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Joshua 5:13-6:27 

Jericho part 2 

Spiritual Warfare 

 

I. Jesus’ presence as the King in God’s kingdom was a decisive invasion of the kingdom of darkness.  

A. John 1:1-4. Light in the darkness 

A. Luke 10:17-20. Satan falling like lightning… 

B. Matt.16:13-20. My Gathering/People around My Identity, assaulting the darkness of hades. 

1. At Banias/Panias—demon worship center in northern Israel. Foot of Mt Hermon, many 

shrines to “the gods” there. 

2. The gates of hades = the darkness of sin and death 

C. 1 Cor.10:14-22. The idols are nothing, but the demons are real. 

D. Col.1:13. Out of the kingdom of darkness and into the kingdom of Christ. 
 

II. This Spiritual invasion started in Canaan 3500 years ago… 

A. If we do not see this, we will miss the significance of the war story of Joshua.  

B. God created Israel out of Abraham to form a people, a gathering, a race and society, that belongs not 

to the darkness, worshipping the demons through the creation, but to YHWH through Covenant. 

C. It is not just about land for Israel, but about judgment against the spiritual evil of the gods of 

Canaan, and establishment of a beachhead of true worship of the Real God, YHWH.  

D. Deut.7:5, 25-26. Destroy the idols, the false gods. 
 

III. What’s happening in Joshua?  

A. God is moving His Plan forward. Eph.1:10  

1. The whole creation renewed and under Christ. 

B. By fulfilling a promise he made to Abraham. Gen.12:1-3 

1. This is a promise of redemption for humanity. 

2. Also a promise of opposition (those who curse you) 

C. Which involves re-possessing His specific land—Canaan. Gen.12:1; 15:18; 17:8 

1. God’s address in the disputed territory of Fallen Creation. 

2. Evicting the demon-worshippers and installing His family (Deut.7) 

D. So that Israel would represent YHWH in a dark world. Deut. 4:6-8  

1. A standing witness to the demonically influenced pagan world that there is a True and Living 

God—YHWH 

E. From that land and people would come One who would defeat Satan forever. Gal.3:16, 19 

1. The Ultimate Israel, Christ, would defeat evil itself and disarm the spiritual powers that have 

influenced our world. Eph.1:19-23 
  



 

IV. Chapter 6. Jericho: The paradigm for the Lord’s invasion of the darkness. 

A. The Lord is leading personally and tangibly. 5:13-15 

1. The invisible world is involved with the material world. 

B. The means of victory are divine and miraculous. 6:1-5 

1. The Ark, the priests, the trumpets all point to a spiritual reality.  

2. All Israel does is obey and trust (It’s all they can do) 

C. The judgment of Canaan is spiritual and final. 6:17-21 (Gen.15:16) 

1. Herem is the application of holiness directly to sin without a mediator or a sacrifice—

extinguishing the sin and all that is infected with it. 

a) Herem is “complete devotion” = complete destruction 

2. The target is the demonized, unrepentant Canaanite culture. (Deut.7:5, 25-26) 

a) 1 Cor.10:20. They literally worship demons. 

D. The salvation of Rahab is by grace through faith.  6:17-18; Heb.11:31 

1. She is defecting from idols (demons) and trusting in YHWH. 

2. Her loyalty to YHWH is clearly seen in her actions.  
 

V. So, are we in a spiritual war? Yes, but we are in a new chapter of the story. Eph.6:10-20. The Lord says: 

A. You must trust Me. Matt.28:18-20. 

1. Jesus told Peter to put away his sword. Jn.18:10-11 

2. Paul says that our weapons are not fleshly. 2 Cor.10:3-5 

B. Because I have already won. Eph.1:18-23 

1. The Lord has dealt a decisive blow to the powers of evil.  

2. His sword has accomplished this, like at Jericho. I have given it to you. 

C. By letting the judgment fall on Me. 2 Cor.5:21; Gal.3:13 

1. By absorbing the herem/wrath on our behalf—and surviving it!! 

D. So that you can take a message of life into the darkness. Matt.28:18-20 

1. This life-sword, light-saber, only kills sin, evil, guilt, and condemnation.  

2. Rahab’s message—Trust the Lord and run to His Grace 
 

VI. What to do?  

A. Sleepy Christian: Wake up and smell the gun powder. 1 Thess.5:1-11 

1. If we don’t view this age as a battleground, then we will: 

a) Faint at the sight of blood. Don’t lose heart. Lk.18, Lk.22 

(1) Turn on the Lord the minute you see action. 

b) Fall asleep and drop our shields and weapons. 

(1) People die by falling asleep at the wheel 

B. Tired Christian: Rest in the Victory of the King. Eph.1:15-23. 

1. Some Christians are so awake that they do not rest, ever. They are tired and burned out 

because they have taken too much responsibility for the work of the Spirit.  

2. The Lord is with you and you will win in Him. Sabbath is rest, even during a war.  

3. Not panicked and frantic, but restfully alert. 

C. Pre-Christian: Defect and ask for asylum. Col.1:13 

1. The king will take you in right now. You will be safe forever. 

 


