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I. Matt.16:24-28. Jesus did not mince words about following Him.
A. The stakes are infinitely high. 

A.1. Life lost or found.
B. The promise is stunning. Eternal life

B.1. Release from the judgment that is coming.
C. The challenge is personal—follow me. (trust me and only me)

II. Joshua 1. Joshua and Israel facing challenges beyond our imagination.
A. Material challenges because they really had no choice but to fight physically.

A.1. Once they crossed the Jordan it would be kill or be killed.
A.2. They had no place else to go and God was leading them forward

B. Spiritual challenges (introduced last time) because Canaan was “demonized” 
B.1. More on this next week.

C. Faith challenges:  because they were used to having manna, cloud, fire, etc.
C.1. Trusting His promises. 6
C.2. Trusting His instructions. 8-9
C.3. Trusting His presence. 9

D. Note: every challenge you face as a Christian is a challenge to your faith in some way.
III. How does the Lord use our lives? He does it By…

A. Giving us a mission that’s more important than we are. 6-9. Acts.1:8
A.1. Courage comes not by focusing on courage, but on something more important than the 
Self.

A.1.a) The entire expanded self goes on the Altar, then courage enters.
A.2. A seemingly impossible, yet unavoidable calling from the Lord into some new way of 
trusting Him.

B. To be accomplished together. (Community).12-15. (Eph.2:1-22)
B.1. Spiritual courage is a group experience.

B.1.a) The tribes in the “safe zone” had to help the others.
B.2. Even though spiritual rebirth is an individual experience. John 3:3

B.2.a) Family shares DNA. We are born again into a new family, the actual, real, DNA 
sharing, life of God’s spirit family. 
B.2.b) 1 Cor.12:13.  We were all made to drink of one Spirit— Spirit of Christ.

B.3.  In the kingdom we must, to the best of our ability, 
B.3.a) Pull our weight with the people around us. 1 Thess.4:12

(B.3.a.1) Spiritually, Emotionally, Materially.
B.3.b) Help with the weight that others cannot carry. Gal.6:2

(B.3.b.1) Gal.6:2. Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the Law of 
Christ

B.3.c) Allow others to help us when we need it. Phil.4:14
(B.3.c.1) Spiritual pride often stops this.
(B.3.c.2) We must graciously receive grace from others.
(B.3.c.3) This produces the fruit of humility—Christlikeness. 



C. By His Grace. 2, 6, 10.   I Am With You…    Eph.2:8-10. Phil.2:12-13
C.1. Spiritual courage is motivated by profound grace.

C.1.a) His Grace and His Promises are the foundation of the obedience. 2,6,10. Israel did
nothing to earn this.

C.2. Yet, that grace manifests itself in profound effort at times. Col.1:29
C.2.a) Joshua would be facing great challenges and threats.

C.3. Some people mistake grace for passivity.
C.3.a) But the gospel is not against effort, only earning.
C.3.b) Symptoms? No internal transformation despite years of going to church.

C.4. Others mistake activity for faith. 1 Cor.15:10
C.4.a) The dust of our own activity for the cloud of the Presence?
C.4.b) Symptom? Anger, burn-out.

D. Because of His Victory.   I have given it to you  …   Eph.1:15-23
D.1. The True Joshua is strong and courageous. 
D.2. Spiritual courage grows as we focus not on our strength, but on His.

IV. The True and Greater Joshua has by his own faith accomplished our salvation. From there He 
beckons us forward through whatever we are currently facing. 
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