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I. Eph.1:10. God is summing everything up in Christ. 
A. The visible and invisible creation, all summed up in a Person.

II. Joshua: A crucial chapter in God’s story of redemption.
A. The Bible is not primarily instruction illustrated by stories.

A.1. It is a story with instruction embedded in it.
B. The story is not primarily about us, but about Him and His rescue of the world .

B.1. He penetrates the darkness, rescues us from it, and regenerates the world.
C. The redemptive chapters don’t begin in the New Testament, but in the Old, with Abraham. Gen.12 
and 15

C.1. People. Created from nothing. Isaac, Jacob/Israel, the 12 Patriarchs = Israel
C.2. Land. Redeemed from Paganism. Promised Land. Canaan.

D. Joshua is the chapter where God gives the Promised Land to the Promised People.
D.1. The only people at that time and the only physical location on earth where God says, I 
Live Here with these people—in covenant.

III. Background.  After 7 years of war under Joshua’s leadership
A. The Canaanite strongholds have been disarmed. Ch.1-12

A.1. Though there is still much to do in taking the land.
B. The land has been divided up among the tribes. Ch.13-19

B.1. The worst of the armies of Canaan had been defeated by the Lord through Joshua.
C. The Tribes have been challenged each to go in and take their own land. 18:1-3

C.1. There are some things in your faith that only you can do.
C.2. Nobody can do them for you.

D. The society that God is structuring needs two crucial ingredients. Josh.21-22
D.1. People who represent Him spread through the tribes (Ch.22. 48 Levitical cities)
D.2. Places among those people where Mercy and Justice may be exercised. (Ch.21. 6 Cities 
of Refuge)
D.3. Both of these are unique in world history.

IV. Joshua 20:1-6. Cities of refuge/asylum. Three questions
A. What were the Cities of Refuge? 6 of the 48 Levitical cities

A.1. Centers of legal safety, waiting for justice.
A.2. Part of God’s plan all along. Not an afterthought. 

A.2.a) Ex.21:12-14; Num. 35:9-11; Deut.19:1-13 
A.3. God makes provision for living in a broken and imperfect world.

A.3.a) Provision for human responsibility and accountability. 
B. Who is the Avenger of Blood? Num.35:12; Deut.19:6; Josh.20:3

B.1.  A tribal justice structure in the absence of a centralized government.  
B.2. A family representative whose job it was to see that justice was done for the family. 



C. Why was refuge needed? At least 4 reasons…
C.1. Because murder (ratsach), is always profound and eternal evil. 

C.1.a) The first crime. Cain and Abel. Gen 4:10. Blood crying from the ground….
C.1.b) The forbidden deed. Noahic Covenant. Gen.9:5-6

(C.1.b.1) Humans are in God’s image. Killing one another is the ultimate 
satanic act—God killing himself.

C.1.c) The sixth Commandment Mosaic Covenant. Ex.20:13
C.1.d) Even accidental killing is a serious crime in God’s court

C.2. Because God’s Justice is always retributive.
C.2.a) Retribution is the exact repayment for an action.

(C.2.a.1) Recompense or reward. What is due to balance the scales.
(C.2.a.2) Lex talionis. Punishment fits crime. 

C.2.b) We are also intuitively and instinctively retributive.
(C.2.b.1) Which is why God doesn’t let us do this. Rom.12:19

C.3. Because God’s justice is always fair.
C.3.a) It is not just anger vented, but must be truthful and fair.
C.3.b) A real trial, due process, must happen. 20:6
C.3.c) Motives always matter. Deut.19:8; 11

(C.3.c.1) Hatred changes everything. Matt.5:21-22
(C.3.c.2) It matters how you feel and what your intent is. 

C.4. Because God’s Absolution is the only actual cure. Josh.20:6
C.4.a) When the HP dies, the slate is clean. Heb.9:14; 1 Jn.2:1-2

V. How Can God provide True Retributive Justice, Legal Fairness, and Crucial Mercy?
A. By being both the Avenger and the Rescuer. He is the Goel… “avenger”

A.1. The “Goel” as in Ruth. But for the hard aspect of justice rather than the soft one…
A.2. The family representative that sees to it that justice is done the family preserved. 

B. He is the avenger of blood (Rom.12:19) and the rescuer  (Heb.9:14-ff; 1 Jn.1:8-2:2) 
B.1. How? By becoming all that humanity needs…

C. He is the High Priest who dies, the Sacrifice that atones, the Next of Kin who rescues and redeems 
His family—the ultimate Refuge. John 1:12-13

VI. If you are in Christ you are safe in the Refuge forever…
A. All things will be summed up in Him because only in Him is justice and Mercy
B. Become a part of the redemptive plan. Come to Christ today.
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