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Joshua 3 

Remembering is Believing 

 

I. 1 Cor.11:23-26. Jesus told us to remember on purpose. 

A. We live in a large story that isn’t over yet. 

B. We are part of a miraculous reality that is being proclaimed. 

C. We are in danger of forgetting and misinterpreting it. 

1. The Corinthians did everything wrong 

D. The picture of these realities is foreshadowed in Israel. Joshua 3-4 

II. The Second Generation of Israel. 1440s BC 

A. On the border of God’s Promise. 1:3 

1. After a life on bread and water in the desert. 

B. On the verge of a new identity. 3:17 

1. Now a nation and not just a “people: 17 

C. On the edge of a battle ground. 3:10-11 

1. You Have not been this way before. 

III. The Crossing. Chapter 3 

A. Get Ready: Consecration. 1-6 

1. Set yourself apart for the Lord. (Qadash) Rom.12:1-2 

B. Get Set: Instruction. 7-13 

1. The Word of the Lord through Joshua (first time officially) 

C. Go: Experiencing the Miracle. 14-17 

1. The parting of the Water. Exodus over again. 

2. conversion experience, their “exodus” out of the desert and into God’s Promise 

IV. Now: Remember what happened here. Chapter 4. Never forget it.  

A. Build a Memorial at Gilgal. 1-14 

1. 12 big stones, carried by 12 big guys. 

2. 12 more stones in the river itself? (9) 

B. Live in the history of your redemption. 15-22 

1. Pass the redemptive history to your children. Deut.6:7 

2. Because the Lord expects us to remember His Work from generation to generation. 

C. Because you are a witness to YHWH’s presence in the world. 23-5:1 

1. You belong to the Living God. 3:10, 

2. Master (Adon) of all the earth. 3:13 

3. Not to the other gods of this age… 
  



 

V. Why does He want us to Remember on purpose?  

A. Because we forget!  

1. We tend not to believe miraculous things. (so did the ancients) 

2. We have a short memory for God’s faithfulness (and many other things as well) 

3. We tend to want to know, what have you done for me lately? 

B. Because we can drift. Heb. 2:1 

1. Everybody is in the conversion business and all worldviews are based on some sort of 

presuppositional faith. 

2. Drifting is dangerous because it is imperceptible at first. 

3. Our culture actively seeks converts to the Naturalist Story.  

C. Because we need courage. 3:10; Rom.8:32-39 (and it comes from outside us) 

1. And biblically, courage doesn’t come from contemporary miracles, but from previous ones. 

Looking to the future in light of the past. Destiny based on history. 

2. His previous faithfulness as promise of His future faithfulness.  

 

VI. How do you live in this reality? 

A. Take the first Step into the Water. Make a decision 

1. Repent and be baptized for the remission of your sins. Acts 2:38 

2. Trusting the Ark = gospel to be your salvation! 

3. Faith precedes baptism, but baptism confirms faith and it is the “sinners prayer”  in the NT. 

B. Take Communion often. (1 cor.11:25 

C. Take every opportunity to be strengthened in your faith. 

1. Your knowledge of God, His Word, the gospel,  

2. We do this every week! 

 

 


