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Joshua 3 

Crossing Over 

 

I. Jesus made it clear that to come to Him in this world meant all or nothing. Matt.16:24-28 

A. It’s a real release of all our hopes to Him and His Kingdom 

II. The Second Generation of Israel. 1440s BC 

A. On the border of God’s Promise. 1:3 

1. After a life on bread and water in the desert. 

B. On the verge of a new identity. 3:17 

1. Now a nation and not just a “people: 17 

C. On the edge of a battle ground. 3:10-11 

1. You Have not been this way before. 

III. The Crossing. Chapter 3 (read all) 

A. Get Ready: Consecration. 1-6 

1. Set yourself apart for the Lord. (Qadash) 

2. Washing, putting on clean clothes. Re-committing to the Lord. 

3. Rom.12:1-2 

B. Get Set: Instruction. 7-13 

1. The Word of the Lord through Joshua (first time officially) 

2. He is like Moses here and the people receive the Word. 

C. Go: Experiencing the Miracle. 14-17 

1. The parting of the Water. Exodus over again. 

2. This is something like their conversion experience, their “exodus” out of the desert and into 

God’s Promise 

IV. How the Lord Guides Us Forward. 

A. He leads from the front. Matt.11:25-30; John 13:36 

1. He is a Shepherd, not a sheep dog (and neither should we be.) 

a) He even suffered and died ahead of us… 

2. He is ahead of us at all times.  

a) A half a mile in front of them at least. 

3. He has a mission. It’s His mission that shapes us, not ours 

a) We follow Him. 

4. He is always ahead of us in every phase of our lives, especially in our death. Always 

beckoning us forward. 

B. He Grounds us in His Word. 1:8-9; 3:9. John 15:3 

1. The Written Word. This book of the Law. 1:8-9 

a) Included the Exodus, the promises of land and blessing, the covenant—everything 

they needed to know at the time to walk with God. 

2. The Applied Word. This is how to step forward now…Ps.32:8-9 

a) Joshua tells them how the promise applies to them—crossing the Jordan 

3. But on a need to know basis. 

a) Not telling them too much in advance. (Lest they take over the plan) 

C. He bases everything on His Sovereign Grace. Phil.1:6 

1. The Lord of all the earth = His sovereignty. 

2. I will drive the enemy out. 10-11 

3. Give this to you this land. 1:3, 6 

4. It is never our effort, but always His power bestowed in grace. Yet, we are not passive… 
  



 

D. He insists that we commit. 3:5. Phil.2:12-13; Rom.12:1-2 

1. The deliverance didn’t happen until the people committed. 5 

a) If you aren’t willing to commit to Him, then you’re really just trusting your own 

Reason. 

2. The river didn’t part until the feet were in the water. 13, 15 

a) find they are actually do-able 
 

E. He Exalts the Greater Joshua. 3:7 Pointing always and only to the Gospel. 

1. The name Joshua = Jesus in Greek LXX (what the disciples read) 

2. The symbolism of the Ark = the Gospel 

a) In the Ark: Manna, Aaron ’s rod, Decalogue 

b) On the Ark: Mercy Seat in the presence of YHWH 

c) This is the gospel, the Lord Himself in action. 

3. Note that the people obey, but the Victory is won singlehandedly by the Lord symbolized in 

Joshua and the Ark. 

 


