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I. Luke 15. The Prodigal under discipline.
A. Three parables about God seeking the Lost.
B. Jesus is revealing God’s heart for the Lost. God is restoring his Lost World.
C. Spiritually, Joshua 5 is about God restoring his disciplined people, saving the lost.

II. Joshua is about God starting over with his disciplined people. Chapter 5. 
A. He re-orients them to the miracle of His calling. Chapters 3-4.

A.1. The crossing of the Jordan was a do-over for the crossing of the Red Sea.
A.2. He could have led them in other ways to Canaan, but he deliberately put them in an 
impossible situation (Red Sea) to remind them that His power was their support.

B. He re-commits them to the reality of His Covenant.  Circumcision. 1-9
B.1. What did circumcision mean to Israel? Gen. 17

B.1.a) A sign that they trusted God’s Covenant. Gen.17
(B.1.a.1) God’s promise to bless by faith alone. Gen.15/Rom.4

B.1.b) A declaration of loyalty to God’s will. Deut.6:1-6
B.1.c) A rejection of the powers of evil that dominated the World. 

B.2. Why hadn’t they done this before? It doesn’t say.
B.2.a) It was the faithless generation that didn’t do this for their kids. Not the kids fault 
really.
B.2.b) The parents were in rebellion and it deeply affected the kids. This happens a lot.

C. He re-grounds them in fact of His Grace. Passover. 10-12
C.1. Reminder of their redemption.  Passover on Nisan 14

C.1.a) This too had apparently been neglected for the wilderness period (EBC this verse)
C.2. New food from Canaan/ no more wilderness manna. No more cloud and fire either.
C.3. Extraordinary measures are not meant to be the regular means of sustenance – work and 
rhythm of life are.

D. He recruits them for the challenge of His mission.  13-chapter 6.
D.1. God is a warrior… Next Week.



III. What does this tell us about the Lord in the New Covenant? Fulfillment foreshadowed. 4 things 
A. He persists in His call on our life. 5:2. Rom.11:29; Phil.1:6. 

A.1. This is Israel being “circumcised” a “second time.” Impossible?
A.1.a) But he treats Israel like one person being restored. 

(A.1.a.1) (Israel is my son. Hosea 11:1)
A.2. When you have been disciplined, you are being restored, not rejected. Heb.12

B. By circumcising our hearts, rather than our bodies.   Rom.2:29
B.1. This was always the need. Deut.10:16; Jer.4:4; 

B.1.a) The Law couldn’t change the heart.
B.2. This was always the plan. Jer.31:31; Ez.36:26
B.3. This is what the Spirit does by faith in Christ. 5:1-9; Rom.2:29

C. Thus removing both our guilt   and our shame  .   5:9-12  . Phil.3:20; Rom.8:30
C.1. Passover = forgiveness, but much more…The shame is also “rolled away.”
C.2. The shame of failure has also been removed. 

C.2.a) Reproach = cherepah = shame, ridicule, public loss of honor.
C.3. Guilt is an internal and legal thing, for doing what is wrong whether others know about it 
or not.

C.3.a) The opposite of guilt is innocence. You have this in Christ.
C.4. Shame is an external and social thing, for losing face and being “ashamed” 

C.4.a) The opposite of shame is honor/glory. You have this in Christ
C.5. What some Christians feel is not guilt (they know they are innocent in God’s eyes), but 
shame (they feel like failures in front of others.
C.6. In Phil.3:20 and Rom.8:30. Paul rejoices in future glory (doxa) opposite of shame.
C.7. In Luke 15 the father forgives and grants His honor back to the prodigal. (Robe, ring, 
feast). 

C.7.a) This honor is what infuriated the Pharisee big brother
D. So that we can become apprentices rather than puppets.   5:10-12  ; Gal.4:19; 5:16-25.

D.1. No more manna, fire, cloud. 
D.1.a) Now it’s time to walk by faith and not by sight. 2 Cor.5:7.

D.2. Following Joshua and trusting the Word. 
D.2.a) Learning the skills of faith in the daily challenges of life. Matt.11:25-30

D.3. Pinocchio becomes a real boy… with responsibility…
IV. And He does it all through the True and Better Joshua—Jesus Christ. Col.2:8-15

A. A “circumcision” in your heart not made with hands but bestowed on your soul by the Spirit of 
Christ as we enter the life of Christ by faith. 
B. The Cross was the ultimate “cutting off of the flesh.” And Jesus did it for us. So that we would have 
our guilt and shame removed forever.

V. Do you need that new circumcised heart? Come for prayer and restoration in Christ. It is free, 
gracious, honoring, and restorative. 
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