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Joshua #2 

Joshua 1:1-9 

Strength and Courage 

 

I. Following the Lord in a fallen world has always been scary. Matt. 14:28-33 

A. Peter is in touch with spirit reality, the natural supernatural in Jesus. 

B. Peter must obey and walk forward toward Jesus. 

C. Jesus must singlehandedly save Peter because Peter himself fails. 

1. Most important phrase: “Lord Save Me!” 

D. It’s not primarily about Peter walking, but about Jesus saving. 

E. Yet, Peter walking is a crucial aspect of it! Trusting the Lord in the Storm. 

F. Joshua is a book that helps us understand the dangers and the victories of walking by faith… 

II. Joshua, God’s People Walking Forward.  

A. The Real Star: YHWH, the Lord 

1. He brings them in to the His land. Chapters 1-5 

a) Jericho is the paradigm for all the wars. God is with them. 

2. He leads them in His battles for the His land. Chapters 5-12 

a) Southern and Northern campaigns 

3. He divides the His land among them. Chapters 13-21 

a) Very specific in each case. He knows where the boundaries are. 

4. He challenges them to serve Him in the land. Chapters 22-34 

a) There is rest for them, but all is not complete.  

b) Joshua’s challenge to the people and their promises to obey. 

c) As it turns out, they fail in the next generation. (Judges 2:6-10) 

B. The nature of the Book:  

1. The Theological/Historical record of the 50 years from the death of Moses, in 15
th

 cent BC to 

the death of Joshua (at 110) 

2. YHWH is judging the Canaanites for the demonic evil they have embraced over the last 400 

years. (Gen.15:16; Lev.18) 

3. It is a theological war story, representing material and spiritual warfare. 

C. The profile of the Man: Joshua 

1. First man with the Greek name “Jesus” (iesous; in LXX)  

a) Moses re-named him “Joshua” (YHWH is Salvation”, LXX = eisous = Jesus.) Num. 

13:16 

b) The first person with the name “YHWH is Salvation” and the first man with a name 

that incorporates the covenant name of God. (NAC, Joshua, p 73) 

2. Moses’ “Number One” for over 40 years. Num. 27:15-19 

a) There on Sinai when Moses received the Law 

b) There at the Tent of Meeting when Moses talked with God. 

c) There in the desert.  Saw the grief of Israel’s disobedience. 

d) There in the Land.  One of the original 12 spies to enter.  Only he and Caleb brought 

back good reports. 

3. A professional soldier and statesman. (Not a priest) 

a) Just over 20 at the Exodus; about 60 at this point. (1/2 Moses’ age) 

b) Commanded the army against the Amalekites at Rephidim. 
  



 

III. Background to this passage. 

A. The nation was in a God-designed Crisis:  (dictionary on crisis = a crucial or decisive point, turning 

point; an emotionally stressful event.) 

1. Just lost the only leader they had ever known—Moses. 

2. On the verge of the greatest challenges they had ever faced. 

3. They were not accustomed to walking with the Lord. 

a) They were accustomed to following Moses, more or less. 

B. Joshua was in a God-designed trial. 

1. He had lost his mentor and friend. 

2. He was leading a difficult group of people. 

3. He had new and humanly insurmountable obstacles 

a) Fortified cities and armies. 

4. He had real fear: God encourages him three times about this. 

IV. Things we learn about courage and faith from Josh 1:1-9 (Read it all)  

A. Face Forward. 2.  

1. There are providential and permanent changes that force us forward in this life—toward 

eternal life and Christlikeness. 

2. Cross this Jordan,  

a) A blatantly impossible task especially at flood-stage. 3:15 

3. Because I am not done with you or my people yet. 

a) To the land I am giving to these people. 

B. Listen carefully: 3, 6.  
1. I am with you. 5b, 9. Matt.28:20 

a) It’s not mastering the principles or rules, but trusting Him. 

b) He doesn’t say “the rules will be with you” or “the principles will bless you – but “I 

will be with you and not fail you.” Matt 28:20 

c) It’s not trying to generate self-confidence and calling that faith. 

d) In the New Covenant we have the same presence that Joshua had in the Old 

Covenant, but even more. Regeneration. 

2. I have spoken to you. 2 Tim.3:15 

a) The written “book of the Law” was God’s voice in the Old Covenant. 

b) The written words of the apostles are the completion of the Old Covenant in the New 

Covenant. 

3. You cannot have any relationship with anybody if you don’t believe them, or if you ignore 

their actual words. 

C. Embrace the Risks. (6, 7, 9) Be Strong and Courageous. Repeated three times. 

1. There is no life without risk and loss.  The only question is whether you lose things for a 

greater purpose than yourself. Mtt 19:27-30 

a) If it were not impossible on our own, how else would we know He did it? 

2. How can you tell if what you are doing is following Him? 

a) It serves His stated purposes for His people.  

b) It is in keeping with His gifts, calling, and responsibility in your life. 

c) It is confirmed by those around you.  The Body. 

d) It’s difficult:  looks impossible without God’s help. 

e) It seems like the right thing to do at the time, often the only thing you can do at the 

time. 

V. How do we do these things? Not by trying hard, but by trusting completely!  

A. Trust the Victory: you belong to the Greater Joshua who has defeated the Ultimate evil. 

B. Eph.1:15-23. We are part of a spiritual war, but it has been won by Christ at the Cross. 

 


