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Joshua #1 

An Overview and Introduction 

 

I. Intro. Matt.11:25-30 

A. God’s goal is that you have: 

1. A relationship with Him (which we are not born with) 

2. A purpose in life that comes from Him (which we are not born with) 

3. A rest that is based on our security in Him (which we are not born with) 

B. But it involves serious challenges in a fallen world. Jn.16:33 

1. Trouble in this world, faced by trusting the Lord personally 

2. Hope beyond this world, based on what Christ has done.  

C. Which brings us to the book of Joshua. . Josh.1:13; 21:44 

1. The Old Testament Picture of Rest in God’s Will 

II. Context: Israel in the border of the Land. Joshua. 

A. Israel is coming out of the discipline of the desert. (Num.13-14) 

1. God rescued them out of Egypt, married them at Sinai carried them to the home he planned 

for them—and they wriggled out of his arms and ran into the desert… 

2. An entire generation had died outside the promised land because of faithless disobedience. 

Ps.95:8-11; Heb. chapters 3-4. 

B. God is preparing to move them into the Promised Land. To live by faith for the first time. 

1. Deuteronomy is Moses’ final exhortation to Israel, to live in faithfulness to God. 

2. Joshua picks up where Deuteronomy leaves off. The story continues. 

III. Four things we learn about God in Joshua: They may surprise some of us.  

A. He is more Active than some people think. Chapters 1-5; 1:1-9 

1. He is keeping promises he made. Gen.12:1-2; 15:12-21 

a) Promise to Abraham—People and Land 

b) Promise to the Amorites—destruction for evil. Gen.15:16 

2. He is playing a long game (400 years here) but don’t think that He is not accomplishing His 

purposes. (2 Pet.3:8) 

a) History has a plotline and we are not writing it. He is. 

3. He insists that His plan for the world is more important than our plan for ourselves.  

4. And the only time we have rest for our souls is when we embrace that fully. That’s the 

“yoke” of the kingdom Jesus talks about 

B. He is more Dangerous than some people think. Chapters 5-12. 5:13-15 

1. He leads them personally in battle. 

2. He is a warrior and this is a war story. 

3. His wrath is deadly and he destroys his enemies. 

4. The judgment against the evil in Canaan is a shadow of coming judgment at the end of the 

age. Rev.19 

5. This is pre-incarnate Christ, Jesus before he was “Jesus.”  
  



 

C. He is more Providential than some people think. Chapters 13-21; 14:1-2 

1. He divides the land specifically among them.  

2. There is more to be done, yet He outlines the boundaries of each. 

3. There are boundaries on our lives. We are not completely free agents, able to do anything we 

want. 

D. He is more Challenging than some people think. Chapters 22-24 Josh. 24:14-15 

1. He lets them settle in, but tells them to stay close to Him. 

2. But it is not “sleep for your souls.” There are decisions to be made.  

IV. Jesus is the Greater Joshua who offers the Ultimate Rest. Heb.4:8 

A. Heb.4:8 means that Jesus is the greater Joshua who brings us into a greater Rest now and a 

promise of a real home in the New Age. 

B. All based on His unbelievably violent battle with sin and death. 

C. He rescues those who trust him and gives them a home.  

V. So, in a dangerous and fallen world… 

A. Trust the True Joshua.  

B. Enter the True Rest, Heb.4:8 

C. Press into the life of faith. 

D. Keep your eyes on the inheritance.  

 


