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I. Jesus said we cannot serve two masters. Matt.6:19-24
A. We either love, serve and worship the Lord, or the World.

A.1. And he was talking to religious people! 
B. We were created to love something or Someone.

B.1. Thomas Chalmers: Expulsive Power
II. Joshua’s farewell sermons say the same thing. Joshua. At age 110. 

A. Cling to the Lord. Chapter 23
A.1. Look at what the Lord has done for you.   1-5

A.1.a) The Lord has brought you this far.   Heb. 11:6
A.2. So, stay in the covenant.   6-13

A.2.a) Stick to the Word. 6
(A.2.a.1) The Covenant is revealed in the Word

A.2.b) Cling to the Lord.
(A.2.b.1) By staying in the Covenant

A.2.c) Reject the idols. Do not “associate” with these nations. (Canaanites)
A.3. Because if you serve the idols you will lose everything.    14-16

A.3.a) If His promises are trustworthy, so are His warnings.
A.3.b) People don’t like warning passages, but they are crucial.

(A.3.b.1) They remind us to remain loyal
(A.3.b.2) They remind us of Christ’s grace at the Cross. He took our 
punishment.

III.   By realizing these things: Chapter 24.  
A. The Lord chose you. 1-13. (Deut.7:7) Jn.15:16. Eph.1:3-11.  

A.1. Back to the beginning--Shechem.  Where God promised Abraham this land. Gen 12:6-7.
A.2. Abraham was a pagan, served other gods, until the Lord initiated a relationship with him.
A.3. Note emphasis on the Lord’s initiating work. He refers to himself 18 times, not including 
v.7 (YHWH, He)

B. To take you out of the darkness.14. Col.1:13-14
B.1. Fear the Lord (yare = be in reverence, awe)
B.2. Firm and permanent break with other gods. (Gal. 1:6-10)

C. So that you would … Phil.2:12-13
C.1. Choose Him.   Make up your mind  . 15

C.1.a) I’ve made my choice.  You make yours.
C.2. Count the Cost. 16-28. Luke 14:25-33

C.2.a) The people say they will be loyal.  But Joshua wonders.  He makes them count the
cost.

C.3. Invoke the witness. 24. Matt.28:18-20
C.3.a) Water baptism in Christ is the invoking of a witness to the reality of God’s grace 
in your life. Col.2:8-15

C.4. Look forward to a radiant death. 2 Cor.4:16-5:10
C.4.a) Death is coming. Will you look forward to it?

D. All Because He has accomplished everything for you in the Christ-- the Great High Priest. Heb.4:8-
16

IV. Back to Jesus. Matt.6:24.
A. Your heart will follow something. Let the Lord displace the other loves. Which will it be?



V.
Thomas Chalmers on Objects of Affection. From his sermon “ The Expulsive Power of a New Affection”. 
Chalmers was a Scottish Minister and Theology teacher in the early 19th century.
It is seldom that any of our tastes are made to disappear by mere process of natural extinction. At least, it is very
seldom that this is done through the instrumentality of reasoning. It may be done by excessive pampering—but 
it is almost never done by the mere force of mental determination. But what cannot be destroyed, may be 
dispossessed and one taste may be made to give way to another, and to lose its power entirely as the reigning 
affection of the mind.
It is thus that the boy ceases at length to be the slave of his appetite, but it is because a manlier taste has brought
it into subordination. And that youth ceases to idolize pleasure, but it is because the idol of wealth has become 
the stronger and gotten the ascendancy; and that even the love of money ceases to have mastery over the heart 
of a thriving citizen, but it is because drawn into the whirl of city politics, another affection has wrought into his
moral system, and he is now lorded over by the love of power. There is not one of these transformations in 
which the heart is left without an object . Its desire for one particular object may be conquered; but as to its 
desire for having some one object or other, this is unconquerable….Such is the grasping tendency of the human 
heart, that it must have a something to lay hold of, and which, if wrested away without the substitution of 
another something in its place, would leave a void and a vacancy as painful to the mind as hunger is to the 
natural system.

VI. Thoughts
A. The Lord intends to bless His covenant people, but we must keep our minds off the world and in His 
will.  

