
17069-A August 27, 2017 Joshua #14 

Joshua 8:30-35 

Renewal of Vows 

 

I. The Lord instructs us in simple prayer. Matt.6:7-10.  

A. The Kingdom of God is the most important thing happening on earth. Mk.1:15 

1. The nature of the kingdom is where  

a) God the Father is Ultimate Reality. 

b) Jesus the Son is the King and Savior  

c) The Holy Spirit is regenerating 

(1) Through the good news of the Gospel 

2. So those who respond to the gospel enter God’s kingdom and are removed from Satan’s 

authority and domain. Col.1:13 

B. It has been inaugurated, but not consummated. Matt.28:18-20; Acts 2:8 

1. Jesus is the risen Lord over all spiritual and material life, but battles persist. Eph.1:15-23; 

6:10-ff 

2. The invasion of light into darkness has begun and the result is now inevitable. 

3. Yet, there is much to do 

C. Which means that Earth is a battleground. Matt.6:13 

1. God’s lordship is violently contested in this realm. 

a) God’s will is not being done on earth as it is in heaven…yet. 

b) His name is not considered holy in the world. 

c) The Father of Jesus Christ is YHWH. 

d) When people talk about “God” do they mean the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ? Not 

that often… 

2. Hence the prayer for protection from the evil one. Mtt.6:13 

a) The prince of the power of the air. Eph.2:2 

b) The lion seeking to devour. 1 Pet.5:8 

3. He puts up with this situation because he is saving a people out of this world. 

D. And we are in the middle of it. Matt.28:20-28; Eph.6:10-20 

1. We are bringing the sword of the Spirit, which is the gospel, into a dark world, setting people 

free from sin and death and bringing them into the light and love of God in Christ. 

II. The shadows of this spiritual battle are in Joshua. A spiritual war story.  

A. It’s about the Lord as much as Israel. 

1. He is the one with the sword in his hand in chapter 5 

B. It’s about the Canaanites as much as the Israelites. 

1. God had said that the iniquity of the Amorites would ripen. Gen.15:16. Lev.18 

2. Judgment is as much a part of redemption as Grace. They always appear side-by-side. 

Because evil, sin, and death are real and God does deal with them. 

C. It’s about the ‘gods’ of Canaan as much as YHWH 

1. It is a battle between YHWH, the one and only living God, and the demon/gods of Canaan. 

Ex.34:13; Deut.7:5; 1 Cor.10:20 
  



 

III. Israel is learning to live by faith in God’s Word. 

A. The victory over Jericho. Ch.7 

1. Trust me and do what I say. This is your strategy… 

B. The failure of Israel. Ch.8 

1. I told you not to do that… 

2. If you act like a pagan you are one 

3. Israel cannot grow if it is not sure if it wants to be Canaanite or Israelite. 

C. The atonement of Achan. Ch.8 

1. Now how can our relationship be restored…? 

2. The penalty for the sin was paid by the sinner. 

3. Jesus becomes the sinner that we were. 2 Cor.5:21 

D. The victory over Ai. Ch.8 

1. OK…let’s move forward again… 

2. Do not be discouraged. The war is still on… 

IV. Come and Renew your Vows. My place in the mountains: Ebal/Gerizim.  Joshua 8:30-35.  
A. They do what God told them to do last year through Moses. Deut.27:1-8 

1. This was the Lord’s plan all along.  

B. They travel to the heart of Canaan. 30 

1. Ebal, Gerizim, Shechem (Sychar, Jn.4) 

2. About 20-30 miles from Gilgal. YHWH’s Land Now! 

C. They build a simple altar to the Lord. 30-31a  

1. The ark and the altar represent God at the center of everything. 

D. They offer faithful sacrifices. 31b 

1. The sacrifices were to remind the people of  

a) Repentance and forgiveness. Burnt offerings = propitiation 

b) Gratitude and voluntary obedience. Peace/fellowship offerings. 

