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I. Jesus sent his men into a storm. John 6:16-23
A. Were they in God’s will in a storm? Yes
B. Was the Lord with them in it? Yes, even when he was not visible
C. Would they have volunteered ahead of time for this experience? No.
D. Were they glad it happened? Yes

II. The Lord is taking his land. Joshua.
A. God Himself through the angel of YHWH, was in charge of the Conquest of Canaan

A.1. He took responsibility for it Lev. 18:24-30
A.2. He personally supervised it. Josh 5:13-15.  The Angel of the Lord.

B. The strategy seems to be…doing what came next ...
B.1. Seems fast because it’s in 2 chapters, took about 6-7 years
B.2. Started with an odd peace treaty with the Gibeonites.

III. Joshua Chapter 9. The Gibeonites gamble for life
A. The Gibeonites defect to Israel

A.1. They trusted that YHWH was going to win.
A.2. They trusted that YHWH would keep his word.
A.3. They converted to worship of YHWH and defected from Canaanite gods.
A.4. They would rather be servants in YHWH’s kingdom than “sovereign” in their own.

A.4.a) Knowing that judgment is coming
B. And they immediately found themselves in trouble!

IV. Chapter 10. 
A. The Southern Coalition surrounds Gibeon. 1-5

A.1. Dangerous armies, the first Israel will really face
B. Israel comes to the rescue. 6-9

B.1. Lock and load. Mount up! Forced 20 mile march overnight
B.2. Biggest challenge yet by far!

C. The Lord steps in. dramatically. 10-15
C.1. Mass Confusion. 10
C.2. Killing hail. 11
C.3. Longest Day. 12-15

C.3.a) The geophysics involved in the “sun standing still” are so outrageous that people 
go to extreme lengths to explain away this story.
C.3.b) But Creation itself is an impossibility without God.  So, with the Red Sea, the 
Virgin Birth, The Resurrection and every other small and great miracle in the Scripture.  
The point is not whether we can figure out how God did this, it is whether or not we 
believe in God in the first place.

D. Heb. 1:3. Sustaining all things by the word of his power.
D.1. The “laws of physics” are nothing more than God’s Word as it applies to the material 
realm.

D.1.a) His Word is the expression of His Mind.



V. Practical advice on walking with God
A. Commit to God’s mission.

A.1. The Lord is already doing something important
A.1.a) The gospel is a transforming, supernatural mission

A.2. Asking the Lord to do miracles when you’re not on His mission will take you into 
spiritism.

B. Keep your promises.
B.1. This alone will change your life
B.2. Some people avoid having to keep promises by never making any, except to themselves. 
sologamy is the classic example.
B.3. But even if you try to avoid vows and promises, there are implied vows and promises that
you are in at all times

C. Take all the risks you should—  the ones that come with keeping promises
C.1. Trying to live a completely safe life, safe not only from physical harm, but from all 
emotional harm will simply keep you from doing anything significant in the Kingdom.

D. Let all stress drive you to prayer. Eph.6:18
D.1. It is asking God for something IMPORTANT. Yet we arrange our lives in such a way that 
we don’t need to ask for anything important…usually by not be committed to His mission but to 
ours…

E. Trust the Lord’s presence with you. 
E.1.Be making disciples. I am with you always…even through the end Matt.28:20. 
E.2.John 6:20. Do not be afraid. It is I…
E.3.You cannot stay on a stationary bike. 
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