A.1. Col. 3:1-4.  Set your mind on things above.
A.2. 2 Tim. 2:1-7 – Stay emotionally un-entangled. entangles himself empleketai, pres, 
mid/pass, ind = to entangle oneself, become enmeshed in something.
A.3. We must not simply pass our traditions on to the next generation – we must pass God’s 
Word and Vibrant Faith.  See

B. The Lord insists on being trusted (Heb. 11:6), but we must take the long view of life.
B.1. Disobedience and sin always are the result of a short-sighted view of things.
B.2. Note Shechem is where God promised Abraham this land.  Gen. 12:6-7
B.3. Note: Reference to Joseph’s bones!  Why?  Gen 50:24-26 – He trusted that the Lord 
would get the people there, and He did.


	I. Jesus said we cannot serve two masters. Matt.6:19-24
	A. We either love, serve and worship the Lord, or the World.
	A.1. And he was talking to religious people!

	B. We were created to love something or Someone.
	B.1. Thomas Chalmers: Expulsive Power


	II. Joshua’s farewell sermons say the same thing. Joshua. At age 110.
	A. Cling to the Lord. Chapter 23
	A.1. Look at what the Lord has done for you. 1-5
	A.1.a) The Lord has brought you this far. Heb. 11:6

	A.2. So, stay in the covenant. 6-13
	A.2.a) Stick to the Word. 6
	(A.2.a.1) The Covenant is revealed in the Word

	A.2.b) Cling to the Lord.
	(A.2.b.1) By staying in the Covenant

	A.2.c) Reject the idols. Do not “associate” with these nations. (Canaanites)

	A.3. Because if you serve the idols you will lose everything. 14-16
	A.3.a) If His promises are trustworthy, so are His warnings.
	A.3.b) People don’t like warning passages, but they are crucial.
	(A.3.b.1) They remind us to remain loyal
	(A.3.b.2) They remind us of Christ’s grace at the Cross. He took our punishment.




	III. By realizing these things: Chapter 24.
	A. The Lord chose you. 1-13. (Deut.7:7) Jn.15:16. Eph.1:3-11.
	A.1. Back to the beginning--Shechem. Where God promised Abraham this land. Gen 12:6-7.
	A.2. Abraham was a pagan, served other gods, until the Lord initiated a relationship with him.
	A.3. Note emphasis on the Lord’s initiating work. He refers to himself 18 times, not including v.7 (YHWH, He)

	B. To take you out of the darkness.14. Col.1:13-14
	B.1. Fear the Lord (yare = be in reverence, awe)
	B.2. Firm and permanent break with other gods. (Gal. 1:6-10)

	C. So that you would … Phil.2:12-13
	C.1. Choose Him. Make up your mind. 15
	C.1.a) I’ve made my choice. You make yours.

	C.2. Count the Cost. 16-28. Luke 14:25-33
	C.2.a) The people say they will be loyal. But Joshua wonders. He makes them count the cost.

	C.3. Invoke the witness. 24. Matt.28:18-20
	C.3.a) Water baptism in Christ is the invoking of a witness to the reality of God’s grace in your life. Col.2:8-15

	C.4. Look forward to a radiant death. 2 Cor.4:16-5:10
	C.4.a) Death is coming. Will you look forward to it?


	D. All Because He has accomplished everything for you in the Christ-- the Great High Priest. Heb.4:8-16

	IV. Back to Jesus. Matt.6:24.
	A. Your heart will follow something. Let the Lord displace the other loves. Which will it be?

	VI. Thoughts
	A. The Lord intends to bless His covenant people, but we must keep our minds off the world and in His will.
	A.1. Col. 3:1-4. Set your mind on things above.
	A.2. 2 Tim. 2:1-7 – Stay emotionally un-entangled. entangles himself empleketai, pres, mid/pass, ind = to entangle oneself, become enmeshed in something.
	A.3. We must not simply pass our traditions on to the next generation – we must pass God’s Word and Vibrant Faith. See

	B. The Lord insists on being trusted (Heb. 11:6), but we must take the long view of life.
	B.1. Disobedience and sin always are the result of a short-sighted view of things.
	B.2. Note Shechem is where God promised Abraham this land. Gen. 12:6-7
	B.3. Note: Reference to Joseph’s bones! Why? Gen 50:24-26 – He trusted that the Lord would get the people there, and He did.



