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I. Jesus is more dangerous than people think. Matt.25:31-33; 41, 46,
A. There is a spiritual conflict and it is not completely over, even though the major victory has been 
won.

II. The Lord in Spiritual Conflict. The Book of Joshua
A. He is leading this battle Himself. 

A.1. He took responsibility for it Lev. 18:24-30; Deut.9:1-5
A.2. He personally supervised it. Josh 5:13-15.  

B. He is attacking the powers behind the Canaanite idols. 
B.1. Ex.12:12 (Egyptian gods); 
B.2. Deut.7:5 (break the pagan shrines)
B.3. There is a connection between people and the things they worship.

C. He destroys Jericho miraculously. Ch.6
C.1. Reminding Israel that the Lord is actually accomplishing these things.

D. He accepts defectors if they are genuine. Ch.6, 9
D.1. Rahab and the Gibeonites

E. He intervenes amazingly in the Southern Campaign. 10:1-15
E.1.Confusion, Killer Hail, Long Day.

F. He tracks down the pagan kings. 10:16-28
F.1. As with all true war-criminals there is no mercy. 
F.2. Nuremberg trials. 

G. He topples the pagan kingdoms. 10:29-39.
G.1. Their kings and armies decimated, these forts fall like dominos.

H. He takes the credit.   10:40-43
H.1. Even though Joshua and the Israelites were the soldiers on the field.
H.2. Note how the Lord uses human effort (He is not against effort, only earning)

III. He turns North. Chapter 11:1-9
A. The Northern Coalition decides to destroy Israel. 1-5

A.1. Northern Coalition army, 300,000 soldiers, 10,000 cavalry, 20,000 war chariots 
(Josephus)

A.1.a) Hazor: 10 miles N of Sea of Galilee. Capital of the North
A.1.b) Large, powerful city. 40,000, 175 acres, 10 times the size of the other cities.
A.1.c) Horses and chariots – state-of-the-art military.

B. But against the odds, Israel wins decisively. 6-15
B.1. Destroying the weapons. Disabling the horses, burning chariots

C. Because the Lord again enters the scene.   11:16-23  .
C.1. Hardened their hearts?  God hardens hard hearts by giving them what they want. Like 
Pharaoh. Rom.9. He never hardens a soft heart, though.

C.1.a) The Northern Coalition massed to destroy Israel before God hardened their 
hearts. Like Pharaoh, God hardens hard hearts. 

C.2. Anakim? Giants, from the Rephaim, from the Nephilim. Gen.6:1-4
C.2.a) Num.13:33; Deut.9:1-5.



IV. He wins. Chapter 12 – 31 kings/ city-states taken in battle
A. What this shows is that YHWH had been faithful, Powerful, Dangerous, and Good .

A.1. He kept his promise to Abraham. Gen.12:1-2; 15:12-20
A.1.a) The promise to Abraham was kept

A.2. He made good his threat to the Canaanites. Gen.15:16
A.2.a) Defeating the false gods. Ex.34:13 (destroy the idols)

A.3. He cleared the way forward for His people. Ex. 23:29
A.3.a) The political and military power of Canaan was decimated.
A.3.b) The fortresses were taken or destroyed (mostly just taken)

B. Was it all finished? No. There was more to do. 
B.1. But the main battle was accomplished. The enemy’s strength was broken.

V. In the New Covenant, we serve The Ultimate War Hero—the Greater Joshua who has won the 
Greater War and Brings the Greater Rest.

A. He came to destroy the works of the devil. 1 John 3:8
A.1. So, don’t be an Orc…

B. He came disarm the spirit rulers and authorities. Col. 2:15; Eph.1:19-23
B.1. So, live confidently. But stay in the Light
B.2. We still live in a war zone. Eph.6:10ff

C. He came to kill death. Heb.2:14; 1 Cor.15:53-56
C.1. So, don’t be afraid of death. Satan is a dead demon walking…
C.2. Death is dead now and cannot hurt you anymore. 

VI. All with the Ultimate Weapon—God’s supremely holy Human Life given over to Win it All.
A. A Spirit Weapon—Resurrection Life of Christ in authority over all. Matt.28:18-20
B. This weapon alone saves and protects you. Come under His Gracious Protection today
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