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I. John 14:12-17. The Lord points forward…
A. He intends to do more in us. (17b)

A.1. He will be in you…
B. He intends to do more through us.

B.1. Greater works = works bringing people to the knowledge of Christ as Lord
C. Based on the Spirit’s presence and the power of prayer. 

C.1. Because I go to the Father…
II. Joshua chapters 13-21 are the inheritance section of God’s promise to Abraham.

A. Fulfillment of a Promise. To Abraham. Gen.12 and 15.
A.1. People and Land. A place where idolatry is gone and God is at the center.

B. Down payment on a Promise to the Creation. Rev. chapters 20-22
B.1. People and New Creation. A universe where evil is gone and God is at the center.

III. Inheritance is a metaphor pointing to God’s ultimate salvation. Eph.1:11-19
A. A gift we receive. (Rom.6:23)

A.1. The gift of the land followed the exodus and the Sinai covenant
B. Consisting of a tangible blessing that we will enjoy. (Jn.14:1-6)

B.1. Salvation is a physical reality. Ps.16:11
C. By virtue of a relationship we have. (Rom.8:14-17)

C.1. It is not a casual relationship—but a Covenant. 
D. Based on what someone else has earned. Eph.1:11-19

D.1. In Him…we have obtained the inheritance. 11
IV. But an inheritance must be claimed…Which brings us to Joshua 15-19

V. Caleb pressed in. 14:6-15/ 15:13-19
A. He saw God as faithful.

A.1. No skepticism about God’s character, word, or purposes.
B. He saw himself as purposeful.

B.1. Bring on the giants…
VI. But the other tribes…not so much…chapters 15-19

A. Judah compromised. 15:63
A.1. God had told them to get rid of the Canaanites because of the danger of idolatry.

B. Joseph whined (Ephraim and E/W Manasseh).
B.1. Also compromising 16:10; 17:12
B.2. But adding a complaint! 17:14-18

B.2.a) For no reason, because this was plenty of land, and the most fertile land in 
Canaan. (EBC)

B.3. We want an easier path…
C. The tribes procrastinated. 18:1-3

C.1. Israel’s center of worship went from the edge of Canaan (Gilgal) to the heart of Canaan 
(Shiloh). Has your walk with God done this?
C.2. Why are you sitting around here instead of going out to your inheritance?
C.3. Joshua surveys the land and apportions it. 18:4-19:48

D. So…The Canaanites persisted. Judges 1:27-36
D.1. Exactly what the Lord warned them about…



VII. Five ways to stunt your Christian life. Learning by contrast from Israel.
A. Compromise with sin.   17:12-13

A.1. They Sought to control Canaanites rather than defeat them. Idolatry.
A.2. If they could control them, they could defeat them. 
A.3. We think we can manage sin instead of killing it. Rom. 8:12-13

B. Postpone obedience. 18:3
B.1. They knew what they needed to do, but never got around to it.
B.2. Note the difference between contentment (a virtue) and complacency (a vice)
B.3. Augustine, Confessions. “Lord, give me chastity, but not yet…” 

C. Focus on what you do not have.    17:14-18.
C.1. They assumed that their inheritance wasn’t enough. 
C.2. How?

C.2.a) Emphasize the un-answered prayers.
C.2.b) Compare your life with others.

D. Count only on your own strength. 17:14-18
D.1. They have chariots of iron!
D.2. Joshua’s answer: 17-18

D.2.a) You have more than you think you do (grace). 17
(D.2.a.1) You have what you need to do what God is calling you to do.

D.2.b) You can do more than you think you can (grace. 1 Cor.15:10).
(D.2.b.1) The Lord is with you

D.2.c) Not—you can do anything you want (in the cultural sense)
D.3. Waltke story. 

E. Be skeptical of God’s grace. 18:3 Eph.2:1-10
E.1.He had given it to them already, by grace, but they didn’t believe it.
E.2.The underlying thing in all disobedience is thinking God is not gracious and loving and 
purposeful toward you.
E.3.But the Cross says he is and that he created you in Christ Jesus for good works and reward,



VIII. Added notes. 
IX. Quotes and Illustrations:

A. Waltke tells a story of his family.  He and his little daughter used to play out the David/ Goliath 
story.  He was Goliath, she was David.  But he wouldn’t fall down until she 1) said, “I trust in the Lord” 
and 2) threw the ping-pong ball with the dishtowel (her slingshot).  She usually forgot to say, “I trust in 
the Lord”.  When Daddy didn’t fall down, she was reminded that she forgot to trust in the Lord.  But one
time, she just said, “I trust in the Lord.”  Daddy didn’t fall down.  “Daddy,” she said. “You didn’t fall 
down.”  He responded, “You said you trusted in God, but you didn’t throw the ping pong ball.”  His 
point was that “faith without works is dead.”  Sometimes it takes more faith to undergo surgery than to 
“claim a healing”.  Sometimes the faith is expressed by waiting, sometimes by walking forward.  (This 
story told by Bruce Waltke at Summer School OT survey, Regent College. Cf tape #2204Ha in OT 
Survey)

X. Caleb pressed in. 14:6-15/ 15:13-19
A. He saw God as faithful.

A.1. No skepticism about God’s character or purposes.
B. He saw life as a loan with which to serve God. v.10

B.1. He has kept me alive this long …
C. He saw God’s program as the highest priority. 

C.1. Jesus said seek first His kingdom. (Matt. 6:33-34)
D. He saw challenges as God-ordained and trusted that the Lord would be with him.

D.1. No complaining about the Anakim.
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