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I. Matt.16:13-20. Jesus is creating a supernatural gathering (ecclesia) in the World.
A. I will build my church (gathering, community) on this Rock (apostolic witness to Lordship).
B. It will not die and it will not succumb to the demonic idolatry. (Gates of Hades)

II. Joshua is a crucial phase in the redemptive plan of God. Land for God’s covenant people.
A. The nation was in a God-designed Crisis: 

A.1. Just lost the only leader they had ever known—Moses.
A.2. On the verge of the greatest challenges they had ever faced.
A.3. They were not accustomed to walking with the Lord.

B. Joshua was in a God-designed trial.
B.1. He had lost his mentor and friend. Leading difficult people, in trying circumstances.
B.2. Faith isn’t faith until you can’t trust anything but the Lord.

C. All because of a God-designed redemptive plan for the world. Eph.1:10
C.1. Israel cleansing and redeeming Canaan is a crucial phase in the redemption of the earth,
taking back God’s property into His kingdom.
C.2. It is a picture (though imperfect) of coming judgment followed by renewed creation. Thy 
Kingdom Come, Thy will be done…

III. The Lord accomplishes His will through us by. 
A. Giving us a mission that transcends ourselves. This people, this land, this Jordan

A.1. Courage comes not by focusing on courage, but on something more important than the 
Self.

A.1.a) Not from looking within or bolstering self-esteem 
A.2. It must also be something more important than the various extensions of the self. 

A.2.a) The Sovereign Self.
(A.2.a.1) Sologamy—marriage to the self, to love, honor and obey…
(A.2.a.2) Note singleness/celibacy is an honored and high call. 1 Cor.7

A.2.b) The Coupled Self (me and my lover). Lk.14:25
(A.2.b.1) We were created for intimacy, but it can become an idol. Adam 
disobeyed God to retain Eve.

A.2.c) The Multiplied Self (me and my family). Lk.14:25
(A.2.c.1) Family is a gift and a calling, but not an idol. And temporary!

A.2.d) The Tribal Self (me and my community). Lk.14:25
(A.2.d.1) Community is crucial, but Tribalism is the worship of it.

A.2.e) The Political Self (me and my nation). Phil.3:1-11; Gal.3:28-29
(A.2.e.1) Loving and serving our country is good, but not a replacement for 
God.

A.2.f) The Racial Self (me and my race). Gal.3:28-29
(A.2.f.1) In Christ all racial superiorities are dissolved.

A.2.g) The Humanist Self (me and all of humanity) Gen.11:1-9
(A.2.g.1) Babel, making a name for the Humanist Self without God.. 
Humanity united against God?

A.3. God’s Kingdom is our new identity and is more important than all the other identities. 
Matt.6:33
A.4. Counterintuitive fact: fulfillment comes when we don’t look for fulfillment itself. 

IV. Take a moment and picture each of these good aspects of life on earth. Put them on the altar and ask the 
Lord to bring His life and mission into sharper focus in relation so each one.
V. The True and Ultimate Joshua has lived out the selfless mission on our behalf and saved us 
completely. Resting in that reality, while committing to His mission in this world, is where courage and 
usefulness meet in our lives.
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