(1) Deut.27:7 (Joy) 

E. They commit to the Covenant Word. 32-35 (Deut.27-30) 

1. Hearing the Word, seeing it as the foundation for their time in the land 

2. Saying yes to both the blessings and the curses 

3. Note the blessings in Dt.27 and the graphic curses in ch.28 

V. What can a New Covenant Believer learn here? Plenty:  

A. See the Old Covenant shadow/synopsis of the Gospel. (Lk.24:25-27; 44-47) 

1. God with us (Emmanuel) The Ark is God’s presence. 

a) The ark itself contains the gospel: It is the place of the propitiation, mercy seat. Inside 

are the Law (fulfilled in Christ) the Priesthood (Aaron’s rod that budded, life from 

lifelessness); and the manna (John 6) 

2. Grace enacted. Sacrifices that atone and rejoice in gratitude.  

a) See the book of Hebrews everything in the sacrificial systems points to Christ 

3. Mediation accomplished. through the priesthood, standing right there. 

a) See Hebrews. Jesus is the Ultimate High Priest 

4. Gathering created. Family of God bearing witness to the truth of the Word 

a) See Matt 16 where Jesus promises to build his “gathering” and 1 Pet.2; 1 Cor.3 

5. Mission obvious. All of this taking place in the heart of a massive spiritual 

battlefield/mission field. Acts 1:8 
  



 

B. Consider 5 pieces of wisdom. 

1. Realize you are in hostile territory. Matt.10:16 (sheep/wolves); 1 Pet.5:8 (lion) 

a) You will get shot at!!! Lk.22:31-32. Eph.6:10-20 

b) Gerizim and Ebal were in the middle of Canaan before the conquest was finished. 

c) If we do not stay aware and alert, we will slip into the darkness like the world. 1 

Thess.5:1-11 

2. See yourself as part of God’s larger altar. 1 Peter 2:4-5 

a) The altar was built from the earth itself. Uncut fieldstones. 

(1) We were not chosen for our beauty or potential 

(2) God builds the kingdom out of the rocks that are laying around. 

(3) Individually they are not beautiful, but together they create an altar to the 

glory of God. 2 Pet.2:4ff 

b) You are not alone and you cannot do this alone. You don’t have to personally save 

the World on your own.  

c) If you are serving the Lord and constantly feel overwhelmed by the condition of the 

world, you are not trusting the work of God in the broader body of Christ.  

3. Declare your loyalty to the Lord as King. Matt. 6:24. Can’t serve two masters. 

a) They were affirming worship of YHWH amid the demon-gods of Canaan.  

b) Baptism is a loyalty oath based on forgiveness and grace 

(1) Defection from the idols and all spiritual darkness 

c) Communion is re-committing to that reality regularly. 

(1) Proclaiming the Lord’s death (sacrifice) until He comes. 1 Cor.11:26  

4. Listen to the Lord’s voice over the din. Heb.1:2; 1 Pet.2:1-3 

a) These people listened for God’s voice in His Word. Affirming its truth. 

b) The written Word is the voice of God. Deut.27:10; 28:1 

(1) Jesus is the Living Word who puts His Words in us. Jn.6:63-64 

5. Affirm the Covenant God has called you to—New Covenant in Christ. Lk.22:14-20 

a) In the New Covenant, it is Christ’s obedience that produces our obedience.  

b) Baptism into the Trinitarian Reality: Christ.  

c) Communion: We do this every time we take communion. Reminded of Christ’s death, 

not our goodness. 

VI. All Because the curse of the Law has been absorbed by our Lord, so that the meaning of the Law could 

be fulfilled in us. Gal.3:13; Rom.8:1-4 

A. Reciting the curses meant that Israel was saying that they deserved God’s condemnation for failing 

to keep the Law. 

B. We admit our failures and receive Grace and Enablement in the New Covenant. 

C. We live under the New Covenant, not the Old one. 

 


