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Jericho 

 

I. Jesus is the judge as well as the savior. John 5:19-24 

A. Jesus himself judges all the human race. We don’t like this, but it must be true. 

B. Joshua, the shadow of Jesus in the OT, illustrates God’s judgment against evil. 
 

II. What’s going on here in Joshua? 

A. God is moving His Plan forward. Eph.1:10  

1. He intends to bring all creation under Christ, redeeming it and restoring it. 

B. By fulfilling a promise he made to Abraham. Gen.12:1-3 

1. This is a promise of redemption for humanity. 

2. Also a promise of opposition (those who curse you) 

C. Which involves re-possessing His specific land—Canaan. Gen.12:1; 15:18; 17:8 

1. God’s address in the disputed territory of Fallen Creation. 

D. And re-populating it with His people. Gen.15:18 

1. Evicting the demon-worshippers and installing His family 

E. So that Israel would represent YHWH in a dark world. Deut. 4:6-8  

1. A standing witness to the demonically influenced pagan world that there is a True and Living 

God—YHWH 
 

III. Over the last 40 years YHWH has  

A. Delivered Israel from Egypt. Exodus 

B. Disciplined Israel for rebelling against Him. Numbers 

C. Demonstrated to Israel His faithfulness. Deuteronomy/Joshua 

1. Bringing them again to the Land 

2. Crossing the Jordan, reinstituting the Covenant 
 

IV. Chapter 6. Jericho: What is the Lord saying to us? 

A. It’s really me…with a sword.  5:13-15 

1. Commander of YHWH’s army,(tsava). 

a) The Angel of YHWH. See Ex.3:4-5. Jude 5 

b) See Gen.18-19:23. YHWH from heaven, YHWH on earth? 

c) Isa.9:6. El Gibbor   

d) Isa.63:1-4/ Rev.19:11-. Vengeance 

e) 2 Thess.1:5-10 

f) John 5:22. Jesus is the judge. 
B. I want you to trust me and obey me.  6:1-5 

1. Doesn’t qualify as a “plan” at all by human military standards.  

2. The Israelites do something, but the power isn’t theirs. The Lord has done it. 

3. It’s amazing how much you can serve the Lord and not understand exactly how He does what 

He does… 

4. Much of how the Lord works doesn’t qualify as “expertise” in human terms. 
  



 

C. I will judge all human and demonic evil. 15-21  

1. Herem = devoted to YHWH = complete destruction. (Deut. 20:16-18) 

2. A direct judgment against demonic human evil.  

a) Gen. 15:16. 

(1) Sin ripening in a culture 

b) Deut. 9:4ff 

(1) Not because of your righteousness … 

c) Lev. 18:6-30 

(1) Incest. 6-19; Adultery. 20; Child sacrifice. 21; Homosexuality. 22; Bestiality. 
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(2) A reminder to Israel not to do these things. Lev. 18:24-30 

3. People who insist that this is “unfair” to the Canaanites assume these 3 things: 

a) God is capable of being unfair.  Really?  

(1) Taking the moral high ground over God? 

b) God didn’t warn them about their sin.  Really? 

(1) But why do we believe this? See Gen 15. Melchizedek represented God in 

Canaan. 

c) There is no culture so debased that the only way for God to deal with it is to eradicate 

it. Really? 

(1) Why do we believe this?  Do we know much about Canaanite culture?  Or evil 

for that matter? Have we not seen unutterable evil perpetrated by humans? 

4. We can’t just take the parts of the Bible we don’t like and ignore the rest of God’s 

explanations regarding human evil and God’s Judgment. 
 

D. I will rescue anybody who trusts me and defects. Rahab’s family. 22-27 

1. She simply trusted YHWH and did what was logical under the assumption of her faith—she 

hid the spies. 

2. She turned from the evil and to the Lord—repentance and faith. 
 

V. Because I have absorbed the Herem for you. 2 Cor.5:21; Gal.3:13 

A. Herem = completely devoted, in the case of human life, killed.  

1. It is God’s holiness experienced like a fire killing all evil. But as a human not separated from 

the evil, we experience it as direct personal judgment, physical and spiritual death. 

B. Where do God’s loving mercy (1 Jn.4:7-8) and His holiness meet? The Cross. Rom.3:19-28 

C. God’s “herem” was poured out on the Lord Jesus so that we could be forgiven completely and He 

could still judge all evil. This is the good news. 2 Cor.5:21 

 


