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I. Hebrews is about trusting Christ alone, not going back to Religion (Judaism)
A. He is the Ultimate Message. 1:1-3
B. He is the Ultimate Prophet. Ch.1-4
C. He is the Ultimate Priest. Ch.5-10 (entire OT system fulfilled)
D. He is the Ultimate King. Ch.11-13. Trust Him (Faith)

II. What does life in Christ’s kingdom look like? Hebrews 13:1-16
A. He transforms our morals. 1-6

A.1. In Love. Brothers, Strangers, Needy
A.2. In Sexuality. Marriage, 
A.3. In Contentment. Not loving money, but trusting the Lord.

B. He guides us with Mentors.  7 (1 Cor.11:1)
B.1. Faith is learned by watching and listening in the Family.

B.1.a) Like kids learn to speak their heart language.
C. He nourishes us on Grace.   8-9

C.1. The Gospel of Grace doesn’t change.
C.2. It is the only real nourishment. No Junk Food.

C.2.a) Grace = the free gift of Salvation by grace through faith alone in Christ alone.
D. He points us to the Future. A different altar; a different City.  10-14

D.1. We have an altar that is not religious -- It’s outside Judaism
D.2. We have a citizenship, but it’s not here. Expats.

E. He re-defines our Sacrifices. 15-16(replacing the Jewish Sacrifices)
E.1. To praise His Name. Sacrifice of Praise. 
E.2. To serve our world. Sacrifice of Service to others, goodness in action, sharing

III. He connects us with Leaders:  Hebrews 13:17-19  (this is far more spiritual than it looks)
A. Listen to your leaders.  17

A.1. Obey your leaders and submit to them
A.1.a) Obey = Have confidence in them. 

(A.1.a.1) Present passive imperative of peitho = to let somebody persuade you. 
(A.1.a.2) Trust your spiritual leaders (NIV have confidence in)

A.1.b) Submit =Let them influence and guide you. 
(A.1.b.1)  hupeikete = present active imperative = yield to somebody else’s will, to allow them

to influence you.
(A.1.b.2) This word used only here in NT.  It means more than simply doing what you are told;

it means more to yield to another person’s persuasion or thinking.
A.2. Because they keep watch over your souls and will have to give an account.

A.2.a) Why keep watch? Because there is real spiritual danger in false teaching!
A.2.b) Hebrews Context: They watch out for us spiritually by keeping us in the gospel and 

trying to stop us from turning away from the Lord.
A.3. Let them do this with joy and not with grief,   for that would be unprofitable for you  .

A.3.a) Stenadzo = sigh, groaning, grief.
A.3.b) If you make life hard on the leaders, its not good for you.
A.3.c) At least 22 organizations exist whose sole purpose is burn-out counseling for pastors.

B. Pray for your Leaders.  18-19
B.1. Often the last person we think to pray for is the leader.
B.2. We are sure that our conscience is clear.  Good point.
B.3. Pray for them like you pray for the pilot of the plane you’re in.

IV. Four counterintuitive gospel realities.



A. Leadership is a necessity. Eph. 4:11-12; 1 Tim. 1:3; Titus 1:5;
A.1. The Bible does not see Christians as autonomous, free agents. Golum.

A.1.a) All growing Christians are connected to leaders  (officially, unofficially).  13:7
A.2. People who think there is no need for leadership have been taught that by a leader.

B. Compliance is a virtue.  Titus 3:1-2 (contrary to popular belief)
B.1. The willingness to cooperate with legitimate human authority is a sign of spiritual maturity.
B.2. Adolescent rebellion is …adolescent. 

C. Cooperation is a responsibility. 1 Thess. 5:12-15. 1 Pet.5:1-5
C.1. Have charge over you = prohistami = to rule, manage, direct
C.2. Admonish = noutheteo = instruct put to the mind.
C.3. The commands are to the people -- to cooperate, not to the leaders, to coerce. 1 Pet.5

C.3.a) No micro-management. No Nit Picking! 
C.4. If you don’t trust leaders, change churches.  But don’t just cause grief.

D. Discipline is a reality.    1 Cor. 5:9-13
D.1. Leaders have the  responsibility to set moral parameters for fellowship.
D.2. Acts 20:26-7 So if you decide not to take the lead offered in your church, you will need to answer 

to the Lord.
D.2.a) You had better be sure of your position before you reject the parameters set by church 

leaders.
E. So…

E.1. Choose your spiritual leaders carefully, but take them seriously.
E.2. Pray for your leaders fervently, but evaluate them graciously.

V. All Because Jesus is the Redeeming Leader. Matt. 20:25-28. (1 Cor.11:1)
A. We can help each other because He gave His Life for us all.
B. All of these things the Spirit is doing in us are gracious, based on His Love and sacrifice, not just on 

our efforts.
My Redeemer Lives



VI. Quotes and Illustrations
VII. 2 things to do if you are serious about growing in Christ:

A. Choose your leaders carefully, but take them seriously.
A.1. Only connect with spiritual leaders who preach and live the gospel. 
A.2. Chose where you will make your spiritual home carefully.  But once it is established, live 

responsibly there.
A.3. Don’t follow power-hungry, carnal leaders.  (Matt. 20:20)

B. Respect your leaders organizationally, but join them spiritually.  Rom. 15:30
B.1. We all “strive together” in effective ministry.  sunagonidzomai = to assist, share in the agonizing 

struggle
B.2. Let policy and theology and structure stand.  That’s their job.  But we are all together in the work 

of the gospel.
C. True Christian shepherds are far less interested in your following them than in your following the Lord.
D. Coolidge’s Cat

President Coolidge (30th President, 1872-1933)  once invited some Vermont friends to dine at the White House.
They were worried about their table manners, so decided to do everything Coolidge did.  the meal passed 
smoothly until coffee was served and Coolidge poured his into a saucer.  The guests followed suit.  Then he 
added sugar and cream.  The visitors did likewise,  then Coolidge leaned over and placed his on the floor for the
cat.

Bits & Pieces
E. Jellyfish Coke

A lifeguard in Cairns, Australia, was rushed to intensive care in December (1999) after drinking from an open 
Coke bottle in a clubhouse refrigerator, having overlooked the label “Do not drink/ Jellyfish tentacles.”

Tribune
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