absence of training will result in dislocation. 12-13
D.1. In this context he is warning against turning away from the Lord (14-17)

D.1.a) Put out of joint = ektrepo = sprain or dislocate, especially in legs or feet.
III. Today: Three Instructions and a Reason. 12:12--17

A. Strengthen each other and straighten your path.  12-13  
A.1. Strengthen the weak.   Isa 35:3-4

A.1.a) Help those who need it.  Your strengths are needed by others.  
A.1.b) How can I straighten my brother’s path? Make it easier for him to walk?

A.2. Make straight paths = decide to do the right thing, to stay on the path
A.2.a) How do people make crooked paths for their feet? By deliberately doing things that 

undermine confidence in Christ and increase WorldThink.
B. Pursue peace based on Christlikeness (holiness/sanctification). 14

B.1. Pursue = put in effort
B.1.a) dioko = run after, chase down and grasp.  Like a linebacker on a running back.
B.1.b) Pursuit is forward motion, even if it isn’t perfectly achieved.

B.2. Relational harmony. Peace with everyone
B.2.a) Sometimes just giving people room ... Rom. 12:18.
B.2.b) Loving unity reduces apostasy.

B.3. Based on Christlikeness (Holiness)—  without which nobody sees God  . 
B.3.a) Holiness = hagiosmos = sanctification = being like the Lord = Christlikeness. 
B.3.b) It is both a gift and a skill. Free gift in Christ and a growing skill in life. Phil.2:12-13

B.4. Neither one, by itself is the straight path—like two anchor points they keep us from drifting
B.4.a) Devotion to God without devotion to others is faith without works. Jas.2 

(B.4.a.1) self-righteous hypocrisy. James 2:14-17; 1 Jn.2:11; Mtt. 5:21-25
B.4.b) Devotion to others without devotion to God is “works without faith”.

(B.4.b.1) Philahthropy alone is not necessarily an indicator of regeneration.  
(B.4.b.2) It is the “proof of purchase” Jesus purchased it; the proof is in your personal life.



C. Stay focused on the Gospel (the grace of God). 15a;
C.1. Constantly re-focusing on kingdom realities, the message of Jesus

C.1.a) Fail to obtain, come short = arrive too late, miss the train.
C.2. To come short means to be aware of the gospel, but never respond to it. 

C.2.a) Or seem to respond but in the end reject the truth of who Jesus is.
D. Because apostasy is deadly. 16-17. Deut.29:16-20

D.1. Root of bitterness is a person or group who becomes jaded and apostate, turning from Christ and 
the new covenant.

D.2. Esau: the “Judas” of the OT. Gen 25.
D.2.a) My Flesh First, God’s Promise…never…

IV. So…come back to Jesus, the only Eternal Champion and Mentor…12:1-2
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