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I. 1 Peter 1:3-9. We live in the expectation of an eternal inheritance…
A. We live now in light of what is coming…

II. Inheritance is…
A. A gift we receive. (Rom.6:23)

A.1. The gift of the land followed the exodus and the Sinai covenant
A.2. Grace precedes obedience and reward.
A.3. Christ’s obedience saves us, not our own..

B. Consisting of a tangible blessing that we will enjoy. (Jn.14:1-6)
B.1. Salvation is a physical reality. Ps.16:11
B.2. Resurrection life is tangible and the resurrected universe will be physical.
B.3. Note the extremely tangible realities in Israel’s land promises.

C. By virtue of a relationship we have. (Rom.8:14-17)
C.1. It is not a casual relationship—but a Covenant. 
C.2. You don’t expect to share an inheritance if you do not have some covenant 
or deep relationship. 
C.3. Abraham (and Israel’s) covenant relationship with YHWH
C.4. YHWH’s relationship with the Patriarchs.

D. Because of what someone else earned. Eph.1:11-19
D.1. In Him…we have obtained the inheritance. 11

III. Joshua chapters 13-21 are the inheritance section of God’s promise to Abraham.
A. Fulfillment of a Promise. To Abraham. Gen.12 and 15.

A.1. The redemption of the fallen world will be accomplished through Israel 
and Israel will have an address on the earth.

B. Down payment on a Promise to the Creation. Rev. chapters 20-22
B.1. The land reminds us of God’s deep commitment to the material creation as
the object of redemption.
B.2. The creation was good. It will be again. 
B.3. Rev. 20-22. The evil will be destroyed and a new tangible reality, with 
God and Christ the Lamb at the center (Rev.21:22)

IV. Caleb Got it and lived it. 14:6-15.



V. Five characteristics of wholly following the Lord.
A. A radical trust in his Word. 14:9

A.1. He and Joshua were the only spies who interpreted God’s promise as the 
reality and the circumstances as secondary. Deut.1:29-34
A.2. To know the Lord, we must hear and interpret His Word according to 
Christ. Jn.5:37-40; 6:63; 15:7
A.3. The whole Bible is God’s Word to encourage us in our relationship with 
Him. Rom.15:4
A.4. Trusting the Word of the Lord IS trusting the Lord.

B. A confident expectation of struggle. 14:12 (Jn.16:33)
B.1. The Anakim and the fortified cities are there…
B.2. Col.2:1. I have a struggle on your behalf…
B.3. Heb.10:32. Remember after you were enlightened…
B.4. One of the most debilitating aspects of our culture is the deep expectation 
that life should be easy and fun.

C. A good memory for God’s past faithfulness. 14:10
C.1. Caleb remembered the Lord’s promise from 40 years ago.
C.2. Grace in Caleb’s life started back when he first saw the land and realized 
that God was giving it to them.

C.2.a) Giants, forts, and weaponry notwithstanding. 
C.3. We tend to forget that the Lord got us through hard things before. 

D. A bias for discerning and faithful action. 14:12
D.1. It means moving forward into what God has said and is calling you to. 
D.2. Faith that never steps out to obey is only theoretical, not alive. From 
Abraham to this day the mark of real faith is the willingness to actively obey 
when one is sure enough of God’s will on any specific action. Jas.2:14
D.3. Discerning his word and acting in faith.

E. A reliance on the Lord’s future grace. 12
E.1.It means trusting God’s grace more than your abilities. 1 Cor.15:10

E.1.a) Though you have abilities (Caleb knew his strengths)
E.2.Looking forward with confidence but not arrogance. 
E.3.Humility with regard to our actions and expectations.
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