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I. Matt.11:28-29. Jesus offers relief from the weight of religion. 

A. Matt.23 reveals Jesus’ opinion of legalistic religion. Heavy weights 

B. But he offers righteousness as a gift with obedience as a result. 
 

II. Don’t lose confidence in Christ. Hebrews 10:35-12:12. Hebrews 12:18-29.  

A. You are not in the Nightmare of God’s judgment. You have not come to Sinai.  18-21 (Ex. 19-20; 

Deut.4:12-14; 5:24-29) 

1. Frightened by God’s power. Ex.19:16-20 

a) Like being alone at sea in a storm 

b) Blazing fire, Darkness, Gloom, Whirlwind, Trumpet blast, Frightening voice from heaven. 

2. Stunned by God’s holiness. Ex.20:18-21 

a) Like being stripped of all excuses and camo in God’s presence. 

b) Humanized gods are not holy. The nature gods of Egypt were not holy. They were 

deifications of natural phenomena. This was blatantly supernatural. No existing category for 

this experience. 

3. Fearful of God’s Word. Ex.20:18-21; Deut.5:24-29 

a) Ever want to hear from the Lord but afraid to? 

b) Begging that God would not talk audibly to them but let Moses speak on God’s behalf. 

c) Even Moses was fearful. Deut.9:19 

4. Sinai was a reminder that God is unapproachable by unrepentant humans with no covenant and 

no atonement. 

a) God’s holiness is to evil/sin what hydrogen peroxide is to bacteria. 

b) And we have evil in our hearts through and through. 

5. Sinai is also a reminder that God wants us to share His eternal life for which we were created. 

a) He is in a real bind because of our sin!! How can he save the people his wrath must destroy? 

How can we experience God’s Holy Love when we must deserve His Wrath? 
 

B. Answer: the New Covenant in Jesus Christ. You have been awakened in God’s Kingdom. Mt. 

Zion The New Covenant. 22-24 

1. The protection of God’s Home. 

a) The City of the living God, The Heavenly Jerusalem 

(1) Zion was the high point in the original city of David, synonym for Jerusalem. 

(2) A city was a place of security and identity. 

b) Heavenly Jerusalem. 

(1) Heavenly means the other dimension 

c) Instead of being alone in a storm…being at home  

2. The joy of God’s family. 

a) Angels: happy, beautiful, powerful spirit creatures that worship and serve the Lord 

(1) Millions of angels in (joyful gathering) 

(a) Angels in joyful gathering NIV.  Greek word for festal gathering = panegoris = 

happy, joyful gathering, Party On!!! 

b) Redeemed humans: Happy, beautiful, powerful spirit and physical creatures created to 

worship and serve the Lord in the material realm. 

(1) The departed faithful, spirits of people already completed 

(a) The whole church is alive -- those that have graduated are alive perfectly. 

(2) The gathering of the firstborns, inheritors of the fortune of God Himself. 

(3) Jesus was the prototokos, firstborn.   

(a) We inherit His name and blessing.  (Prototokos in plural genitive) 



 

 

3. The security of God’s presence. The Judge is on your side. 

a) God, the judge of all, but He has made human spirits righteous. 

b) God Himself has paid for our sins and given us his own life. 

c) If the Judge is on your side and has declared you innocent by reason of payment for the evil, 

then you are totally secure in his presence. 

4. All because of the Blood of God’s Son. 24 

a) The New Covenant in Jesus’ blood which speaks better than the blood of Abel. 

(1) Abel’s blood “cried out for judgment ...” Gen. 4:10.  A reminder of guilt and sin. 

(2) Christ’s blood “sprinkled” = the cleansing blood sprinkled for our forgiveness.  

(a) Ex.24:6-8. The blood of the sacrifice sprayed on the leaders of Israel. 

b) Because Jesus Messiah absorbed the Wrath at Sinai so that we could inherit His Joy forever at 

Zion. Eph.2:7 

C. Zion is God’s home, with warmth, forgiveness, fellowship, relationship, angels, joy. If you are at 

home, stay here. If you are lost in the wilderness, come home. 


