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I. Peter was converted to Christ one sunny day at the Sea of Galilee. Luke 5:1-11
A. His previous center of gravity was fishing.
B. Now His center of gravity is Christ Jesus.

II. What has happened (last time on “Joshua”…) 
A. Israel in the Exodus generation has failed miserably by sheer faithlessness = rebellion. 

A.1. The book of Numbers and the commentary on it in Deuteronomy.
B. Yet, instead of destroying Israel, the Lord has sustained them even in discipline.

B.1. The manna, the cloud, the fire, the protection against curse (Midian, Balak and Balaam) 
victory over Sihon and Og.

C. Now He has brought them to a new place of faith, the Promised Land a new generation.
C.1. Crossing the Jordan is a do-over for crossing the Red Sea.

III. Chapter 5. The Lord is the actual star of this entire story.
A. He brings them across the river. Ch.3-4

A.1. A singlehanded miracle of deliverance into a new life. A re-do of the Red Sea
B. He re-institutes His covenant with them. Circumcision. 5:1-9   (8-9)

B.1. Rolling away their shame from the previous disobedience
C. He reminds them of His rescue of them. Passover.   5:10

C.1. His sovereign choice, salvation in the face of judgment on the Egyptian idolatry.
D. He enables them to be fruitful in the land.   5:11-12

D.1. Eating of the produce of the Land
E. He personally supervises their progress.   13-15

E.1.For us or against us?  Wrong question: Neither – I’m in charge.  I’m not here to help you; I’m
here to take over.  Not taking sides, but taking over.
E.2.Who is this?

E.2.a) Captain of the host (army, tsava) of the Lord
E.2.b) The Angel of YHWH. See Ex.3:4-5. Jude 5
E.2.c) The second person of the Trinity. YHWH on earth. 

IV. How to have strength for the fight. 4 principles that re-surface in the New Covenant
A. Make up your mind. Circumcision/Baptism. 1-9. (Col.2:8-15)

A.1. The sign of the covenant—I belong to YHWH and no other.
A.2. Circumcision was the sign that you belong to the Lord and nobody else. Nobody else. 
The gods of Canaan (Baal especially) were demonic and had completely infested the human 
population, even the children.

B. Take up His grace. Passover. 10-12. 
B.1. His grace to save you from His wrath. Passover/Lamb. 1 Cor.5:7

B.1.a) Why did YHWH save Israel in the midst of Egypt? Sovereign grace.
B.1.b) Passover was not Israel’s idea, but YHWH’s. The blood of the lamb, not the 
goodness of the people, protected them when God’s judgment against the evil of 
Egyptian, demonic, idolatry was poured out.

B.2. His grace to enable you in His land. (Fruit in the land) 2 Pet.1:1-4
B.2.a) No more manna, but instead the ability to cultivate the land.



C. Pick up your orders. Mission. 13-15
C.1. What do you want me to do, Lord? Acts 1:8; Matt.28:18-20
C.2. God’s people actually have a mission in life and the right question is not, How can I get 
God to bless me? But, What is God doing and how can I be a part of it?

D. All by laying down your life before Him. Worship. 13-15. Rom.12:1-2.
D.1. First, Worship. Take off your sandals. This is holy ground.

D.1.a) Because there is no man-made protection between you and God’s holiness. 
Holiness is supreme supernatural goodness.

D.2. Instead of marching orders (which will come later) the command is to worship first.
D.2.a) Take off your sandals.  This is holy ground (Ex 3:5)
D.2.b) Joshua fell at the Lord’s feet, on holy ground, with no protection between his self 
(feet) and God’s holiness.

D.3. Worship is dedicating your life to the Lord, for His glory. 
D.4. Is Jesus your Mascot or your Lord?  My testimony…Ponderosa

V. Why? Because this Commander has won the Ultimate Battle for us. Col.2:15
A. Note that YHWH has a drawn sword—it is His sword, not Joshua’s, that gains the victory.
B. If the angel of the Lord is Christ Jesus, then we are releasing our lives to the One who released His 
life for us. He has done it all and we serve Him in gratitude.
C. His Victory provides a secure and effective grace for us. Eph.1:15-23
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